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ABSTRACT 
Urban open spaces in Jeddah as a recreational facility fail to respond to the 
people's desires and needs. Factors, such as culture and climate, that influence the 
people behaviour and their use of the environment and these facilities are ignored in 
planning and designing of these places. Alien planning and design concepts gave 
priority to vehicular movement and maximized the public domain. Community open 
spaces and gardens assumed to be the primary resource for recreation for the family 
members. They have the accessibility advantage for everyday recreational activities. 
This is more important if we take into consideration the fact that children, ladies, 
elders and disabled have no direct access to cars. However, these open spaces often 
inadequately designed, maintained and managed which resulted in underutilization of 
valuable assets. This research investigates the relationship between leisure and 
recreation pattern and the use of the recreational urban open spaces in the city of 
Jeddah. It shows the present situation of these facilities. 
The thesis starts by introducing the problem and discussing some of the factors 
that affect leisure and recreation, such as religion, time, privacy and climate. In order 
to pursue the origin of the problem, the thesis discusses the development of the 
recreational open spaces and facilities in three periods of the city history. These are 
referred to as traditional, transitional and modem. It shows how the social life, the 
urban pattern and the recreation and leisure patterns developed from the traditional 
environment to the modem. It manifests the change in the social life, the environment 
and the emergence of new recreational facilities. 
The research involved carrying out survey and observations of selected open 
spaces in Jeddah in the spring of 1989. The questionnaire investigates the people 
desires, needs and use of the existing recreational open spaces and facilities. The open 
space observations explore intensity of use, type of activities, type of users and their 
behaviour in using these open spaces. Then, implications of the results are discussed 
and the nature of the problem is defined. The research is concluded by explaining the 
approach to solve these problems. 
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 
Saudi Arabia is one of the most rapidly developing countries in the world. It 
has experienced massive development and rapid urban growth. Populations and areas 
of most cities multiplied in a very short time, due to improvement of the Saudi 
Arabian economy and the new job opportunities. Society has shifted from the state 
of nomadic and rural, with some living in small limited communities to a developed 
society with great material facilities to enjoy. Although it is a very conservative 
society, it demonstrates a high potential to accept change. The society has been 
exposed to other cultures by means of travel (either for business or enjoyment), by 
new information media such as television and video, and by newcomers looking for 
better jobs. Most households have their own television and video set, car, telephone 
and many luxurious household goods. 
The change and the development of both the social life of the people and the 
urban environment have affected widely the leisure and recreation pattern. The pattern 
has shifted from one of leisure linked mainly with work in farm or pasture, to a great 
period of leisure time which requires innovative skills and appropriate facilities in 
order to be utilized efficiently. The development of open spaces, either in quality or 
quantity, has not coped with the increase in leisure time and the change in the life 
style. The efforts to promote the open spaces and recreation provisions are highly 
individual, limited to some state agencies working in isolation from each other. 
Jeddah as one of largest cities in Saudi Arabia has grown from an area of a 
few square Kilometres to an area of about 350 square Kilometres and from a 
population of 30,000 people in 1947 A.D to over one million in 1985 A.D. This has 
created a strong demand for vacant developable lands in the city and the adjacent 
countryside. As the government priorities were given to housing and transportation, 
the city encountered a serious problem of lack of recreation open spaces and facilities. 
Moreover, as a recently developed nation, the authority has employed foreign 
consultants to plan the city and control the effects of the growth. As a result, open 
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spaces and recreational facilities are not only inadequate, but the social dimension and 
the environmental factors which are the key issues in the process of planning and 
design are missing. The society is strongly tied to the traditional values of Arab-
Moslem culture. They have to pray five times a day and respect all religious rituals 
and duties, such as women being veiled. These correspond strictly to the beliefs of 
the society, which have a great influence on the leisure and recreation pattern and on 
the design of their facilities. 
I. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Leisure and recreation in Saudi Arabia is located between a hammer and an 
anvil, culture and environment. The culture is strict about privacy and the 
environment is hot and barren. The Saudi society is religiously sensitive in relation 
to leisure and recreation, because they are usually associated with wasting time and 
practising of improper activities. This is probably one of the reasons why the 
recreation and leisure services have not attracted the interest of the authorities. Public 
recreation services and facilities are vital in urban areas as they enhance and improve 
the quality of life. The resulting satisfactory experiences have considerable personal, 
social, economical and educational values. Recently, the society has started to value 
their importance and express a need for appropriate facilities. 
Despite the fact that the implemented modem planning and design concepts 
offer, materially, better services for the people, they ignore various cultural and 
environmental requirements for individuals and groups. For example, the need for 
privacy and the role of the street in the Arab city~ 
~~In general in Middle Eastern settlements there is a considerable 
history of designed public open spaces but little of public parks. The 
souks, public courtyards, streets and alleyways each serve as social 
meeting areas, but the urban form is introvened, inward looking. This 
is an adaptation to the harsh climate as well as a reflection of the 
social patterns of close-knit family and clan life - the extended family. 
This pattern is still largely intact today. Allied to this is a keenly felt 
need for privacy -for the individual, for the family unit, and between 
men and women. "u1 
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However, given the fast pace of the development, there was not enough time for the 
authorities to pause and evaluate the results. Nowadays, with the increase in the 
awareness of the public and the advent of local designers and planners, the authorities 
have started to foster and look for better solutions to alleviate and avoid the mistakes 
of the past. 
Therefore, in order to provide appropriate recreational services, it is essential 
to understand the details of the pattern of recreation. At the same time, in planning 
and designing of recreational open spaces, it is important to acquire detailed 
knowledge of what people or the users like and dislike, what are their demands and 
desires. This field of studies has not received appropriate attention. Apart from a few 
studies which investigated the demands, most studies concentrated on geographical 
distribution of the recreational facilities in the city. What is more serious is that all 
planning reports produced by various consultants focused mainly on particular aspects 
of the city, such as housing and transportation. Accordingly, this present study 
attempts to establish a reliable information base and contribute to the development of 
such research, which a wide range of professions may benefit from. It is also an 
effort to investigate the recreation pattern and the role of the recreational open spaces 
in meeting the public demands and desires. 
ll. AIM OF THE STUDY 
The chief aim of this study is to investigate the relationship between the leisure 
and recreation pattern and the utilization of the recreational urban open spaces in 
Jeddah. This will be achieved through identifying existing recreation and leisure 
pattern among people and e~ploring their needs and desires. It is believed that this 
will assist in detecting certain problems that persist within the urban environment and 
affect the proper utilization of the recreational facilities. Identifying these problems 
will undoubtedly facilitate the ways of finding solutions for them, or at the least 
alleviate their impacts. 
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The study also aims to explore some of the social, cultural and physical factors 
that influence the recreation pattern and the use of the physical environment. The 
findings will be applied later in the evaluation and the analysis of selected recreational 
open spaces and facilities. Moreover, the study seeks people's opinions regarding 
their environment and the provided facilities, in order to assess them. Jeddah has been 
chosen for different reasons; first, it is one of the largest cities in Saudi Arabia, with 
a population over one million; second, the city is accommodating different 
nationalities with different backgrounds; finally, it offers a wide range of recreational 
open spaces and facilities. 
ID. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE THESIS 
In order to achieve the aims of the study, the thesis is organized in ten 
chapters. Chapter One introduces the study and presents the problem statement. It 
also includes the aim and the organization of the study. At the end of this chapter, 
aspects related to the location, the geography and the climate of Jeddah will be 
presented in order to introduce the reader to the locale of the study area. More 
relevant data of population or location will be discussed as needed throughout the 
thesis. These will be found mainly in chapters 3, 4 and 5 when discussing the 
development of the city and the recreational opportunities. 
Chapter Two deals with definitions and factors affecting the leisure and 
recreation patterns. At the beginning definitions and meanings of the terms, leisure, 
recreation, culture and Islam is discussed. Later some specific aspects and elements 
emerged from the discussion are considered in relation to the main elements. The end 
of the chapter reviews factors that affect leisure and recreation in general. 
Chapters Three, Four and Five are a series of studies assessing and analysing 
the relationship between the recreational pattern, services and activities throughout 
a period of rapid change in Jeddah's history. They study the development of the 
recreational opportunities, and the effects of the factors discussed in chapter two QO 
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the physical and cultural environment of Jeddah. This will be achieved through an 
investigation of the local culture and way of life promoted within the community and 
the proximate locality. These investigations will be supported by demonstrations of 
the people's social life. 
Chapter Three deals with the traditional environment, the old city of Jeddah 
before the destruction of the wall in the year 1948 A.D. It furnishes a historical 
background of the city. The effects of water, urban form and social life and their 
relationship to the recreation opportunities are also presented throughout the chapter. 
Chapter Four considers the same components as chapter three, but it covers 
the transitional period of Jeddah's history. The period followed the destruction of the 
city wall until the preparation of first master plan in 1971 A.D. 
Chapter Five is similar to four except that it deals with the period after 
adoption of the first master plan of the city until 1990 A.D. It includes investigation 
of the open space provision of the new master plan. 
Chapters Six, Seven and Eight are devoted to details of the field study. The 
field study intends to investigate people's attitudes, needs and aspirations in relation 
to the use of recreational public open spaces. Chapter six deals with the field study 
methodology. It investigates survey methods, the objectives and the strategy of the 
field study. It includes details of the questionnaire format and the observation tactics. 
Chapter Seven comprises the analysis and the findings of the questionnaire 
results. It covers data analysis of the locality and the neighbourhood and their 
relationship to the existing recreational open spaces. It also includes discussion of the 
questionnaire results. These are related to planning, design, management and trends 
and desires. 
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Chapter Eight is the final chapter of those dealing with the field study. It 
covers observation points and evaluations of selected open spaces. The end of this 
chapter includes discussion of the findings. 
Chapter Nine discusses important concepts related to the leisure and recreation 
pattern and the use of the open spaces. These concepts emerge from the discussions 
of Chapters Seven and Eight. It defines the relationship between time, activity and 
space which provide the basis to discuss the problems of the current recreational 
services. This chapter ends by defining the nature of the problem. 
Chapter Ten is the conclusion of the thesis. It summarizes the study, and 
suggests the approach to the problems of the recreational open spaces. It includes 
suggestions for further research in the field of recreational open spaces and leisure 
and recreation in general. 
IV. FEATURES OF LOCATION, GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE OF 
JEDDAH 
This section intends to cover briefly some features of the location, the 
geography and the climate of Jeddah. More information will be discussed as required 
throughout the discussion of the thesis. The city of Jeddah is situated on the eastern 
coast of the Red Sea, in the Western Region of Saudi Arabia (figure 1.1). This area 
is divided mainly into three physiographic divisions; the coastal plain or 'Tihama', 
the escarpment and Hejaz mountains, and the interior plateau (figure 1.2). 
The coastal plain in which Jeddah is located is about 12 km. wide and 
bounded in the east by a continuous line of foothills. Jeddah occupies an area located 
betw~n latitudes 21 o 25' and 21 o 45' north, and longitudes 39° 5' and 39° 20' 
east. l2J The area is relatively flat, rising eastward gradually from sea level to an 
elevation of about 12 meters. There is no significant topographic relief, only gentle 
swells occur, and rock shows up where erosional or man-made cuts affect the 
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topographic surface. To the east of Tihama and the city of Jeddah, there is a 
continuous line of foothills, outlier of the great Arabian Massif.l3l A break in the 
foothills to the east provides access to Makkah and the Hejaz hinterland. The hills in 
the east are dissected by four wadis, ranging in width from 100 to 400 meters, Wadi 
Umm Assalam, Wadi Qaws, Wadi Hefna and Wadi Bani Malik (figure 1.2). l41 The 
area is almost free of vegetation except in the plain north and south of Jeddah where 
there may be some patches with a fairly thick cover of vegetation, tussocks of grass 
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Figure (1.1): Map of Saudi Arabia, showing Jeddah and some major cities. 
Jeddah's local site terrain has no effect on encouraging or discouraging any 
type of activity. Most of the wadis are obscured and others start to meander and 
disappear about 4 to 5 kilometres away from the present shoreline. The coast of 
Jeddah has a width of about 1 to 2 kilometres and has some fine beaches in the 
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southern part. To the north of the city lies Sharm Obhor (the creek), penetrating up 
to 12 kilometres inland. The lack of natural resources and topographic features affect 
the recreational opportunities in the city. The only features that provide potential 
setting for recreation are the coast and Sharm Obhor.l6l In fact Jeddah owe~ its 
existence to its location as a transportation node between the Holy cities and outside 
world. It offered reasonable harbour facilities to seaborne pilgrims who then travelled 







Figure (1.2): A map illustrating the physiographic features of the Western Region of Saudi Arabia. 
It also illustrates location of Jeddah in relation to the immediate topographic features and cities. 
The climate of Jeddah play its role in influencing and shaping most of the 
human activities in this area. It is dominated by the location of the city on the coast 
and in a desert region. The city lies just south the Tropic of Cancer which has 
seasonal effects of air mass movements producing seasonal variations in climate. 
Western Region of Saudi Arabia is characterized by very sparse rainfall. Thus, 
rainfall in Jeddah is erratic and characterized by sudden torrential cloudbursts that 
usually occurs in winter, and to a lesser extent in spring and autumn (figure 1.3). 
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Apart from the flooding problems, such sparse and erratic rainfall has no effect on 
the area, except that it encourages the growth of the grass and shrubs in the natural 
areas around Jeddah for a limited period. This has its recreational effects in attracting 
people to the natural areas outside the city, especially during winter and spring. 
Mean Monthly Rainfall in Jeddah 
15+-~--~--~---+--~----~--+---,_--~---+--~~ 
Aug 
Figure (1.3): Mean Monthly rainfall in Jeddah. (Source: Weather Records 1970-1983, General 
Directorate of Meteorology ... , Cited in Al-Lyaly S., The Traditional House ... , 1990, p.ll) 
The prevailing wind direction is 
north northwest (figure 1.4). These 
winds have usually light to moderate 
speed most of the year. They become 
more active during certain periods, 
when cold air blows 1n winter. rs1 
Southerly winds may blow during 
anytime of the year as an effect of the 
Sudan low pressure area. These winds 
are usually accompanied by rises 1n 






Wind rose of Jeddah. (Source: Ibid, 
10 
sometimes strengthen rapidly, causing dust and sand storms, occasionally 
accompanied by thunderstorms and rainfall.£91 Samoom (dust and sand storms) may 
develop and accompany the eastern winds which blow during the month of June. The 
visibility is affected, being less than one kilometre during some days in the year. 
The lowest temperature in Jeddah prevails in winter, during the months of 
January and December. In this time of the year the mean daily maximum temperature 
reaches about 28°C and the mean daily minimum reaches about l9°c.uoJ This is 
mainly a result of the cold air joined by polar air flow from the north. The highest 
temperature prevails in summer, during the months of June and July. It is usually 
oppressive during the day with little relief at night. The mean daily maximum 
temperature in these months is about 37°C and the mean daily minimum is around 
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Figure (1.5): Mean Monthly air temperature in Jeddah. (Source: lbid, p.ll). 
The relative humidity also follows the same pattern, being high in summer and 
lower in winter. But, generally, Jeddah suffers from the high relative humidity on 
most days of the year. In summer the area is affected by warm and humid air flows. 
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When the sea temperature reaches its maximum, late August to early October, the 
humidity reaches its highest levels.l121 During July and August, the mean daily 
maximum is about 93% to 98%, while the mean daily minimum is about 45% to 
50%. In winter, December and January, the mean daily maximum is about 90%, 
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Figure (1.6): Mean Monthly relative humidity in Jeddah. (Source: Ibid, p.ll). 
High humidity coupled with high temperatures in summer, discourages 
physical activities particularly in urban confines. They are the greatest source of 
discomfort and annoyance to the residents of JeddahY41 It is common that business 
and commercial activities are suspended at midday. The working day in governmental 
jobs ends usually at early afternoon. Some private jobs stop earlier and resume again 
at late afternoon or at night. The situation become better after sunset, when most life 
and commercial activities recommence again. This, of course, has its effects on the 
recreation pattern, as people usually venture out for recreation in late afternoon and 
early evening. 
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CHAPTER 2: LEISUREANDRECREATIONINRELATIONTO 
ISLAM AND SOCIETY: DEFINITIONS AND FACTORS. 
In order to understand and justify certain behaviour and demands related to 
leisure and recreation, it is essential to study the factors that affect prevailing trends 
and forms of recreational patterns. Some of these factors relate to the culture and 
values of the people while others relate to the physical environment. The meaning of 
leisure and recreation and what constitutes recreation differ from one culture to 
another. This chapter intends to investigate the meaning of leisure and recreation in 
relation to Islam and what factors affect them in Saudi society, particularly in 
Jeddah. fiJ It is an attempt to unveil relevant culturally based principles and 
conventions that affect leisure and recreation and the urban environment. This 
approach stems from the fact that the culture and the physical environment blend 
together as a unity, each affecting and affected by the other as they function as parts 
of a single system. £21 At the same time if there is an acceptable knowledge of what 
motivates people to recreation or obstructs them, then there will be a better ability to 
plan and manage this effectively. 
To understand how this operates in Saudi Arabian society, it is important to 
define the meaning of leisure, recreation, culture and Islam. Focusing on Islam is 
important, because it is the main force that directs the way of life of Moslems. It 
delineates what they should do and should not do. Religion is an essential design 
factor that should be taken into consideration and fully understood. 
The discussion in this chapter is organized in the following way: 
0 The first part will cover basic definitions of leisure and recreation and 
their meaning in Arabic and in relation to Islam. 
0 The second part will deal with the definitions of culture and Islam and 
the concept of adoration in Islam. 
0 
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The third part will discuss the relationship between leisure, recreation, 
culture and Islam, including principles of activity, time and privacy. 
15 
o The final part will discuss some general demographic, social and 
physical factors that affect leisure and recreation. 
I. LEISURE AND RECREATION 
Definition of leisure and recreation presents problems and confusion of how 
both officials and people perceive them. Are they related to time, to activities or to 
satisfaction. What is considered leisure and what is considered recreation. Activities 
and time also raises problems of what is considered for pleasure or basic human 
needs; for example time spent in eating may be for pleasure as well as existence. 
Nevertheless, their meaning should depend on the context in which they used in. 
Apart from the details of these problems, the aim here is to find a basis for a view 
of leisure and recreation in relation to culture and Islam. 
A. Leisure 
Leisure is broadly defined as "the state of having time at one's disposal; time 
which can be spent as one pleases; free or unoccupied time. "l31 Leisure is also 
explained as a perception of " ... blocks of time when we are freest to be ourselves, 
as activities, as a state of being, as an all embracing attitude to life merging the three 
dimensions of time, activity and state of mind and as perceived freedom to 
choose. "l41 Leisure can be used and envisaged in three different contexts. The first 
relates leisure to time, the residual time remaining when the needs of work and of 
basic human functions such as eating and sleeping have been satisfied. The second 
links leisure to activity as the time when leisurely activities are undertaken. The third 
considers leisure as an attitude of mind in which leisure is a matter of the individual's 
perception rather than of rigid time based or activity based definitions. The general 
view is that leisure relates to time, and to the whole of non-work time in particular, 
and recreation as activities pursued in that leisure time. lSJ Nonetheless, all the above 
definitions relate leisure to the free time of the person, the discretionary time to be 
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used as one chooses, the time that is not occupied by work or necessities of life and 
the time in which recreational activities are carried out. 
Leisure in Arabic means Al-Faragh orAl-Waqt Al-Horr, the time when the 
person is free from livelihood works. Al-Faragh from an Islamic point of view means 
"the state of being free from any worldly works or hinderance that may prevent the 
person from working in hereafter's matters. "l6J In fact this does not contradict the 
work to provide the necessities of life since it does not hinder fulfilment of obligatory 
duties. At the same time, searching for livelihood is one of the Moslem duties. Thus 
leisure can be understood as the free time when there is no essential livelihood works 
to be accomplished and no worshipping or obligatory religious duties required from 
the person. 
B. Recreation 
Recreation is defined as "the action of recreating (oneself or another), or fact 
of being recreated, by some pleasant occupation, pastime or amusement. "l71 A 
broader definition considers 11 recreation to be any type of conscious enjoyment. II£SJ 
At the same time it can take place at any time and at any location. Recreation may 
include activities that are usually thought of as basic bodily functions, activities that 
are normally considered psychologically abnormal, or even activities that damage 
objects, the individual, or the society. The only criterion is whether or not the 
participant perceives the activities as recreational. l91 This approach is justified 
through the idea that the traditional restrictive definitions of recreation can seriously 
impede providing recreation experiences for special groups in society. The absence 
of arbitrary restrictions fosters a wider professional perspective. It encourages the 
provision of a diversity of enjoyable opportunities appropriate to the needs of all 
group in a society. £IOJ Another definition is that recreation 11 consists of activities or 
experiences carried on within leisure, usually chosen voluntarily by the participant -
either because of satisfaction, pleasure or creative enrichment derived, or because he 
perceives certain personal or social values to be gained from them. II£HJ 
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In Arabic, there are several synonyms for the word recreation which are 
commonly used. These are Tarfih, Tarwih or Lahw. Tarfih in Arabic is derived from 
the word rajah which means tenderness and goodness of life. This word is also used 
when camels reach springs of water and can drink everyday without restriction. The 
words tarfih or tarwih mean the seeking of rest and relaxation for the self and the 
seeking of disappearance of distress and tiredness. u21 The word tarawih is used to 
describe the long prayers during Ramadhan (the fasting month) nights in which people 
rest between prayers. Lahw in Arabic means recreate the self in unwise manner. The 
Arabic order verb ulhu means leave the thing and keep away from it. Thus lahw or 
recreation is the deflection from seriousness and occupation of self by paltry matters. 
The words which describe leisure and recreation in Arabic have, generally, 
undesirable connotations in Islam and are usually accompanied by the word play in 
Quran.U31 In Quran (the Holy Book of the Moslems) Allah said: 
"The life of this world is but play and amusement: and if ye believe 
and guard against evil, He will grant you your recompense ... "u41 
This leads to a more restrictive definition which is related to worshipping, the reason 
of man's creation. Thus recreation or lahw in Islam is the amusement of the self as 
required and in accordance with the wisdom of Islam. usJ In the commentary about 
the previous verse, the writer said: 
"Amusement and play are not bad in themselves. As preparations for 
the more serious life, they have their value. But if we concentrate on 
them, and neglect the business of life, we cannot prosper. So we must 
use our life in this world as a preparation for our spiritual or inner 
life. '1£161 
In summary leisure and recreation are highly correlated. Leisure is the time 
left over after basic bodily needs, work and religious obligations. Recreation is the 
activities that are carried out during leisure. As leisure is related to time and 
recreation related to activities, there are guidelines and norms in Islam and culture 
that may restrict or aspire the type of activities and the use of time. In Islam they 
have never been considered respectable, if they do not follow its guidelines and do 
not help in the development of the person and the society. Before examining this 
relationship, a brief definition of culture and Islam are necessary. 
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ll. CULTURE 
Culture is a term widely used in different study fields, such as sociology and 
anthropology. There are more than 150 definitions for culture. However, the term 
culture has four different main components as described by Altman and 
Chemers. f171 First, the term culture refers to belieft and perception, values and 
norms, customs and behaviours of a group or society. It includes what the people 
believe to be true of the world, their lives, the environment, their values, or what 
they hold to be good and bad, acceptable and unacceptable. Second, it is used to 
indicate that cognitions,feelings and behaviours are shared among a group of people 
in a consensual way. Third, it implies that these shared beliefs, values, and styles of 
behaviour are passed on to others, especially children, and that.the socialization and 
education of new members of the culture help preserve consensus from one generation 
to the next. Fourth, culture appears in objects and in the physical environment. The 
built environment is the outcome of the actions and behaviour of the people. It 
includes buildings, communities and cities. 
Culture is defined as the man-made of the human environment. £181 It is also 
"the man's medium" as defined by Hall,r191 who also added that "there is not one 
aspect of human life that is not touched and altered by culture. This means 
personality, how people express themselves (including shows of emotion), the way 
they think, how they move, how problems are solved, how their cities are planned 
and laid out, how transportation systems function and are organized, as well as how 
economic and government systems are put together and function. n[20J It is a way of 
life in which a society believes in and shares certain behaviours, norms and values. 
It is a world view and symbol system which are learned and transmitted. These create 
a system of rules and habits which reflect ideals and create a lifestyle, guiding 
behaviour, roles, manners, the food eaten - as well as built form. l211 
As these values and norms pass to the next generation and are reflected in the 
environment and people, they imply that they are tradition. Tradition in Arabic means 
Turath or Erth, the heritage and the personal belongings left after one's death. It 
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includes also the intellectual and social organization of the society passed to the next 
generations. Moslems consider Islam as a way of life from which culture and tradition 
take their roots. 
ID. ISLAM 
The Saudi society is an Islamic society. Accordingly, it is affected and 
controlled by Islam regulations. Islam is a religion revealed to Prophet Mohammad, 
peace be upon him (PBUH), in the Arabian peninsula more than 1400 years ago. This 
religion not only controls and legislates peoples dealings with Allah (God), but also 
with each other and all universe. The two main sources of Islam teachings and 
guidelines are Quran and Sunnah (Prophet's Traditions). The statements included in 
them are highly respected among Moslems. 
A. Definition 
The word Islam in Arabic means "peace, purity, acceptance and 
commitment. "l221 It is derived from the Arabic verb Aslam or the noun lstislam 
which means "surrendered" or "submission." Thus the word Moslem means "the 
person who surrendered and submitted himself to the Will of Allah." Moslems have 
to obey Allah by following Islam regulations and roles. As these were revealed to the 
Prophet, it is mandatory that Moslems obey Allah and his Prophet. In Quran Allah 
said: 
"It is not fitting for a Believer, man or woman, when a matter has 
been decided by God and his Apostle, to have any option about their 
decision: If any one disobeys God and his Apostle, he is indeed on a 
clearly wrong Path. '1£231 
Moslems believe that Allah created people for a specific reason, which has 
been declared many times in Quran. The relationship between the Creator and the 
creatures is very clear and direct. In the Quran Allah said: 
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"I have only created Jinns and men, that they may serve Me. No 
sustenance do I require of them, nor do I require that they should feed 
me. '-i241 
They have the belief that Allah has created them to worship him only. Obeying the 
commands is the form of worshipping. It is a very important concept to Moslems. 
Worshipping is activities that are related to other activities and to time. Nevertheless 
all these have certain guidelines and limits, which are going to be discussed in the 
following section. 
B. The Concept of Adoration 
Adoration in Islam has a broad meaning. It is not only prayers and invocations 
of Allah, but also any good act a Moslem does for the sake of Allah. Examples of 
these acts are helping other Moslems, removing harm from their roads and 
thoroughfares and even sleeping with one's wife. When the followers of the Prophet 
(PBUH) asked him that they would like to make charity but they do not have money, 
he told them: 
"... to enjoin a good action is a charity, to forbid an evil action is a 
charity and in the sexual act of each of you there is a charity. They 
said: 0 Messenger of Allah, when one of us fulfil his sexual desire will 
he have some reward for that? He said: Do you [not] think that were 
he to act upon it unlawfully he would be sinning? Likewise, if he has 
acted upon it lawfully he will have a reward. "£251 
In Islam, there are different levels and types of adoration and of how the acts 
of a person can be judged. These are the acts that are allowed or forbidden (halal or 
haram), obligatory or supererogatory ifardh or nafelah) and commendable or 
reprehensible (mostahab or makroh). Nonetheless, there are certain obligatory 
religious duties that must be performed by all Moslems in certain times, such as 
praying five times a day and fasting Ramadhan. If these are not performed 
appropriately in the right time and manner, the Moslem has committed a sin. On the 
other hand Islam accepts any good act and considers it as worshipping and encourages 
people to do it and rewards them as discussed above (these are considered as 
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supererogatory acts). Some acts are forbidden like adultery, drinking and gambling. 
A Moslem is sinning if he committed any of them. The Prophet (PBUH) said: 
"Allah the Almighty has laid down religious duties, so do not neglect 
them; He has set boundaries, so do not overstep them; He has 
prohibited some things, so do not violate them,· about some things He 
was silent - out of compassion for you, not forgetfulness - so seek not 
after them. '1£261 
However, as a general guideline if an act is not stated as forbidden then it is 
allowed. But, any act which involves or may lead to a forbidden matter is forbidden 
as well, like gazing which may violate other people privacy or lead to adultery. This 
is very important to perceive, because any act a Moslem does which prevents him 
from performing an obligatory worship or duty or leads to a forbidden act is 
prohibited. 
This initiates several points related to recreation and leisure in Islam. The first 
point is the matter of their status; are they allowed or prohibited and when? The 
second is what elements or concepts should be given more consideration which affect 
peoples behaviour in relation to recreation. The following section is an attempt to 
explore the relationship between leisure, recreation, culture and Islam. 
IV. The Relationship between Leisure, ·Recreation, Culture and Islam 
One has to consider the importance of leisure and recreation, in order to 
investigate their relationship to Islam and culture. Their importance, in fact, is 
expressed and sensed in the needs of the man for them. However, although there is 
no known or accepted scientific explanation as to why man needs recreation, it is 
generally accepted that it is needed in order to maintain the state of biological 
equilibrium, and to restore the mental balance. £27J In Islam recreation is sought for 
three reasons. First, a psychological aspect, to restore the mental balance of the 
person, which in turn will be reflected on the society. Second, a social aspect, to 
strengthen the social ties between the members of the society. Third, an economical 
Chapter 2 22 
aspect, to increase the nation's productivity and efficiency. The first two aspects play 
a considerable role in preparing the individual and the nation to achieve the third 
goal. Thus Islam limits their meaning to aspects that help the Moslem to follow a 
serious path and to fulfil his duties in this life. Two companions of the Prophet 
(PBUH) doubted that they were hypocrites. They complained that they were very 
serious when they were with him reminding them of Hell and Paradise. But when 
they were at their homes, they started to play with the wives and children and they 
forgot many things. The Prophet (PBUH) said that "if you carry on the invocations 
as when you are with me, the Angels would shake your hands when you were on 
your beds and in your journeys, but Handhalah it is an hour and an hour (and 
repeated the last words three times). "[281 These words interpreted by Islamic 
scholars as an hour for recreation and an hour for worshipping and invocation. The 
recreation hour is supposed to revitalize the person to help him in fulfilling the hour 
of worshipping. 
How do people perceive recreation? How do they behave and sit in public? 
How do they utilize their time? These are all questions related to people's culture and 
belief. Islam and culture are influential factors upon the behaviour and the activities 
of the Moslem. Among these are the way of sitting, eating, speaking and dealing with 
each other. Leisure and recreation as set by time and activities are definitely 
influenced by these teachings. The influence of the religion is well known, Chubb and 
Chubb mentioned that: 
"Some doctrines affect recreation panicipation by designating cenain 
recreation activities as "good" or "evil." Other doctrines influence 
panicipation indirectly by specifying how followers should behave or 
spend their time and money ... The degree to which this doctrine 
persists depends largely on the religious and cultural heritage as well 
as the homogeneity of the population. '1£291 
What makes leisure and recreation disputable is that in Islam there is no direct 
answer to whether recreation is allowed or forbidden. But there are other aspects by 
which recreation and leisure should be viewed in their context. The following is a 
discussion of three important aspects that affect participation in recreation. These 
aspects are activities, time and privacy. They are strongly related to Islam. However, 
Chapter 2 23 
the degree of their influence in the society is dependant on the degree the society 
follows the teachings of Islam. It is also dependant on how people interpret acts 
where their status is not known explicitly, i.e neither allowed nor forbidden. 
A. Activities 
Type of activities is one of the factors that is greatly influenced by other 
factors. It can be influenced by culture, Islam, climate and income. Climate can 
impede or promote some activities. The hot climate, as will be discussed at the end 
of this chapter, may encourage outdoor recreation activities, such as swimming and 
picnicking. At the same time it can impede vigorous activities. Culture and Islam 
have strong effects on types of recreation activities. Though Islam did not specifically 
determined all types of activities, it determined certain forbidden activities like 
gambling, drinking alcohol and dancing. 
As a general guideline, the activities practised should not contradict Islam 
regulations, lead to a forbidden acts, or be performed at a time devoted to obligatory 
duties. An example of that is the case of racing. Racing as a recreational activity is 
allowed, whether it is between humans or animals, such as sport competitions or 
horse and camel racing. Gambling, on the other hand, is known to be absolutely 
forbidden. Hence, there are no casinos, races or amusement arcades in which 
gambling and betting are involved. In horse and camel races and sport competitions, 
the reward is offered as a prize by a third party, an outsider, such as the state or a 
sponsoring organization. People who watch the race are only spectators and not 
involved in any kind of betting. Another example is related to moral aspects such as 
the cinema. Films that show immoral scenes or unacceptable behaviours of other 
cultures like kissing and drinking alcohol are prohibited. Since most films entail such 
scenes, they are prohibited and there are no public picture houses. A final example 
is the ceasing of all commercial and recreational activities during prayer times. 
Prayers should be performed by all Moslem adults, men or women, five times a day. 
Any type of activity though it is allowed is prohibited during these periods if it 
distracts from an obligatory duty. 
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B. Time 
Because leisure and recreation are usually linked with time, the concept of 
time in the Moslem life should be understood. The Prophet reminded people that free 
time and good health are two bounties that most people disregard and forget about. 
Free time cannot be free forever and will be occupied either by good deeds or bad 
deeds. Thus, Islam focused on the importance of time and the reason for creating 
human beings. Allah in the holy Quran said: 
''And it is He who made the Night and the Day to follow each other: 
for such as have the will to celebrate His praises or to show their 
gratitude. "£301 
At the beginning of many Suras (chapters) of Quran, Allah swear by parts of 
time such as day, night, dawn, forenoon and afternoon. The scholars interpret it as 
an indication of the importance of time. The tradition also has affirmed this 
importance in the Moslem life and reminded him of his responsibility at the Day of 
Judgement. The Prophet (PBUH) in a hadith said: 
''A servant of Allah will remain standing on the Day of Judgement until 
he is questioned about his life, how he spent it; and about his 
knowledge and how he utilized it; and about his wealth, from where he 
acquired it and in what way he spent it, and about his body as to how 
he used it. '.1{3 11 
The timing of prayers also has an important effect on the recreation pattern. 
As mentioned above prayers should be performed five times a day, thus the block the 
discretionary time is fragmented into smaller blocks. The ability to perform prayers 
at any clean space alleviated this effect and people can perform prayers at the 
recreation area. Hence provision of prayer facilities should be considered in the 
planning and designing of recreational areas. As congregational prayers are highly 
recommended, thus these facilities should encourage such congregation. 
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The time of prayers is flexible in that prayers can be performed during a 
certain period of time. The real influence is again the congregational prayers which 
should be organized in a pre-set time schedule. For example, the time of the Friday 
prayer is in the middle of the day; this prayer should be performed in the mosque by 
all adult males. This as a result imposes restrictions on recreation for the whole of 
that day, which is also restricted by the hot climate in the middle of the day. Another 
aspect of the time is the feeling of guilt if time is wasted in unfruitful activities. Apart 
from the religious view, it is a matter of personal attitudes of the person and his 
judgement of the type of activities practised. 
C. Privacy 
An important principle which also has a great influence on recreation, and 
relates to both culture and Islam, is the concept of privacy. Privacy is one of human 
needs such as territory, personal space and social interactions. Personal space and 
territoriality are considered major mechanisms for attaining privacy as conceptualized 
by Altman, who also defined privacy as "selective control of the access to the 
self. "£321 It is, therefore, a changing process whereby people attempt to regulate 
their openness and closedness to others. Privacy is also defined as "the control of 
unwanted interaction." The unwanted can be controlled through several 
processes. £331 Among these are rules (manners, avoidance, hierarchies, etc.) and 
through behavioural cues through structuring activities in time (so that particular 
individuals and groups do not meet), through spatial separation, through physical 
devices (walls, courts, doors, curtains, locks -architectural mechanism which 
selectively control or fulfil information). l341 
There are several kinds of privacy, each of which serves a different purpose. 
Four levels or types were identified by Westin. l35l These are solitude, intimacy, 
anonymity and reserve. Solitude is the state of being or wanting to be free from 
observation of others. Intimacy is the state of being with another person but free from 
the outside world. Anonymity is the state of being unknown even in a crowd. Reserve 
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is the state in which a person employs psychological barriers to control unwanted 
intrusion. 
Islam and the Saudi culture respect highly the need for privacy for individuals 
and groups. In Islam there are many rules which govern privacy and one can find 
many examples that correspond to the previous classification. Privacy in recreation 
is an essential factor for two important reasons. The first, certain kinds of privacy in 
Islam are not selective in that the person may or may not desire or choose the 
interaction or the access. This is in contrast with the previous definitions. It is an 
order, a doctrine and a sort of worshipping which must be followed. Secondly, Islam 
added another type of privacy for the ladies. Manifestations of these types start from 
the most private parts of the body which Islam call Awrah and prohibit looking to 
these parts even between equal sexes except for husband and wife. Then the rules 
proceeds to control the privacy of the whole family and do not allow intrusion of 
family privacy; the Prophet said: 
''He who looks into a house without the occupants' permission, and 
they puncture his eye, will have no right to demand a fine or ask for 
punishment. '1{361 
Ladies are requested, as a special kind of privacy, to veil themselves in public to men 
who are not mahram (denotes close relationship by marriage or close blood ties as 
identified by Quran). Allah said: 
" ... that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except what 
(must ordinarily) appear thereof; that they should draw their veils over 
their bosoms and not display their beauty except to their husbands, 
their fathers, their husbands' fathers, their sons, their husbands' sons, 
their brothers or their brothers' sons ... '1{371 
This kind of privacy, the veil, is of great dispute between Moslems. Some 
insist that ladies should cover their faces as part of the veil. The face is an essential 
element of female beauty. Others argue that the verse stated the bosoms only. The 
Saudi culture follows the first view. Privacy, generally, is important in terms of the 
relationship between an individual or a group and the rest of society. When Islam 
prohibits a matter, it tries to discourage and prohibit the means that may lead to it. 
As a matter of fact it is a provision of appropriate defences, as in the case of zena 
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(adultery), where Islam ordered men to lower their gaze and asked women to veil 
themselves. 
The manifestations of control of privacy vary considerably from one culture 
to another. Some cultures have more intricate privacy demands and gradients than 
others. The psychological feeling of comfort within an area is correlated to the ability 
of the person to call it his own, i.e to maintain a certain degree of privacy. The 
arrangement of the built environment, the buildings and the spaces between them, 
affect peoples perceptions of who should be in control of them. The territorial claim 
is usually arranged in a hierarchy of strengths, shown in different degrees of 
personalization, ownership and control. The ability to achieve the desired level of 
privacy partially affects the perceived quality of the built environment. lJSJ Thus 
understanding the nature of privacy in the Saudi society is very important in order to 
be able to design a good quality environment. This view is more profound when 
designing for recreation, because it usually caters for activities practised outdoors and 
in more public areas. 
V. Other Factors Influencing Leisure and Recreation 
Apart from the above factors, there are many others which also influence 
leisure and recreation. This influence can be noticed in forms of participation and 
demand. Some factors may generate a tendency to recreate and others may facilitate 
or constrain the decision of the choice of activities and site. People are the 
fundamental factor which influences recreation use. They are the main component 
who participate and demand, and are considered the heart of the recreation system. 
Thus many aspects and factors that affect them are also influential factors on 
recreation. The following discussion will cover some of these factors. These include 
population characteristics, economic situation, employment patterns and conditions, 
various social factors and recreation resource accessibility. Other factors relate to the 
participant such as personality and attitude, knowledge and skill, sex, age, personal 
characteristics, occupation, discretionary income, personal possessions and time 
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available for recreation. f391 It is important to note that there is a degree of overlap 
within these factors and sharp lines of division cannot be drawn. For the convenience 
of discussion they will be grouped here into three groups, demographic, 
socioeconomic and environmental characteristics. r4o1 
A. Demographic Characteristics 
Demographic features can be divided into two levels. The macro-level which 
includes the size, distribution and structure of the whole population. Micro-level 
includes age and sex, marital status and family composition or diversity of members 
of the society. The growing rate of the population can have a major impact on 
recreation participation. Discussing the components of the two levels will undoubtedly 
assist in explaining the leisure and recreation patterns of the society. 
At the macro-level, important demographic considerations are the overall size 
and distribution of the population. A large population generates a large amount of 
participation. On the other hand a large population is sometimes a major incentive for 
the provision of recreation opportunities. r411 Undoubtedly, an increase in the 
population will likely result in an increase in participation and demand for recreation. 
If that demand does not parallel the exact population rise, crowding may occur and 
satisfaction drop off for some users. r421 As the city grows and the population 
increases, industrial and commercial activities will concentrate around the city, which 
in turn will draw more people to the city. The development and growth of the city 
will deny people daily contact with the relaxing powers of outdoor recreation and 
easy access to the open natural areas. Aside from the area the growth occupies, it 
eliminates much more land from use for certain outdoor recreational uses. 
Urbanization will result in a change in the character of the city and in varying 
population densities. This will have different effects on the recreation participation. 
In the older and traditional parts of the city people live close together in lofty 
buildings and a compact pattern, apartment buildings and row houses. Most of these 
communities developed with little thought for open-space needs or their needs were 
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different. As a result people living in these areas usually have to travel some distance 
to reach larger open and green spaces, and special recreational and leisure amenities. 
At the micro-level, individual or family level, the effect of age and the 
evolution of life from one phase to another through what is recognized as the life 
cycle is well known. Though distinct lines of division between these stages cannot be 
depicted, certain preoccupations and interests prevails at specific stages in the life 
cycle. In relation to recreation, not only are preferences influenced by age, but also 
an individual's physical, mental and social ability to participate are affected. £431 The 
structure of society affects recreation participation patterns. If the society in which 
the person lives has a strong nuclear family structure, then people usually take part 
in more family group activities than people who live in societies where the family unit 
is weak. £441 
The significance of recreation during the progression of life is closely linked 
to the family setting and the individual's life career. Moreover, recreational 
requirements can be expected to vary from individual to individual and between 
different people at different stages of the life cycle. This ultimately will affect the 
planning and management of recreation spaces and resources. The priorities in the 
area of recreation provision may be determined by some demographic changes, such 
as the dominance of a certain age group in the society, due to a war or improvements 
in health. The average life span of a person includes major personal disturbances, 
such as illness and bankruptcy. Therefore, during any life recreation opportunities 
may be restricted by relative poverty, immobility and lack of time. £451 
B. Socioeconomic Characteristics 
The level of the development of society plays a significant role in determining 
the nature and the extent of recreation participation. This can be justified through the 
discretionary income and time that they may acquire as they struggle less to provide 
the necessities of life. At the same time other factors will have an influence, such as 
opportunities to have good health service, transportation, education, income and a 
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longer life expectancy. The level of development will expand recreation facilities and 
opportunities to include parks, community centres and libraries. It is, therefore, a 
cumulative impact. In comparison, in the traditional societies, most people are poor 
and unable to travel far distances, thus most of their activities takes place at home, 
within or close to their village. Their recreation takes the form of conversations, 
storytelling, singing, dancing and very simple games. Therefore, any changes in the 
status and the economy of a society will have an effect on the recreation pattern.l461 
Social relationship, education, occupation and income are factors related to 
individuals. They are some of the factors which also influence the desires or 
tendencies of individuals for recreation. Recreation is a form of social interaction 
between individuals and groups. This interaction helps mould many facets of human 
behaviour including motivations for use of leisure. l471 Socialization is one of the 
important recreational activities in any society. 
Normally, education and income are connected; the persons who have the 
higher salaries also tend to have had the greatest education. l48J Education influences 
recreation in different ways; one way is through the affluence resulting from the 
better income and not from the intellectual background attained. The other way is 
probably through its contribution to knowledge, awareness and development of 
attitudes and values, which in turn may generate desires for recreation. Through 
education people may acquire skills that enhances their opportunity and participation 
in recreation. l491 
The problem of overlap within the factors occurs also with occupation and 
income; each is already highly related to the other. Undoubtedly, the amount of 
discretionary income available to an individual or family is a major factor affecting 
recreation participation. This is the money left over after the basic cost of existence 
have been met. Its influence depends partly on the lifestyle and obligations of the 
individual. In the developed and some of the developing nations the wages earned 
have increased much more than the cost of necessities of life. As a result, living 
standards rose and the majority have more discretionary income. l501 
Chapter 2 31 
The type of work has a considerable impact on the recreation participation of 
the people. The number of hours the person works, the paid holidays and vacations 
and the nature of the job all affect the nature and the recreation opportunities 
available to him. Participation may also be determined by the period of the day that 
job occupies. Some people may work during the free times of the others like medical 
staff in hospitals, employees in hotels and security jobs. They may miss many family 
recreation activities and social events. 
C. Environmental Characteristics 
The environmental factors that affect recreation participation are many and 
diverse. They include the living areas and the surroundings ·such as residences, 
streets, adjacent open spaces and the abutting natural areas. Other external significant 
factors are climate and opportunity availability and accessibility. Accessibility is an 
important and complex concept that affects and is affected by most of the previous 
factors, such as age, sex, attitude, physical condition, income and employment. 
Hence it is a key influence in determining the opportunity for recreation. The 
importance of accessibility to a recreational opportunity is emphasized by Chubb and 
Chubb; they wrote: 
"If all other external factors and personal factors favor people taking 
part in an activity but problems with access to the necessary recreation 
resources makes participation impossible, the favorable external and 
personal factors are of no consequence. "£SIJ 
Residence incorporates aspects such as location, type, size and existence of 
recreational area such as a garden, a tennis court and courtyard. These to a certain 
extent are a result of income level and occupation. The location of the residence near 
a recreational facility or an open area, like sports centre, large urban centre, and 
beach can considerably influence the recreation patterns. A large residence or 
property can provide additional space for home recreation like barbecue and 
gardening. If the residence size is small, for example apartments, the space will be 
limited for recreation and people have to look for recreation opportunities elsewhere. 
The home territory gives a secure feeling and people usually prefer carrying this 
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feeling with them when they participate in recreation. Thus cars, boats and recreation 
vehicles are so popular in recreation away from home. l521 
Car ownership or mobility is another factor which influences recreation 
participation. The access to an automobile means a greater opportunity to move and 
reach most of the recreation opportunities. At the same time, a possession of a car 
presumably also generates a desire to take part in recreation. 
Most of the recreation activities require a place to be carried on. Some require 
specialized land prepared to accommodate that activity, while others can be performed 
in any suitable area. Because of the confusion of what is regarded man-made and 
what is regarded as natural, they are sometimes called recreation resources. This 
means "a source of supply of recreation opportunities, with no limitations on type or 
locations. "l531 As a matter of fact, all materials and aspects used for recreation can 
be classified as recreation opportunities, such as books, television programs, postage 
stamps, shopping centres, museums, libraries, streets, parks and agricultural lands. 
Most of the recreation resources are developed to hold recreation. The recreation 
areas have to be modified by humans to suit their need as for hiking, picnicking or 
swimming. The degree of modification can vary depending on the intensity of use and 
the location, i.e in urban or in natural areas. Because of the location and the ease of 
access of opportunities in urban areas, they are more important for every day 
recreation in cities. The remote natural areas are usually visited by private car. 
Natural and other open lands can support many informal activities especially in desert 
terrains. The nature of the resources, ownership and distribution affect their 
availability as recreation opportunities and resources. 
Climate is an important factor because it directly affects people by the 
temperature, precipitation, hours of sunshine and wind. Climate is affected by other 
factors like latitude, location and elevation, i.e land mass, high mountains chain and 
sea and large bodies of water. In dry climates, sunshine is longer and precipitation 
is lower, so they are usually suitable for more outdoor recreation activities. But this 
is feasible only in the evenings and early mornings, when the cooling effect of the 
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night and ready escape of heat affect the microclimate. Vigorous activities can be 
restricted by the combination of high temperature and high humidity, so that most 
people incline to passive recreation. Many recreation activities depend on the amount 
of sunshine like sun bathing. Culture, however, may affect peoples behaviour and 
make such activities undesirable and thus sunshine unwanted. Thus people need more 
shaded areas, or they recreate at night when there is no sunshine and heat. 
The dry climate and lack of precipitation have a limiting effect on the flora 
and the fauna of the area. Thus lawns and planted areas are difficult to maintain, even 
with the assistance of irrigation. The type and amount of plants need careful 
consideration. The strong wind especially near the coast may hinder planting certain 
type of vegetation. Air movement can have a positive effect for those who practice 
some activities like kite flaying and sailing. At the same time it can restrain building 
temporary shade by canvas and blow beach sand which can disturb recreationists. The 
cooling breeze, known as sea and land breeze, can be appealing for most recreationist 
in the coast. Nevertheless climate can play an essential role in determining time and 
type of activities practised during recreation. Clear sky and long sunshine may have 
some advantages but they definitely restrict recreation in the middle of the day. Thus 
most of the recreational activities occur during late afternoon or at night. 
In summary, culture and religion influence the type of activities and time of 
recreation. They also define their meanings and how people should perceive them. 
Thus, leisure and recreation should not be targeted for themselves so that they 
consume all the time. They should invigorate the soul of the person and make him 
relaxed and ready to continue other required duties. They should assist the Moslem 
to perform his obligatory duties. The recreation pattern is also affected by a group 
of demographic, socioeconomic and environmental factors. 
An amalgam of most of these factors produced a distinguishable recreation 
pattern in Saudi Arabia. As a nation in the process of development, many factors like 
population, income and education are rapidly changing. Saudis culturally prefer the 
simple and more convenient forms of recreation that do not require great expenditures 
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of effort or time; picnicking, outdoor games, attending and watching sports events. 
This is probably a result of the hot climate and the need for special privacy; as they 
mostly prefer the form of whole family recreation. The increase in population and 
income has resulted in an urban growth in most cities. In Jeddah this expansion 
destroyed the character of the old town and diminished the availability of most of the 
recreation opportunities outside the old city wall. The subsequent development of 
recreational resources could not match the development of the other sectors and were 
far beyond the people aspirations and needs. 
The supply of available facilities is an important factor in that people tend to 
use the facilities available to them. Facilities were limited naturally in the traditional 
environment, due to the need for a compact urban form. But this lack was 
compensated through the homogeneity of the population and the strong social 
relationship between them. This created an ultimate utilization of the available urban 
spaces and the adjacent natural areas. Recently, the structure of the population has 
changed due to new corners and improved health and educational facilities. The life 
style has been changed and the population has become less homogenous. Moreover, 
the lack of planning and design of the urban recreational resources such as community 
gardens and local parks have made them less attractive to the general public. 
The following three chapters will discuss the development of the recreational 
opportunities in Jeddah. They will cover different periods in the history of the city. 
These will include the traditional environment, the transitional period of the 
development and the modern environment. They will exhibit effects of some of the 
above discussed factors and how the existing recreational pattern developed in relation 
to the existing facilities. 
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CHAPTER 3: THE RECREATIONAL SERVICES AND 
ACTIVITIES IN JEDDAH: THE TRADITIONAL ENVIRONMENT 
(PRE-DESTRUCTION OF THE WALL OF SAUDI JEDDAH 1344-
1367 A.H (1925-1948 A.D) 
I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
The history of a place is an important aspect in determining the factors that 
affect the culture of the people. Relating this to the recreation pattern will help us to 
demonstrate how the concept of recreation developed among the people of Jeddah. 
The history of Jeddah as a settlement is recorded from pre-Islamic times. 
Jeddah has been inhabited since approximately the second century B. C. The evidence 
of this antiquity is shown in the writings of many historians, geographers, and 
travellers. The fact that Alexander of Macedonia had come to Makkah in the days of 
Nadhr lbn Kenanah, crossing the sea from J eddah heading west, was referred to by 
the historian Al-Ansari in his book, the encyclopedia of Jeddah's history (Mawsooat 
Tarikh Madinat Juddah). Alexander lived in the 4th century B. C., between 
356-323. [l) 
Jeddah was located in the vicinity of shallow sea water with several chains of 
reefs that can be cleared only by expert mariners. Although this was a natural defence 
against invaders and was one of the reasons for locating on the sea at this point, it 
imposed difficulties for navigation, which the city depends on. This was the main 
reason for the transfer of the port of Makkah from Jeddah to Al-Shu'ibah, in a 
location about 20 kilometre to the south of Jeddah.l21 
After Islam and particularly in the year 26 A.H (646 A.D), the third Caliph 
Othman was called in to find a harbour safer from pirates raids, and to meet the 
increased requirements derived from the expansion of the Islamic Empire. He visited 
Jeddah and then ordered the return to Jeddah from Al-Shu'ibah, and made it the port 
for Muslim pilgrims crossing the Red Sea. l3J Then Jeddah, although considered as 
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one of Makkah' s villages, was a great sea port where ships anchored from Egypt and 
Yemen. The distance between Jeddah and Makkah is about 40 miles.l41 
Jeddah, the ancient city on the Red Sea coast was known by three variations 
of name. "Juddah", "Jeddah", and "Jaddah", the pronunciation differs according to 
the linguistic root of the word. "Juddah" means the parts of the sea or the river close 
to the land, and was also the name given to Makkah' s port, because of its location 
along the seashore. As time passes, the colloquial present local pronunciation of 
"Jeddah", became prevalent. The other name "Jaddah", meaning grandmother, is 
based on an inaccurate legend which says that Eve, the mother of mankind, was 
buried in the city. This is also strongly denied by the scholars with authority in the 
subject. rsJ 
The oldest existing diagram for Jeddah was drawn by Ibn Al-Mujawir, an 
Arab traveller in the 'J'h century A.H (13th century A.D). This indicated Jeddah as a 
city bounded by the sea on the west side, by mountains and arid areas on the east 
side. Eve's tomb was 
located in the north 
eastern side of the city, 
as illustrated in figure 
3 .1. He described it as 
a small city on the Red 
Sea coast, the potable 
water was scarce and 
brought from a 
distance. l61 
Figure (3.1): The oldest 
diagram of Jeddah and its 
surroundings, according to 
lbn Al-Mujawir, in the early 
13th century B.C. (Source: 
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Another traveller Nassir Khursaw visited Jeddah in the year 469 A.H (1050 
A. D), and described it as a great city surrounded by a wall with beautiful market, and 
a population of about 5000 males. Although the city was flourishing with buildings, 
it lacked trees and plantations due to the scarcity of water. 
IT. WATER AND RECREATION 
Water is a very important element in the life of any settlement or any living 
being. The culture of Moslems and Arabs in particular appreciate very well the role 
of water; either through their religious teachings or through experience. Water is 
linked strongly with the opportunities of recreation in many societies and many 
different environments. In a barren climate, water and vegetation are recognized as 
precious elements in promoting promenade and recreation. Although the sea is the 
main recreational opportunity for J eddah people, potable water played a vital role in 
rendering other recreational opportunities. The following story of potable and 
irrigation water and its effect on recreation services is worth recording. 
The problem of the water supply in Jeddah was severe and alleviated mainly 
by providing cisterns hewn from hard rocks, to collect water from rainfall. The use 
of cisterns continued until the lOth century A.H (15th century A.D), when the first 
continual water supply from a spring reached the city. The spring was built and 
connected to the city by orders from Sultan Kanshu Al-Ghuri, one of the Mumluk 
Sultans. The water was drawn from wells in the nearby suburbs, and connected to 
Jeddah by means of pipes and trenches. l7J The supply continued for some time, until 
the conditions of the spring deteriorated and ceased twice, the last time in the year 
1304 A.H (1885 A.D). Then the Turkish government, lead by Sultan Abdulhamid 
Althani, commanded the construction and recovering of an old water spring called 
Alwaziriahl81 , which was later designated by the Sultan name Alhamidiah. A Turkish 
writer alluded to the delight of the people when the water from this spring reached 
the city in 1304 A.H (1885 A.D). He mentioned that there was a surplus of water, 
which was used to grow affluent gardens, and to build pools and basins. These were 
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utilized by the people for promenade. l91 Close to the Makkah Gate, which was 
known at that time as Al-Soor Gate (The Wall Gate), there was a large water 
reservoir with taps to dispense potable water. The overflow water discharged into a 
large pool to irrigate a large garden. There was an inscription which indicated that 
this splendid manhal (water dispensing pool) was erected by the orders of Sultan 
Abdulhamid Althani in the year 1304 A.H (1885 A.D) This suburb was also referred 
to in The Encyclopedia Britannica, which described Jeddah and mentioned that there 
was a rambling suburb in front ofBab Makkah (Makkah Gate), that had shops, cafe's 
and a market place. In the military barracks there were a beautiful pool and garden, 
which made a pleasant scene, visited by people especially in the eventide. uo1 
Water springs continued to supply Jeddah with water until they deteriorated 
and the water became scarce. There were vain attempts by several governments to 
restore the supply. In the year 1325 A.H (1906 A.D) the Turkish government 
established the sea water condensation plant in Jeddah, which was known as 
Al-Kindasah. Along with the cisterns this was the main potable water source for some 
time. (More description and analysis will be covered later, under the Saudi 
government) 
It is not the scope of this chapter to offer a detailed analysis of water history 
in Jeddah, but to review the major periods which influenced the recreation 
opportunities and the social life of J eddah people. Although the main recreational 
opportunities were dominated by the existence of the sea, the people utilized the 
alleys, the small open spaces in their communities, and the abutting natural areas to 
the maximum use, which fulfilled part of their needs. Outside the city limits, it was 
clear that the recreation opportunities, in the form of gardens, flourished when 
potable water supply exceeded the city demand, and there was a surplus of water 
which was used for plantations and fountains. In rainy seasons, the natural areas were 
used as well for hunting and picnics. 
The existence of the previous elements seems to be vital for a good recreation 
opportunity. The reason for their importance lies apparently in two factors; the first 
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one is the environment, the barren sandy landscape, and the lack of water and 
vegetation. When these elements are introduced, people try to take an advantage of 
their existence, which changes their original environment. The second one is the 
culture, as Muslims are promised entry to paradise. The image of paradise is also 
completely different from their real life. It has been represented in their holy book, 
Quran, where many verses describe that the Moslem will be rewarded in paradise 
with gardens and fountains: 
"And because they were patient and constant, He will reward them 
with a Garden and (garments of) silk. Reclining in the (Garden) on 
raised thrones, they will see there neither the sun's (excessive heat) 
nor (the moon's) excessive cold. And the shades of the (Garden) will 
come low over them, and the bunches (of fruit), there, will hang low 
in humility. '1£111 
"A Fountain where the Devotees of God do drink, making it flow in 
unstinted abundance. "l121 
m. THE URBAN FORM 
The period which will be covered in this part is the period between the capture 
of the city by lbn Saud in 1344 A.H (1925 A. D), and the destruction of the city wall 
of old Jeddah in the year 1367 A.H (1948 A.D). The modem history of Jeddah 
started after the city was incorporated into Saudi Arabia. 
The city was surrounded by a high wall of mud and stones. The city extended 
along the beach for about a mile, the enclosing ramparts flanked by towers of 
different shapes. The seaward angles were commanded by two forts, in the northern 
of which were the prison and other public buildings; the one to the south was built 
later, an overall view in figure 3.2. There were three gates, Madinah gate on the 
north, Makkah gate on the east, and Yaman gate on the south. This gate was also 
called Bab Sharif (Noble man's Gate). Bab Al-Bunt was located on the seaward side 
and incorporated in the customs building, which open to Suq (the market).u31 
Chapter 3 44 
The city pattern was 
compact, buildings inside the 
walls were closely packed 
without any particular 
arrangement. The city houses 
were lofty and well built. The 
streets consequently were 
irregular in width and 
wavering in direction, 
broadening from narrow alleys 
to tiny squares. The only large 
open space was a rectangular 
one near the customs building; 
a smaller one in the northern 
corner of the city functioned as 
an open air market. u41 
(Figure 3.3). 
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3 Italian Consular Chancery 
4 Italian Legation 
tt House of H. SL John B. Phllby 
12 Al.falah School 
13 Pasha Mosque 
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I OaJmaqamat 
9 Egyptian legation 
tO Mlsr Hotel 
15 Alcuh Mosque 
16 Post Office 
17 Bab ai-Bunt 
18 Mlmar Mosque 
19 House of the Amlr aJ.8ahr 
20 House of the Saudi Ar. &41nlng 
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Figure (3.2): Plan of Jeddah in 1938 A.D, showing the city 
inside the walls, the walls and the surroundings. (Source: Pesce A., 
Jiddah Portrait ... , p.107) 
Walled old Jeddah embodied three quarters harat or mahallat, outside the wall 
there were several suburbs. The quarters or mahallat within the wall were: 
o Mahallat Al-Yemen, located to the direction of Yemen, to the south of 
the city, which included Harat Al-Bahar (Old Port district). Houses of 
some . well-known families such as Nasif and Jamjoom were 
accommodated in this quarter. 
o Mahallat Al-Mazlum (tyrannized or ill-treated man), named ~fter a 
person killed unjustly by the Turkish government. 
o Mahallat Al-Sham situated in the northern sector of the city. The 
traditional houses of Banajah were located in this quarter. Figure 3.4. 
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Figure (3.3): A rare view for old Jeddah, dated 1940 A.D, showing part of the city, the compact 
form and the winding streets. (Source: Pesce A., Jiddah Portrait ... , p.112) 
Around the city there were different suburbs, where bedouins used to live. 
They worked mainly in logging timber, and then selling it in Jeddah. These suburbs 
were merely collections of brushwood huts built from palm trunks and palm-fronds. 
South of the city, there was a notable settlement called Nakatu (see figure 3.4). The 
main inhabitants of this village were from west African negroes, who had decided to 
make Jeddah their home after pilgrimage or who had come as migrants in search of 
a living. The men worked as water porters or stevedores in the port. Some of these 
suburbs and settlements developed later and grew as harat or mahallat (main 
quarters); which were then incorporated into the city, like Al-Nazlah Al-Yamaniah 
Al-Rwais, Nazlat Bani Malik, Al-Kandarah, Al-Thalebah Al-Gurayyat and 
Al-Baghdadyah. £151 The total built-up area was about 62 hectare, with the buildings 
occupying an area of 29 hectares. l161 The municipality duties were very limited and 
concentrated mainly on cleaning and sweeping the city streets. 
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Figure (3.4): A mosaic of vertical ariel photographs of Jeddah in 1948 A.D, showing the city 
outline, the main three quarters and the growing suburbs. (Source: Pesce A., Jiddah Portrait ... , p.117) 
Jeddah inherited all the major char~cteristics of a traditional Moslem Arab 
town. These can be summarised as the clear definition of boundaries; small gateways; 
narrow winding street pattern; an organization based on hierarchy of open spaces; a 
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mosque as a central feature; a suq; and a residential quarter. The residential quarters 
were characterized by the clear separation of public from private life by a hierarchy 
of open spaces, progressing from the private transition to the public one. This was 
really manifested by the movement of a dweller which was described as: 
"moving through a series of spacial enclaves from most private and 
individualistic to most public and plural, his behavior adjusted 
according to the spatial sequence he experiences. In old Jeddah, 
leaving the entrance hall or private courtyard, with its bright and 
attractive privacy, he entered a lesser degree of privacy in the narrow 
dimly lit lane outside, moving then into the places which belonged to 
the inhabitants of the immediate neighborhood. There was progressive 
loss of privacy and increase of public identity as he travelled along the 
lane and entered the communal streets of the Mohalla, where he came 
out of seclusion into the openness of public spaces. Arriving at souk he 
reached the maximum extent of public identity. On the way back to his 
home he retrieved his privacy in reverse order. "[t?J 
In fact the city form integrated the social life and the social needs of Jeddah 
people. The house design of old Jeddah responded to the family needs, in keeping 
with Islamic custom. The ground floor was dedicated mainly for the reception, linked 
and opened to the street or the square. The first floor was for the guests, and the 
remaining floors were for the family. The roof was usually articulated and divided 
into different levels used for family gatherings, childrens' play, and for sleeping 
during fine summer evenings. 
IV. THE SOCIAL LIFE 
The assessment of the relationship between city form and social structure will 
be clearer if the main features of the traditional way of life are described. The 
historical background shows that J eddah progressed and developed with the tide of 
an Arab-Islamic civilization. Jeddah culture was therefore firmly rooted in 
Arab-Islamic heritage. The town's culture, drawing upon the sources of Islam, was 
well integrated, homogenous, simple, and austere. The society was mainly 
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conservative in what they said or how they acted. They practised trading and inclined 
to luxury, enjoying the pleasures of life, in accordance with their culture. U81 
The traditional society in Jeddah can be classified into three different classes: 
a The rich and prominent persons (eminent or important men) usually 
merchants working in trade. 
a Middle class people, usually from people employed by the government 
or from traders and religious Ulama (religious people). 
a The populace or the laity. 
These classes worked in harmony and adhered to each other. Most families 
in Jeddah depended on trade as their main income. They specialized in one or more 
commodities and they were usually very rich. Al-Ansari mentioned, when Al-
Batnouni visited Jeddah in 1327 A.H (1908 A.D) that the fortune of some of the 
people of Jeddah reached about one million pounds (probably Egyptian pounds).£191 
The traditional families in Jeddah were usually large, multi-generational and 
living in one great house as a nuclear family. The life of the family was characterized 
by the strong ties among the family members. The whole family lived in one house, 
led by the grandfather or the father. £20J Ahmed Qendeel in his book. dedication, 
wrote: 'To the house that gathered all the family from the old, from my grandmother .. 
to my aunt Sara, to Sahroor'£211 (Sahroor is a child's name). Every house held the 
name of the family occupying it, like Nasifs house and Banajah's house. 
The grandfather or the father was the ultimate authority in the house, followed 
by his wife or his oldest son in case of his death or absence. All the family were 
commanded by the head of the family, ladies were not allowed to leave the house to 
visit relatives without his permission. If they received permission, they had to be back 
before sun set. £221 Inside the house the wife had the final authority after her 
husband's death, assisted by her oldest son or daughter. The oldest son became 
responsible for father business and public affairs. r231 The influence and respect 
between the men of the family had to be reflected in their dealings with each other. 
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The lady depended completely on the man, which manifested the interdependence and 
the strong ties among the family. 
The social relationship among neighbours was very strong, due to the 
conceptual framework of the extended family. This acted as a nucleus in maintaining 
strong social ties and thus created the basis for the constitution of the structure of the 
larger communities and the family group existing within them.£241 
~~ ... the home was the nucleus of the hara which comprised a group of 
homes for the family, clan or tribe, all of which appeared 
interconnected and packed together, but each also having a private 
internal courtyard to be used by the residents. "l251 
The ties were very strong. A woman who did not have a man or father in the home, 
would make the dough for bread and leave it by her door. The first passer would take 
it to the bakery and return it back to her when baked. 
The social life of the community was a form of respect for every person, a 
collaboration among each other. The result of this was a safe and a secure feeling 
among the residents. The families, ladies and children, were safeguarded by all the 
community men. The boundaries of every community or house was respected by all, 
and would not be crossed without prior permission. 
This was a brief description of the form of the social life in old Jeddah. How 
this integrated with the city form to offer a place for recreation, and how that 
integration affected the recreation pattern is the subject of the next section. 
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V. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN URBAN FORM, SOCIAL LIFE AND 
RECREATIONAL PATTERN IN OLD JEDDAH 
From the previous discussions, the urban and the surrounding environment of 
Jeddah can be divided into three main sections as in the illustrative diagram in figure 
3.5. 
o the urban environment, the city inside the walls, 
o the environment outside the city wall, which can be divided into 
another two sections, the abutting areas and the more distant natural 
areas, and 
o the sea beaches and the islands. 
,.----HOUSE 






Approached by all family members Approached mainly by men and children 
Figure (3.5): A diagram illustrating the limits of the recreational opportunities in Jeddah and its 
surrounding, showing the domain for each member of a family. 
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Every section of the above represented a distinctive recreational opportunity, which 
in turn influenced the whole recreational pattern, particularly inside the 
neighbourhood. The following is a discussion of how the urban form and the social 
life integrated and what are the noticeable effects on the recreational pattern. 
A. The Walled City 
Inside the city ramparts recreation was very limited especially for ladies. That 
was due to two factors, the first was physically, the city form. The other was 
socially, the relationship between the community members and the role of the ladies 
in the society. 
The main element in the city was the house. The city was composed of a 
group of houses which, along with other elements provided facilities and services for 
the inhabitants. The houses were organically joined as a group of houses called a 
neighbourhood or hara. The concept of hara was very important, and respected by 
all it's dwellers. The dweller normally related personally to his own hara. The Jeddah 
townscape was formed also by Al-suq (the market), the mosque, the pathways, the 
streets, and the communal plazas. The street patterns were such that they usually led 
to communal plazas of varying sizes and importance. The communal spaces were 
distributed in the town so that each group of houses could be oriented towards its 
community area. Most often the common area was formed by a simple widening of 
a street as it turned a corner, or a setback in the street or the junction of two alleys. 
The alleys and the passages usually ended in a communal court filled with children 
playing games and men sitting on a terrace. £261 
The ground floors of most of the old houses were usually linked with the open 
spaces outside. In the morning they provided immediate spaces for smaller children 
to play near their homes, while watched by their mothers through Rawshans (wooden 
lattices), which allowed her to view outside without affecting her privacy. In 
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afternoons and early evenings those spaces provided sitting places for adults, that 
linked directly to the house where they could be served with coffee and tea. 
The houses of old Jeddah usually had two entrances, the front was reserved 
for use by men; the rear entry for family and ladies (see figure 3.6 for a typical plan 
of the houses). The ground floor was mainly for male guests, the upper floors were 
used by the men and women of the house and female guests. The roof or satoh was 
an elaborate arrangement of several private areas called kharjah, (figure 3. 7). This 
was the most appropriate means to achieve a series of private open space which were 
adequately under control of the family. [27] 
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Figure (3.6): A typical ground floor plans for old houses in Jeddah, showing the male and female 
entrances. (Source: Arab cities ... , p.201) 
Children usually played nearby those spaces. The play equipment was very 
limited, mainly swings, which were built in the large open spaces during Eid (feasts) 
occasions. But the children used to play a diversity of games like: 
KABAT: a child hiding, and the others trying to find him. 
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JALA: a sock filled with old clothes to form a ball to play football. 
BARAJOH: marbles, where they dig several holes in the ground, and by hitting 
marbles with each other, they lead. them to the holes. 
BIRBIR: a series of blocks drawn on the ground, the child have to pass from 
one block to another by one foot, while holding the other foot. 
Figure (3. 7): The elaboration of the roof, making several kharjah in one of the old houses in 
Jeddah. (Source: Stacey, Jeddah Old and New, p.27) 
The connections between the members of the neighbourhood were very 
distinct. They recognized each other and often relatives lived close to each other. 
Since the neighbourhood was composed mainly of homes for families only, privacy 
and security were the most prevalent characteristics. The families, the ladies and 
children, were really kept safe by the men of the community. Thus, every 
neighbourhood or community was protected by it's dwellers and nobody allowed to 
break in. Though strangers were allowed to pass they were not allowed to intrude into 
the neighbourhood or move around. These principles and behavioural guidelines were 
set by the religion and the culture of the people. The concept of privacy was highly 
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regarded between Moslems which provides a means of enjoying living among the 
community members. It was social etiquette that when a lady passed before a man, 
he should not look at her, but he should lower his head, which corresponds to the 
Quran teachings: 
''Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze and guard 
their modesty: that will make for greater purity for them: and God is 
well acquainted with all that they do. "l281 
The other guideline was to protect the privacy of ladies, and how they should look 
when they were outdoor. Allah said: 
"And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and 
guard their modesty; that they should not display their beauty and 
ornaments except what (must ordinary) appear thereof,· that they should 
draw their veils over their bosoms and not display their beauty except 
to their husbands, their fathers, ... 'l[291 
The prophet also discouraged men from sitting in streets and thoroughfares, 
to provide safe places for passers by, especially ladies. He knew that it is quite 
difficult to follow, but he wanted to assure the rights of the thoroughfares. The 
prophet in one of the hadiths (tradition: what the prophet said or did) said: 
"Avoid sitting on thoroughfares ',they said it is difficult to avoid as it 
is our gathering places where we spend time talking, 'but ifyou insist 
then you should respect the rights of thoroughfares'. What are the 
rights they asked, 'A void staring, do not create harm. Salute back to 
those who salute you, bid to honour and forbid dishonour. '1[301 
In another hadith (Tradition), he said: 
"A void the three accursed: excreting in streams, in thoroughfares and 
in the shade '1[311 
A person living in this environment expected to respect the feelings of the 
others who might share the same environment with him. The hierarchy of the open 
spaces and the social life helped in protecting the neighbourhood and ensured its 
safety from intruders. This encouraged the dwellers to utilize those spaces to their 
needs (see figure 3.9). These recreational needs ranged from providing a safe place 
for children to play near their homes and ladies to go out to visit neighbours and 
relatives, to a place for men to gather (see figure 3.8). Men usually met above one 
of the terraces (Dakkat) chatting and sometimes reviewing the Quran and religious 
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teachings. Indirectly, 
those terraces provided 
a place to watch and 
deter any stranger or 
intruder. Children 
usually played close to 
those terraces in the 
open squares and the 
nearby alleys. 
Figure (3.8): A group of ladies gathering indoor, chatting, sipping 
Arabian coffee, and tea. (Source: Qendeel A., Jeddah, The Sea ... , Vol I, 
p.176) 
The overall view can be appreciated in the following translation from an 
interview with Sheikh Mohammad Ezzayah in lqraa Magazine. He said that: "the life 
in past time, was not complicated as these days. The people had plenty of leisure time 
for consolation, amusement, and play. Listening to songs was one of our activities, 
we used to go to the areas near cisterns and in barahat, where the singers usually 
sang. They also used to play football by a local made ball from goat's skin and hair. 
They played dominoes and kabat (a traditional game). In the past time, people to a 
certain extent used to sleep early; by sunset boys should be in their homes or playing 
very close to them. After sunset the boys and youths should sit near their fathers or 
grandfathers in almirkaz (one of the terraces usually close to the Omdah (chieftain) 
house), where the prominent people used to gather. "£321 
The youths usually gathered outside the walls, but at night, when they came 
back from the sea, they gathered in cafe's inside the wall. There was also another 
place called Al-barzah, (another form of the terraces), where they gathered and played 
intellectual games like chess, balott (cards) and dominoes. 
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Kharjah (Open Roof), Private Open 
Space for the use of the family. 
....___ _ Dakkah (Terrace), semi public open 
space for men gathering and children 
playing. 
. . ··-
Zugag (Alley), semi private, semi 
public open space, for the use of 
hrah children to play and the 
women's movement. 
.....• 
Figure (3.9): The hierarchy and use of the open spaces in part of a hara (traditional 
neighbourhood). 
The cultural background of Moslems insist that the lady should be protected 
by her father, brother, husband, or one of her closest relatives. She should not be 
seen by strangers. Thus, the privacy was very strict, which in turn influenced the 
design of the external spaces of the neighbourhood, by being evenly distributed and 
fragmented into smaller open spaces. The hierarchy and the form of the open spaces 
conveyed a message to the strangers and the intruders. That was primarily to allow 
free movement of ladies, and to provide safe and secure territory for the whole hara 
dweller. This arrangement or form was not only a result of the social or cultural 
factors, but also a mix of physical, climatic and social factors. The activities were 
also directed towards passive recreation especially for adults, which was apparently 
for two reasons; the first, was the size of the open spaces. The sizes of the open 
spaces were rather small to allow major active recreation, such as football and sports 
activities. The second factor was the relationship between neighbours; the wish not 
to disturb each other by causing nuisance. Respectively, most of the adult's activities 
were forced towards the sea and the areas outside the city wall. 
B. The Outside of the City Walls 
Jeddah was lacking in gardens and parks, due to the lack of water. Part of the 
opportunities for recreation were linked mainly with the availability of water and 
plantations. The surplus from the spring water that supplied Jeddah throughout its 
history, allowed the development of gardens and parks which were used extensively 
by the people for promenades. When water became scarce or was cut off for any 
reason, the gardens and parks wilted and were abandoned. The abundance of water 
controlled the location of these gardens and parks; either near to the distribution 
points, or near governmental agencies, which had surplus of water. 
The people of Jeddah used to go to the natural areas outside the city walls, 





The open areas abutting the city wall (see figure 3.10). 
The remote valleys and mountainous areas. 
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Figure (3.10): A sketch showing the abutting natural area of Jeddah, close to Madinah Gate. 
(Source: Pesce A., Jiddah Portrait ... , p.109) 
The areas abutting the city wall were within a very close walking distance 
from the city. In rainy seasons they turned into beautiful green gardens with a variety 
of colourful flowers and plants. The places were full of life and pleasure for the 
people, especially in afternoons. The prominent residents of Jeddah used to gather 
there, their main activities were chatting and debating on religious and immediate 
trade affairs until the sunset prayers. They eventually formed a sort of social club 
called Nadi Al-Salah, (the Prayers Club).£331 The youths gathered on a nearby hill 
forming another club, discussing literature. 
Other youth activities ranged from passive activities like these discussed above 
to an active pursuits like hunting birds and locusts (see figure 3.11). They used to go 
on what they called geelah (a full day outside), with their families and friends. 
Special fish dishes were usually cooked along with the famous maadoos dish (made 
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of lentils). Ahmed Qendeel in an Arabic poem described the scene which can be 
translated as: 
~~ ... how many times we went outside the city wall, in joy with friends. 
We went to the vacant flat areas, where we can hunt locusts and birds 
by nets, and we ate tamees (special bread) and rusk with the 
professionally prepared tea. And how many times we gathered and 
laugh by saying jokes, ... and by cooking maadoos over the coal and 
wood fire, close to the mother of all human kind (Eve). '1£341 
The area was large and 
empty to the extent that the 
people used to play and spend 
days of enjoyment without 
disturbing others. A new 
phenomena began to develop at 
that time outside the city in the 
nearby suburbs. Those areas 
were Al-Murabaat, small 
houses, composed of a room or 
two, a courtyard and a place 
for cooking, usually built from 
mud. The families of Jeddah 
used to rent these houses to 
spend a few days, where they 
spent the evenings in 
conversation. l351 
Figure (3.11): A sketch illustrating some of the youths activities, 
like hunting locust and birds. (Source: Qendeel A., Jeddah. The 
Sea ... , Vol I, p. 72) 
The distant areas were usually reached by cars. At that time the ownership of 
cars was very limited. They used to go in groups and parties, enjoying the scenery, 
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picnics, and hunting. One of these places was the dark bushy valley of Sawadiya. 
Philpy noted that he visited this place, '/had often come here with picnic or shooting 
parties'. l361 The inaccessibility of these areas restricted their use to people who 
could afford travelling to them, such as the prominent and rich people, though youths 
and some families shared the cost of the trip. 
C. The Sea 
The main promenade in Jeddah was the sea and its views, which had a 
beautiful change of colours, due to the closeness of the coral reefs to the surface of 
the water. The peoples' enjoyment of the marine promenade was, afld still is, a 
reality. Some people liked to spend the time of sunrise and sunset at the seaside, 
where they could sit or walk, some spend the light of the day or the darkness of the 
night along the edges of the sea in a tent, rented house or under the hollowed rocks, 
some of them took boats to enjoy fishing or sailing especially on moonlit nights. £371 
The sea contributed two main recreational opportunities: 
o the beaches of the sea, and 
o the islands. 
The seafront of the city was used mainly as a seaport. But at the same time, 
the ships at anchorage provided a special recreational activity. The men and youths 
used to go to these ships to buy fruit, soft drinks, water brought from the Nile, and 
had lunch on the board. This was mainly during hajj (pilgrimage) time, and in the 
eids feasts. 
The main beaches used were those to the north of the city up to Obhor (a 
creek north of Jeddah). The beach of Obhor was recognized as the most beautiful 
beach on the Red Sea. It later developed as a popular beach with hotel, houses and 
cabins. The people used to go on a daily basis to the beaches close to the northern 
gate. The activities for families were mainly passive, sitting and drinking tea. The 
youths usually swam, fished, and boated. The preferred time for going to this area 
was in the afternoons until sunset. Mr Lari wrote in Iqraa magazine, recalling his 
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memories, by saying that: " ... from above the high hill, which overlooks the sea, we 
used to watch the people scurrying towards the city, before it got dark and the gates 
closed. "£381 
The nearby islands were utilized also for promenading. The main islands were, 
Abu Saad, Al-Wasitah and Umm Ali. People used to go for a whole day or even 
several days. They usually went in groups accompanied by singers and others, who 
usually contributed to the recreational activities. Their main activities were fishing, 
swimming and playing different games as they used to do inside the city. The largest 
and closest island was Abu Saad island. The facilities on those islands are from the 
time the islands were adopted 
as quarantine islands during 
hajj time. Al-Murabaat were 
also built on the island and 
rented to the people (see 
figure 3.12). Mr Qendeel 
mentioned that they used to 
go to the islands quite early 
in the morning, during 
Fridays and feast time. They 
usually drank tea and smoked 
shishah (hubble-bubble), and 
spending the night around the 
beaches, in fishing and 
boating. 
Figure (3.12): A sketch illustrating a group of people fishing on 
a boat, and a view to an island with the images of Al-Murabaat. 
(Source: Qendeel A., Jeddah, The Sea ... , Vol I, p.70) 
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In summary, the overall traditional recreational opportunities in Jeddah were 
distributed along three levels (refer to figure 3.5). The first was the house, and the 
immediate environment and open spaces in hara, which provided a leisure opportunity 
for the whole family, although it was oriented to passive activities and being indoors 
for ladies. The second level was the areas outside the city wall. They were mostly 
outdoor especially for the families, where the ladies could feel free and enjoy their 
leisure time. Though those spaces were considered as open natural areas, they were 
very close to the city which gave them advantages for use by families and youths. 
The third one was the remote natural areas, reserved mainly for the people who could 
afford travel costs to those spaces. 
The overall conclusion is that the recreational opportunities were 
accommodated in different levels (see figure 3.13), the house, the neighbourhood, the 
city and outside the city. Women's activities were usually confined to the home, 
visiting relatives and neighbours, or going up to the roof (represented vertically in the 
diagram). They could also enjoy most of the outdoor activities outside the city limits 
where more privacy could be obtained. The men and children could enjoy the 
activities in the house, hara, city (represented horizontally in the diagram), and 
outside the city. Most of their activities were outdoor. 
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In house 
level, each 









Men and children 
had acess to jina and 
alleyways. 
Neighbomhood (hara) Level 
The whole family + Men alone (majority) 
Men + Children + Women 
Abutting Areas Beaches I Sea 
Within the City Leve~ men and children had access to 
jina (open space between buildings}, Barahat and the 
coffee houses. Ladies had access to roofs or within house. 
City Level 
Which also extends to remote natural areas. 
Submbs, including Al-murabaat, and I Remote natural areas. 
the nearby natural areas. 
Figure (3.13): · The domain limits for the recreational opportunities for each member of a household. 
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CHAPTER 4: THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD: JEDDAH IN THE 
PERIOD FROM THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY WALL 
UNTIL 1390 A.H (1970 A.D) 
In the year 1367 A.H (1948 A.D) the minister of finance was driving around 
the city with Mr English, an American vice-president of International Bechtel 
Engineering Corporation. The minister was thinking of constructing a pier in the 
harbour of Jeddah, but the land fill problem was his main concern. The engineer 
suggested that the rubble from the wall could be used for the reclamation.U1 The 
destruction of the city wall took place in spring of that year and has changed the face 
of the city. It coincided with the first national building and economic boom which 
started in 1370 A.H (1950 A.D) and lasted until 1375 A.H (1956 A.D). Th~ boom 
was linked mainly with the exploitation of the east coast oilfields of Saudi Arabia, 
which started shortly after the end of the second world war, coupled by the 
government decision to diversify the economy through modernization and 
industrialization. l2J It was not an immediate change, but a gradual change which 
continues until today. The change in this period of study took three stages: 
o the first oil boom, which clearly affected the city after the demolition 
of the wall until 1375 A.H (1956 A. D), 
o the period between 1375-1383 A.H (1956-1964 A. D), characterized by 
slower growth and insignificant change, and 
o the third period of 1383 A.H (1964 A.D) and thereafter, which 
experienced extensive development and a building boom. 
The following is a study of the changes in urban form and social life, and their 
effect on the recreational opportunities in Jeddah. 
I. WATER AND RECREATION 
Until 1365 A.H (1946 A.D), The main water supplies for Jeddah were Al-
Waziriyah spring water and Al-Kindasah (condensing plants). The damage to one of 
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the Al-Kindasah machines resulted in a crisis in the potable water supply (figure 4.1). 
This forced the government to resolve the water supply problems. King Abdulaziz 
donated a waqf (endowment) to 
supply Jeddah with spring 
water from Wadi Fatimah (65 
kilometres east of Jeddah) and 
Khulais. The spring was 
named Al-Aziziyyah after its 
inauguration (the name is 
derived from King Abdulaziz 
name). It reached J eddah in 
1367 A.H (1948 A.D), the 
year of the wall demolition.£31 
Figure (4.1): A cartoon 
showing a quarrel among several 
persons, in order to get a share of 
water. (Source: Qendeel A., Jeddah, 
The Sea ... , p.62). 
·~. "'·~· ~ 
. _: . :~ ~ -_ 
'":~- .. :·-,;· -
- ~~ ... - .. 
A short review of water supply will show the extent of the development in the 
water industry in Jeddah. In the first year, water production was about 650,000 
gallons, while the population was about 30,000 inhabitants. By the year of 1373 A.H 
(1954 A.D) the production had increased to 5,000,000 gallons, and the population 
was about 50,000 inhabitants. In 1383 A.H (1964 A.D) the water production rose to 
11,000,000 gallons, and the population was about 70,000 inhabitants. By the year 
1390 A.H (1971 A.D), the production had doubled to 22,000,000, while the 
population had increased by five times to about 381,000 inhabitants. l41 This shows 
that there were some periods where there was abundance of water which encouraged 
tree planting all over the city. 
With the arrival of water in the city, the municipality started to plant the 
squares, the roundabouts, and the streets. Al-Baya'h square is typical of planting from 
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this period (figure 4.2). Gardens and planting spread all over the city especially in 
palaces and villas. The existence of these plantations discouraged people from going 
to the natural recreational places outside the city. ~51 The ministry of Agriculture also 
established a farm in Makkah Road at Kilo 10, which was opened to the public at 
weekends. Traditionally people used to go to private farms for a picnic, especially on 
Fridays. The inauguration of this farm for the public encouraged people to use it. As 
reported by Al-Ansari, men, ladies, and children could be observed in groups and 
alone all over the farm. £61 
Figure (4.2): Al-Baya 'h (Coronation) Square, in the immediate north of the old city at the 
beginning of Madinah Road, was a distinguished parade-ground. Showing the plantation and the use 
of the fountain. (Source: Pesce A., Jiddah Portrait ... , p.162). 
In relation to the private sector, two private parks opened, one outside the 
city limits close to the Ministry of Agriculture farm, at Kilo 10 Makkah Road.f71 
This park was open to visitors paying moderate entrance fees. It consisted of a 
restaurant, coffee house and a cafeteria to sell soft drinks. It was well lit and planted 
with a variety of trees, shrubs and flowers. There were also stone terraces and 
wooden chairs. Play equipment was provided for children and men. As the site was 
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outside the city limits an Istraha (rest house) was provided for lodging. The other 
park was established inside the city, on the Red Sea coast at the border of the old city 
close to Prince Abdullah Al-Faysal building. There were gardens, pools and a mini-
zoo.£81 Figure 4.3 shows the type of gardens and parks which developed at the 
nearby beaches and hotels during this period. These would either be solely for men, 
or for separate sexes on specified days. 
Figure (4.3): A view to a private park, showing the pool, a group of people riding a small boat and 
seating spread all over the place. (Source: Al-Ansari A., Encyclopeadia of Jeddah's ... , Modem 
Buildings Appendix, n.p). 
Around 1383 A.H (1965 A.D) King Faysal ordered the removal of the wall 
surrounding Khozam palace. The charming gardens of the palace were to be 
accessible to the public. This park can be considered as the first urban public park for 
the city. £91 Unfortunately, the lack of maintenance and upkeep of the gardens, 
allowed them to deteriorate and the good intention to provide quality open space 
never came to fruition. The sea continued to play an important role in the location of 
recreation facilities. Most of the newly developed recreational parks occurred close 
to the sea. Obhor, an attractive inlet north of Jeddah, also attracted more people, 
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when the transportation became easier and quicker. Shalihat (cabins) were built and 
rented, also private villas started to emerge close to the sea front. Another 
recreational area began to develop at Qubbat Asharah between Obhor and Jeddah. 
This was a public open beach. The natural areas were still popular with the people 
especially in the rainy seasons, when land becomes green and the weather cooler, 
especially between afternoon and sunset. 
ll. THE URBAN FORM 
The years between 1368-1375 A.H (1949-1956 A.D), experienced a 
remarkable growth rate which set the pattern of the present city form. The first ring 
road was built over the ruins of the wall, encircling the old city. Beyond this the 
expansion of the city coalesced with the surrounding suburbs. The growth of the city 
took several directions, oriented towards the adjacent suburbs and directed by the 
main roads which emerged from the main gates of the old city on the path of the old 
caravan ways. Figure 4.4, (same as figure 3.4 in the previous chapter), is an ariel 
view taken in 1371 A.H (1952 A.D) showing the city pattern, the nearby suburbs, 
which became incorporated into the city, and the airfield runway in top right. 
Some developments around the city played an important role in the direction 
of the city growth. These were to the east, Makkah Road, Khozam palace and Al-
Nuzlah (a surrounding neighbourhood); to the south, the newly built and improved 
seaport (one mile south of the old port), and the newly built Seaport Pilgrims City, 
which was built around 1369-1370 A.H (1950-1951 A.D); to the north, Madinah 
Road, influenced by the newly erected residential compound of the Amir (Prince) 
Faysal, (Faysal was the third king of Saudi Arabia from 1964-1975 A. D). This Royal 
compound gave rise to Al-Sharafeyyah suburb, which was occupied by the upper 
class, and was a favoured location for foreign embassies and consulates. In 1376 A.H 
(1957 A.D), all ministries, except the foreign ministry, were transferred to Riyadh 
the Kingdom's capital. This, along with the economic difficulties experienced by all 
Saudi cities, slowed the growth of the city until 1383 A.H (1964 A.D), when King 
Faysal ascended to the throne of Saudi Arabia, and the economy improved. 
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Figure (4.4): A mosaic of vertical ariel photograph in 1948, shortly after the wall demolition, 
showing the old city, the first ring road on the wall ruins, the main roads emerging from the main 
gates, and the abutting suburbs. (Source: Pesce A., Jiddah Portrait ... , p.l17). 
Through this period the city experienced an extensive process of construction 
and opening of various facilities, which resulted in a rise in the employment 
opportunities. As a consequence the population and residential growth were 
enormous. This period also lacks the essential statistical data for the population 
density of the residential suburbs. The overall estimate of the population growth in 
Jeddah between 1367-1374 A.H (1948-1955 A.D) was substantial, from 24,400 to 
about 94,000 inhabitants respectively. The period between the years of 1383-1389 
A.H (1964-1970 A.D) also witnessed a remarkable urbanization, but at slower and 
more controlled rate. The city's population in 1971 A.D was about 381,000 
inhabitants, a substantial increase from the 1381 A.H (1962 A.D) estimate, which was 
about 114,000 inhabitants, almost tripling in less than ten years. uo1 
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The urban growth in this period was uncontrolled and chaotic. The buildings 
were built using newly introduced and imported building techniques and materials, 
such as cement, blocks, and pipes. Generally the buildings of that period were of 
poor quality, and the city is still suffering from the consequences. lllJ The urban 
pattern of the city was modified substantially by two major forms of developments. 
The frrst was the progressive development which occurred within the old suburbs, 
which occurred over a longer period, and 
can be seen as uncontrolled development. 
The second was the almost instantaneous 
development of newly built areas, largely 
controlled development. 
By 1384 A.H (1965 A.D) the 
municipality received the first ariel 
photograph for Jeddah and commenced 
work on the frrst Master Development 
Plan for the city. The most important 
features of this period were: 
o the completion of the second Ring 
Road which connects the Royal 
Palace in Al-Sharafeyyah to the 
airport, Khozam Palace, and then 
to the seaport (see figure 4.5), 
o the beginning of massive 
urbanization in the city centre 
marked by the multistorey 
Queen's Building. 
o the completion of the new King 
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Figure (4.5): A late map showing Jeddah 
haras and the first two ring roads in the 1960's. 
(Source: Pesce A., Jiddah Portrait ... , p.lll). 
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o emergence of new neighbourhoods like Al-Thaghr, Madain Al-Fahad and Al-
Sharafeyyah. £121 
A. The Uncontrolled Progressively Developed Areas 
The economic and oil boom experienced by the city in the mid 1950's 
attracted new settlers looking for better job opportunities. They were usually tempted 
by relatives and kinsmen. The southern suburbs and outskirts of Jeddah were afflicted 
by considerable unplanned and uncontrolled squatter settlements. £131 The old suburbs 
started to grow and the influx of settlers resulted in uncontrolled and unrestrained 
development (figure 4.6). This segment plan of Al-Sabil neighbourhood shows the 
irregular pattern of streets, the compact pattern of houses and the lack of open spaces. 
These suburbs were densely inhabited by low income immigrants. The growth pattern 
was progressive and organic developed by the concept of Uif (custom or customary 
law), which was usually an 
agreement among the people 
who lived there. £141 They 
were usually from the same 
tribes; Al-Sabil quarter, for 
example was occupied by 
people from southern Arabia. 
Most of the houses in these 
suburbs were originally huts 
and shanties; over time people 
legalized their land ownerships 
by building on their 
properties. us1 These were 
poorly built and serviced. 
la2500 
.. .. 
Figure (4.6): Part of Al-Sabil neighbourhood shows the 
irregular streets, most of them accessible by car. It shows also the 
lack of open spaces. (Fadan Y., Urban Dwelling ... , p.l7). 
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The houses in these areas had varying heights, but usually of one or two 
stories. The ground floor consisted of a room, a toilet and an open area, used by the 
residents for sleeping and gathering in afternoons and evenings. The house design 
itself was completely different from the traditional house, see figure 4. 7 for a typical 
house plan. The domains of the family members were not identifiable and arranged 
horizontally rather than vertically, because of the smaller family size. Traditionally, 
during recreation the house was isolated from the street; men usually gathered in 
coffee houses or inside the house, children were mostly also inside the house and in 
the nearby streets, ladies entertaining or visiting relatives or neighbours. The life style 
in the new areas changed. With Al-Dakkat (the terraces) now occupied by cars, either 
for the occupant or for neighbours, none gathered close to the house. The roof was 
no longer used as in the traditional house, as the changeable building heights and the 
treatment of the openings increased the privacy problem, particularly for ladies. The 
coffee houses were the main gathering space for men, usually scattered throughout 
the area close to shopping areas and streets close to the commercial buildings. 
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Figure (4. 7): A typical plans for different houses. From left, an ordinary house plan in the 
uncontrolled areas, an apartment plan, and a villa plan in the controlled area. (Fadan Y., Urban 
Dwelling ... , pp. 54-55). 
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The structure of well established neighbourhoods was not comprehensible; they 
had irregular shapes, streets although generally narrow were of various widths. There 
were very few open spaces and playgrounds, and no clear system of open spaces; 
children were usually found to play in the cui-de-sacs, which were also used for car 
parking. Although there were many pedestrians around, especially in the shopping 
streets and the alleys leading to them, there were no pavements, and cars parked 
immediately in front of the house, or on the nearby open spaces. 
B. The Controlled Newly Developed Areas 
By 1369 A.H (1950 A.D), there were two trends of population movement in 
Jeddah, the first was the new corners from outside the city and the Kingdom, either 
Saudis or foreigners. The foreign expatriates mostly from Egypt and some Arabian 
countries, came to work mainly as professionals and technicians. The other was the 
migration of the native wealthy inhabitants of old Jeddah into the newly developed 
areas. This encouraged the emergence of new suburbs, such as: Al-Ammareyyah, Al-
Kandarah and some new settlements in the Makkah and Madinah Roads areas. 
The first developments of mass-housing and multi family buildings were to 
accommodate the new corners, which took place partially inside the old town and 
mostly in adjoining suburbs. Most of these suburbs were developed following the 
western style of grid pattern, where the area of the development was divided into lots 
of different sizes; and then developed privately by the owners, mostly as villas and 
apartment buildings. Figure 4.8 shows a typical locality plan for a newly developed 
area. The alien concept of buildings styles, with open balconies and walls defining 
the setback areas and surrounding the dwelling, did not meet the privacy requirements 
for the family. It also brought about a drastic change in the local characteristics of the 
built environment. 
The predominant urban pattern was set by scattered villas and single family 
houses and regular wide streets. The private vacant lots on which no construction had 
taken place provided temporary open spaces, used mainly by teenagers. As newly 
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developed areas, most of them lacked provisions like mosques, schools, and 
institutional facilities, but the availability of the car for most residents lessened this 
problem. The inhabitants were 
predominantly upper middle 
and high income, working for 
the government, for companies 
and as businessmen and 
professionals. l161 These areas 
received greater attention from 
the municipality. The 
availability of water and plant 
seedlings from the Agriculture 
ministry, encouraged the 
people to plant the area around 
their houses. 
Figure (4.8): A typical locality plan for one of the newly 
developed areas, showing the grid pattern streets. The white areas 
are plots under development. (Source: Fadan Y., Urban 
Dwelling ... , p43). 
The design of the villa organized the domains of the family members 
horizontally as in the uncontrolled area houses; but in the larger or multistorey villas, 
it was stratified more vertically. Either way the extension of the domains during 
recreation were mainly towards the adjacent courtyard or hawsh for the whole family, 
which in fact isolated them totally from the street, see figure 4.13 for an illustration. 
The street more or less was for transportation only. The street was always straight 
with an even width, the open spaces usually a block of lots or a triangle at Y junction 
streets, surrounded by streets on all sides. 
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m. THE SOCIAL LIFE 
The development which occurred in this period had consequences not only on 
the urban form, but also on the social life of the people. The increased varieties of 
occupations and experiences now available, coupled with the cross-cultural influences, 
resulted in a shift in the social unit of the society, the traditional extended family. 
This change from the extended family to the nuclear family, influenced their living 
environment in a dramatic way. 
A. The Social Life in the Uncontrolled Developed Areas 
These areas were originally occupied by low income people and continued to 
provide accommodation for most of the new low income settlers, who were looking 
for better jobs. The settlements were not well established, socially or physically, since 
most of the settlers came from different origins and backgrounds. The integration 
between the community members was not very clear as in the traditional 
neighbourhoods of J eddah. The wave of newcomers made the situation more worse. 
Most of them came firstly as singles or groups of relatives from the same kinship, 
who shared life in one house. "Over the past few decades a young man from a desert 
or village family might move into the city, staying with relatives and finding work 
alongside them. u(l?J As a result of high population density and a heterogenous 
society, ladies and children lacked the secure feeling which will allow them to move 
freely; for instance, a block may contain several houses with different occupants from 
different areas, some of them were singles and some families. In a conservative 
society the relationship between them was bound to be difficult. Ladies could not 
freely watch their children playing in the street; neither the house design, nor the 
quality of the streets allowed her to do this. 
The type of employment available for men left them with little leisure time. 
Most of the workers had to work all day from early morning to late afternoon, with 
a small break at noon time. This time was usually spent near the work place, due to 
the cost of transportation. Their major activity was the social gathering in coffee 
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houses, particularly in late afternoons and evenings. Another sort of relaxation at 
night, was the dinner party, either for men only or in a small mixed company of close 
friends or relatives. usJ The top of the commercial buildings and the commercial 
streets were typical locations for the coffee houses, due to the lack of urban open 
spaces which traditionally accommodate open air coffee houses. Open air coffee 
houses were customarily sited outside the city boundaries (figure 4.9). Figure 4.12 
illustrates a group of people sitting on the typical wooden chairs in a care, while the 
children play in the adjacent area. 
It was recognized that every category of workers had their cafe's, where they 
usually gathered to spend time or waiting for offers of day work, as at Al-Banaeen 
(the Builders) care. u91 The 
spread of local restaurants, 
which serve traditional dishes, 
was an indication that some of 
the occupants in these areas 
were singles and workers. The 
social life of such males goes 
on outside the home, usually in 
shops and cafe's where friends 
usually met to chat. 
The social life for 
families in these areas was 
more intricate, because of the 
biased component of the 
residents towards bachelors. 
This was against the basic unit 
Figure (4.9): The open coffee houses usually found outside the 
city limit, some equipped with children playgrounds to attract 
customers. (Source: Qendeel A., Jeddah. The Sea ... , p.94). 
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of the society in the city, which were families rather than individuals. l20J 
Accordingly, this enforced the social habit of entertaining the women and children 
inside their own homes. The woman usually walked in the street veiled and 
chaperoned, avoiding the gathering places of men such as the coffee houses. The 
main recreation time was usually spent by the sea beaches or in the parks outside the 
city borders. 
B. The Social Life in the Controlled Areas 
1. The Modern Single Family Villas 
From the preceding discussions, the extended family household started to give 
way to the nuclear family household. This was due to the development of the urban 
form, the changes in the neighbourhood structure, the varieties of occupations, and 
the accessibility of jobs in different areas. The trend toward this phenomenon was 
associated with the rise of the new middle class. In Hejaz, and especially in Jeddah, 
trade topped the list of the old socio-economic occupations, where the skill was 
inherited by sons from fathers. The prosperity associated with the discovery of oil 
gave many new people an opportunity to infiltrate into commerce. The newly 
established merchants travelled to Europe and America to study methods of commerce 
and accounting. Returning they became an identifiable social group among the 
increasing number of merchants. They fell within the newly emerging Saudi Middle 
Class, which include also the company's native workers, the contractors and 
entrepreneurs, the new businessmen, and the government employees. l2IJ 
The change in the living environment was partially a result of a change in life 
style, influenced primarily by the direct or indirect contact with other societies and 
cultures. The main modification was the concept of a nuclear family, which in turn 
changed the neighbourhood structure. The strong social relationship among families 
living in a very intimate social traditional environment, (as discussed in the preceding 
chapter), was no longer valid. The new neighbourhood structure segregated the 
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houses and the people, though several families continued to live in compounds, where 
each family owned a separate villa within the compound. 
~~Private life is equally family centred in Saudi Arabia, In the past 
people lived almost exclusively within their own families, in extended-
family houses in the towns and villages, ... Today this intense family 
closeness has been somewhat dispersed: the great houses in the towns 
have been abandoned for modem, single-family villas; ... Despite all 
this, however, relatives still like to build their new homes close to each 
other, in the same district or even in the same walled compound. '1{221 
The compounds provided a new concept of a traditional house, but with 
limitation on expansion. It was more horizontal, which required more expensive land, 
than had expanding vertically over the existing building, as in the traditional house. 
The social life within the compound system was more amiable than in the separate 
villa, as the children and 
ladies can always gather 
freely either inside or outside 
the villas in the compound 
grounds. Balott, an old card 
game spread among the 
people, played in any place. 
The game captivated men; 
they usually gathered every 
night at a different house, 
arranged by the group. £231 
Usually a dinner was served 
after the play. Figure 4.10 
shows a group of men 
playing cards and smoking 
shishah (bubble bubble), 
Figure (4.10): Bashknh (a group of people) playing Balott at a 
house,and smoking shishah, while the dinner prepared. (Source: 
Qendeel A., Jeddah, The Sea ... , p.184). 
while the dinner is cooked. However, the connections between the villa and the street 
were far removed from the traditional one. Streets were meant mainly for circulation, 
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the family stayed in their own garden or yard; the street was not a social.centre as 
it was in some hot countries.l241 Waving to a friend while driving was not like 
meeting him in zugag (alley) or in Al-Fina (the small open square) in the traditional 
environment. 
All the social activities, or the activities that encourage recreation near the 
house no longer exist; for example, without the small corner shop of the traditional 
neighbourhood, the family must travel by car to do its daily shopping at the central 
supermarket, which is located several blocks away. When they return they park the 
car in the garage which is connected to the villa, meeting or socializing with nobody. 
The respect of the traditional environment for the values and the requirements of the 
society are not matched. Though the life style been changed, still certain values are 
unaltered, especially the secluded life of the family (the privacy requirements for the 
ladies), where seclusion from the outside world was firmly sought. In the modem 
houses, however this has increased the isolation of the ladies and their dependence 
on the man. Children were not allowed to play in the street, because of the lack of 
security and the direct contact with their mothers or any member of the family. The 
men usually gather away from the home, not over Al-Dakkat (the terraces) which 
indirectly provided a watch group. The wall surrounding the villa, also did not permit 
this direct contact. The family size was very small compared with the traditional 
family, where the whole family lived in one house. There was a total breakdown in 
the structure of the house, the neighbourhood, and the social life. 
2. The Apartment Buildings 
The spread of the apartment buildings was very slow at the beginning, but 
with the increase in the population and in the demand for housing to accommodate 
the new settlers, it become a rapid sprawl. This was also a result of splitting the 
extended family into nuclear families, which resulted in increased demand for 
housing. The tenants of most apartments were mostly foreign families. The sojourn 
of Saudi families in these apartments was expected to be temporary, until their 
financial situation improved, and they could move to a separate house. The 
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inhabitants were mostly middle income groups with a smaller family size.[251 The 
building comprised of several apartments for several unrelated families. 
Inside the apartment there was no definite domain for each category of the 
household, though the privacy requirements within the apartment designated the 
reception areas as the male domain, during welcoming male guests or visitors. The 
difficulties of modifying their environment to suit their needs, especially adding more 
rooms, caused some rooms to be used for multiple use, such as sleeping, eating, 
watching television and chatting. Several families in one building sharing a public 
stairway, was against the concept of the traditional house, where the stairways were 
usually at the rear of the house leading to the family domain. The privacy of ladies 
was encroached upon, which in turn made her a prisoner in the apartment. Even 
moving in the stairways or in the corridors become an oppressive activity. It did not 
gave her the safe feeling as in the traditional one, where she could move freely 
between house or within the house to Al-Kharjah (the elaborated roof). 
The connections between the apartments and the street became more difficult. 
The open spaces were usually a plot of land without any services or facilities, used 
by the young to play football, a captivating game for their generation. Any left over 
plot of ground was used as a pitch. These spaces were scattered all over the area. The 
presence of cars in the streets made the connections with these spaces more 
inconvenient. The smaller children could not find a decent place to play in. Often the 
only available places were the balconies or the access corridors. l261 Even inside the 
apartment children had to be curbed in order not to annoy neighbours. 
The main recreational activity for the family was to go outside the city limits, 
main! y to the sea beaches and the parks. Men still gather in coffee houses, which 
were increasing! y used by the new corners and foreigners, like Syrians and 
Palestinians. l27J Figures 4.12 and 4.13, illustrate the usable recreational spaces for 
the family members. 
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IV. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN URBAN FORM, SOCIAL LIFE AND 
RECREATIONAL PATTERN. 
This period can be called a transitional period, because it fell at a time where 
the urban form and the social life started to shift from the traditional to the modern. 
Although most aspects of life in Jeddah witnessed considerable progress, the 
recreational opportunities on several levels severely deteriorated. As a result of the 
economic and the residential boom, the main concerns of the people were to secure 
accommodation and job. The pressure of work had escalated with the pace of the 
development, people working harder in order to fulfil their ambitions of a better 
livelihood. 
The working hours differed considerably between the different social groups 
and according to the type of the job, either governmental or privately. The low 
income groups, who work as labourers or in companies may spend the whole day 
working except for a break between the noon and afternoon. The government 
employees usually work from early morning to early afternoon. The self employed 
may work the whole day or part of the day. Work comes to a halt between 3:00PM 
and 4:30PM, the siesta brings a new lease of life, when sleepers wake the heat of 
the day was almost over. 
The weekend was only one 
day and that was Friday. 
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Figure (4.11): The television as the main entertainer, for all the 
family, inside the house. (Source: Kay S., Saudi Arabia: Past. .. , 
p.Sl). 
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Despite the different changes in the social life, certain values continued to 
affect the recreational pattern, particularly the privacy of the lady, which in effect 
increased her dependence on the man, especially during recreation time. Their 
outdoor recreational pattern was affected mainly by the presence of the householder; 
ladies and children depended on him for transportation and escort. The introduction 
of television improved the recreational opportunities inside the house, which 
strengthened the role of the house as the centre for the ladies activities. In the 
humbler homes the television set was often placed in the yard at night where there 
was space for the whole family in the cool evenings (see figure 4.11). 
To sum up the discussion, an overall view of the recreational opportunities and 
the changes in the urban environment may be noted as these: (refer to figures 4.12 
and 4.13) 
o The change in the social life influenced the neighbourhood structure, which 
in turn affected the immediate recreational open spaces. The recreational 
opportunities at the level of the neighbourhood deteriorated severely and 
finally vanished. Thus all leisure activities were centred at home, in the 
courtyard and on the roof. Although streets were used by children, but they 
were still endangered by the vehicles. 
o The urban growth wiped out the immediate natural areas, which had been 
appreciated even by the new movers from the old city, in which one described 
that: "When we first built here twenty years ago the desert was at our gate 
and we used to watch the gazelles outside our garden walls ..... Today the 
desert is 12 kilometres away and the only gazelles are those kept as pets in her 
neighbours gardens. "l281 This also affected the activities especially for men 
and youths, who usually used the abutting natural areas for hunting, picnics 
and as a gathering place to discuss their social and work affairs. 
o The sea continued to play its role as the main recreational opportunity at the 
city level. It was Jeddah's major asset, where the cooling breeze frequently 
blew off the water. The nearby beaches offered an approachable open space 
for all the social groups. Sharm Obhor, the Creek, with its different water 
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sports, accommodation facilities and tranquillity, provided a place for the 
higher income groups. 
o The emergence of the planted farms and squares around the city provided an 
opportunity for the newcomers, especially in afternoons and early evenings, 
for strolling about. The farms were used mainly by the families and the 
groups for picnics at weekends. 
o The emergence of the privately owned recreational places like Kilo 10, and 
the private parks around the city. Although they provided excellent recreation 
places, the entrance fees, the playing fees and the cost of the food imposed 
restrictions on the type of people who can utilize them. 
,...------ HOUSE 
.----- HARA (COMMUNITY) 
CITY 
) 11111111111111111111111111111111;.~ 
Approached by all family members Approached mainly by men 
and children. 
FARMS & PARKS 
--) 
Diminished 
Figure (4.12): A diagram illustrating the limits of recreational opportunities in Jeddah and its 
surrounding, showing the domain for each member of a family. 
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Figure (4.13): The domain limits of the recreational opportunities for each member of a household in Jeddah between 1948-1970 A.D. 
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CHAPTER 5: THE MODERN ENVIRONMENT: JEDDAH 
BETWEEN 1390-1410 A.H (1970-1990 A.D) 
The development of Jeddah in this period was characterized by the burgeoning 
urban population. Jeddah continued to grow as a major city in the kingdom. Its 
growth progressed at a more controlled pace than earlier, though at some stages it 
was both rapid and massive. Many urban activities and projects spread all through the 
city which made it essential to prepare a comprehensive master plan for Jeddah within 
an overall regional development programme. Around 1390 A.H (1970 A.D) the 
Ministry of Interior, Department of Municipal Affairs (Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs (MOMRA), nowadays), appointed Robert Matthew, Johnson-Marshal 
and Partners (RMJM&P), a British consultant, to prepare a master plan for the city. 
The rise of the oil prices in 139~ A.H (1973 A.D) had an immense impact not only 
on the development of Jeddah, but also of the whole country. The economy of the 
country was reinvigorated and this affected almost every city in the country, Jeddah 
experienced a massive building and economic boom which altered all planning aspects 
of the city. The following is an exploration of the changes in the built environment 
and the social life and their effects on the recreational open spaces during this period. 
I. THE PLANNING OF THE CITY 
The government policy was to control the development of the country. In 1390 
A.H (1970 A.D) the policy of five-year plans was adopted. The first two five-year 
plans emphasized the building of the infrastructure. Although the five-year plan 
programmes were comprehensive and enlightened attempts to modernize the country, 
and although many of the original targets were achieved, the unpredictable growth of 
the urban population, which in Jeddah exceeded one million by the start of the third 
development plan in 1400 A.H (1980 A. D), meant that these targets were set too low. 
The urban expansion of Jeddah continued in the absence of effective 
regulations for development control. The city lacked the essential planning data, 
therefore RMJM&P conducted major surveys to collect such data and information. 
The acquired information was used to analyze the situation at that time and to forecast 
the future city growth up to 1410 A.H (1991 A.D). The first integrative master plan 
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was finished by 1395 A.H (1976 A.D) which included transportation network, land 
uses, building heights and population densities. The application and execution of this 
plan encountered several difficulties. Among these were: first, the scale of the 
prepared study was 1:10,000, this imposed difficulties in the plan implementation and 
necessitated a preparation of more detailed action area plans. Second, by the time that 
the detailed action area plans were finished and carried out, the base mapping and the 
survey data were already out of date. UJ 
RMJM&P continued to work in the city for six years, but in 1397 A.H (1977 
A.D) the municipality dismissed the team and appointed Sert-Jackson 
Intemational/Saudiconsult (SJI) to review the city growth and to evaluate and update 
the existing master plan. The planning objectives of SJI did not differ significantly 
from the planning objectives of RMJM&P. Although the subsequent consultants 
altered and updated the RMJM&P master plan, it continued to provide a solid base 
for city growth and development. As a result of new recommendations to reduce 
housing densities in both existing and future development areas, vast areas were 
reserved to accommodate new developments. The most extensive developments took 
place to the north, with others to the east and the south. New land subdivisions 
emerged with more geometric shapes. As has been noted earlier the lack of detailed 
action area plans resulted in several residential communities where the main target 
was to exploit the available land. Inside these communities the locations of the main 
social and commercial services were almost non existent, including green and open 
spaces. During this period the short term planning objectives were confined mainly 
to laying down planning regulations for streets. Streets meant for traffic were the only 
distinguishable and usable 'open space'. l2J 
By 1400 A.H (1980 A.D) the municipality dismissed SJI and appointed a new 
consultant called Sumait to prepare the detailed studies and plans for different action 
areas within the city. The continual change of planning consultants added to the 
difficulties faced by the city as a result of the rapid development. The master plan 
preparations and studies could not keep up with the growth of the city. The master 
plan required continual updating. Data collection methods were different from one 
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consultant to another, which also resulted in dissimilarities in the presented data. This 
created several problems related to the integration of the services and facilities of 
different departments, not only at the city level but also at the regional level. l31 
IT. THE CITY FORM 
Jeddah growth has been restricted to a comparatively narrow band of land 
running northwards up the coastline. The city form was more elongated and its 
growth was controlled from the east side by the proposed city Bypass, part of a road 
connecting Jeddah and Makkah, and by a natural physical barrier of mountains. 
RMJM&P forecasted that Jeddah by 1401 A.H (1981 A.D) would extend up to the 
storm water ditches to the north and to the south (see Figure 5.1A and B), with a 
population of 500,000 inhabitants. The population figures in 1411 A.H (1991 A.D) 
and beyond were expected to vary from 800,000 to 1.6 million people.l41 The entire 
development programme was overturned, as the city experienced an excessive urban 
growth. The population in 1397 A.H (1977 A.D) reached the projected low estimate, 
which it was assumed to reach in 1411 A.H (1991 A.D).l51 
The master plan placed great emphasis on transportation, which later helped 
in the establishment of a massive road system considered to be the main infrastructure 
of the city. This was mainly at the expense of the other urban contents. Figure 5.2 
illustrates the priority of establishing road networks even before buildings. The main 
street is too wide which reflects the feeling that this is a part of motorway not a road 
running inside a city. Most of the extensive work took place in the areas of the future 
development, which resulted in intensified problems of all kinds in the older areas. 
The master plan report of the SJI consultants reviewed the former consultant's works 
and noted the following: 
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SCALE I: 250,000 
Figure (S.lB): Jeddah Metropolitan boundaries (Source: sn, Revision and Updating ... , p.229). 
Figure (5.2): New subdivisions in north Jeddah, illustrates the priority of establishing the roads and 
the streets. The main road have the image of a motoiWay. (Source: Al-Fakahani H., Jeddah: The 
Bride ... , p.427) 
~~Extensive expansion of the road system along with a major program 
of grade-separated intersection construction has been underway for the 
past five years or so, adding many kilometres to the network. 
Construction has been concentrated on the major arterials, leaving 
many older and developing areas of the city with more limited 
improvements. '1£61 
One of the recommendations of RMJM&P, which has effected the city form 
until now, was the construction of the new primary network to provide high standard 
access and mobility routes to the city. The proposed network has a linear form of new 
high speed routes running north-south which affirmed the linear form of the city. The 
exceptions were the spinal corridors radiating from the existing city centre (Old 
Jeddah). Flyovers were proposed over the city Bypass running east-west to provide 
access to different parts of the city. Most neighbourhoods were characterized by a 
grid iron pattern, utterly opposing the traditional form of the city. The aerial 
photograph in Figure 5. 3 shows the extent of the development, the grid pattern of the 
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city, subdivisions on the vacant lands and the uncontrolled developed areas (the 
squatters) in some parts of the city. The squatters resulted from the increasing 
demand for housing and from the rise in land prices which encouraged land 
encroachment all over the city. 
The proposed network divided the new section of the city into communities 
or sectors of a reasonable size and population. The primary wide streets were used 
to define the communities as opposed to the old town neighbourhoods, where it was 
difficult to delineate a community. The structure of the city was planned on a 
community basis where each community would have its own services and 
facilities. l7l A theoretical service hierarchy was set by SJI, comprised of several 
catchment areas related to different levels of services extended from the residential 
unit to a district unit. The residential unit accommodated a population of about 2,500 
served at its centre with a mosque open to a public paved area. The neighbourhood 
unit comprised four residential units with a population of about 10,000 served at its 
centre with a Friday mosque opened to a public paved area, ornamental gardens and 
games areas with playgrounds along with other services. The district unit comprised 
three to six neighbourhoods with a population of 30,000 to 60,000 served along with 
the other services with play areas, gardens and sports complex. lSJ (See Figures 
5.4A, 4B and 4C). 
The consultant admitted the fact that the g1ven structure was easier to 
introduce into unbuilt subdivided lands than into the existing areas. The model 
required modifications in order to introduce essential services and facilities to the 
older communities.l91 Unfortunately parks and open spaces seemed to be considered 
as the least essential facilities required, as these are still the most needed facilities. 
Housing categories in Jeddah could be divided into three main housing types; 
these were villas, apartment buildings and ordinary houses (called public houses built 
from bricks and wood). Villas were the most desirable housing type for the high and 
middle high income Saudi families, but the increased housing demand for both Saudis 
and non-Saudis escalated the demand for apartment buildings. 
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Figure (5.3): An overall aerial photograph of Jeddah shows the grid pattern development at the 
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Figure (5.4): A: illustrates the theoretical centre hierarchy. B: Detail of the district centre. C: 
Details of neighbourhood centre. (Source: sn, Jeddah Action ... T.R (9), pp. 48,162, 166) 
Villa type housing characterized the newly developed areas for high income 
groups mainly at Madinah and Makkah roads. Both these paved roads attracted the 
main facilities. Living close to these main roads was considered to be prestigious. 
Thus old types of villas are usually found along both roads. Sporadic apartment 
buildings had started by the end of the last period, the late sixties. The demand for 
apartment buildings increased to satisfy the demand of the city for housing units. The 
numbers of immigrants were continuously increasing, either from inside or from 
outside Saudi Arabia, considered to be middle or low income groups. Non-saudis 
were mostly Arab nationals looking for better job opportunities and used to live in 
apartment buildings; their objective was to improve their income. Ordinary houses 
were normally built by low income people in the squatter and in the old areas, 
because these houses were simple and fast to build. They were mainly one or two 
storey buildings, the first floor in some cases added afterward, built for the· benefit 
of the owner or rented to low income immigrants. 
It is difficult in most cases to sort residential districts according to the housing 
type, because of the intermix of land uses and housing types. But in a general 
overview of the city dominant types can be plotted in certain areas. Generally the 
northern section of Jeddah is dominated by villa type housing in the interior of most 
of the communities, while the borders of the main roads are occupied by apartment 
buildings, in contrast to the last period. The middle and central sections of Jeddah are 
dominated mainly by apartment buildings with scattered villas at Makkah Road, 
Madaien Al-Fahad and the commencement of Madinah Road (remnants from the last 
period). Some of the early developed areas around the city centre such as Al-Sabil, 
Al-Hindaweyyah, Al-Ammareyyah and Al-Sehaifah have ordinary houses intermixed 
with blocks of flats (figure 5.5). Two main squatter areas were founded to the east 
of the middle of Jeddah another one to the north of Jeddah. These squatters, namely 
Al-Shurbatley between Makkah road and the City main stadium and Al-Hadiqah Al-
Sahraweyyah (The Desert Garden) to north east of Makkah road and the city Bypass 
intersection and Baghlafto north of Jeddah, are dominated mainly by ordinary house 
types. The southern section of Jeddah was influenced by the industrial land use status 
of that area. Most of its communities are occupied by low income labourers working 










Figure (5.5): A map illustrates some of the main neighbourhoods in Jeddah, Makkah Road and 
Madinah Road. 
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in factories and building construction. The building types are generally ordinary 
houses with some squatters from shanty houses which have been demolished recently. 
m. THE PROVISION OF OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION 
The master plan aimed at providing an integrated land use and transportation 
structure capable of accommodating different rates of growth. The consultants also 
aimed at spelling out the public utility service requirements, as well as standards for 
the provisions of schools, clinics, hospitals and open spaces. llOJ One of the 
objectives was to provide sufficient religious, educational, medical, administrative and 
recreational facilities to meet the needs of the population. The provision of open 
spaces and recreational areas was one facility to be provided. This was divided into 
two levels: 
o the local recreational spaces within the communities, and 
o the major recreational spaces on the city level. 
The proposed division continued to provide a basis for the form of the 
recreational open spaces. But as have been noted earlier all service proposals were 
mostly aimed at the new communities, where the theoretical hierarchy of services 
could feasibly be implemented. It is necessary to understand how the provision of 
open spaces developed through this period. Although the necessity and the importance 
of recreational open spaces facilities were realized from the beginning, the outcome 
or the result is disappointing. This will be examined briefly in the following two 
sections; an analytical investigation of the design of certain observed open spaces will 
be discussed later. 
A. The Local Recreational Open Spaces 
The problems in dealing with recreation in general and with the local 
recreational spaces in Jeddah in specific were two-fold. Firstly, the way of expressing 
the needs for the open spaces was given in absolute figures related to the number of 
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the population regardless of the actual needs of the people and how these open spaces 
were going to be used. Secondly, was in the way in which these figures could be 
implemented in or adapted to the existing built-up areas. The latter was referred to 
by the consultant, but no suggestions given how to achieve it; it was left totally to the 
municipality to deal with. The following is an exploration of the way the municipality 
dealt with the whole issue. 
RMJM&P master plan mentioned the need for local recreational open spaces 
within walking distance of all houses. They proposed the provision of one hectare 
(2.47 acres) per one thousand residents for local recreational space, about 10m2 for 
a person. This was in addition to another three large areas planned as urban parks. 
These figures never came to reality for two apparent reasons. The first was the lack 
of any legislation and the absence of the means to achieve them. lllJ Secondly, the 
rapid development which occurred in that period attracted attention towards other 
urban necessities such as housing and transportation network. In the analysis of the 
master plan Bokhary mentioned that RMJM&P failed to emphasise the importance of 
local small neighbourhood parks and well designed playgrounds for children of 
various ages. He said: "In fact, one always has the impression that children in Jeddah 
are considered second-class citizens with no or very few places to go to". £121 SJI 
after taking over from RMJM&P found that the provision was less than 1. 5m2 per 
person (RMJM&P proposed 10m2 per person), the situation described as "at present 
the provision of both open space and recreation facilities is critically inadequate, 
being less than 1.5m2 per person". £131 SJI indicated that there would be a shortage 
in open space provision in the newly developed areas and the approved subdivisions. 
SJI in their master plan report reiterated the concern shown in the 1391 A.H 
(1971 A.D) plan for the provision of adequate open spaces and facilities. In their 
policies they indicated that the priority for open space provision at the district and 
neighbourhood level should be given to the older areas which may require purchasing 
of private lands. They also indicated that considerations should be given also to 
opportunities laying outside the normal planning boundaries of the city such as: the 
concept of the Red Sea National Park or the northern extension to the Hejaz 
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Escarpment Park. l1 41 Yet the planning and design criteria dealt mainly with 
standards, sizes and locations; the real situation was the lack of open spaces in 
already densely built-up areas, and how sizes and allocations of sites could be 
implemented where there were no alternative spaces. In fact policies were needed to 
assure the reservation of some of the unbuilt lands inside communities and to 
investigate how the people would use them. 
In the existing situation the local recreational spaces sprang up within the 
built-up areas from the utilization of vacant lands, which afterward came under severe 
pressures from developers; in most circumstances these vacant spaces were privately 
owned. It was familiar to observe people using road sides and planted sites near 
bridges, which in fact reflected the magnitude of the need for recreational open spaces 
and the lack of coordination to achieve the main objectives of the plan. In a small 
booklet about recreation facilities in Jeddah, the municipality has described its efforts 
to provide public spaces inside communities, they conveyed that: 
"As for areas that could be used as public spaces, these are only empty 
pieces of land lying between buildings in different pans of the city 
where children can play. Except that the gradual, but continuous 
building in these areas is reducing the possibilities of using them as 
parks, as due to the growth in the city, these areas are considered to 
be a fonune. As for open air areas surrounding the city, they are 
areas along roads, and scattered public gardens that the Municipality 
has planted, built shades, seats and provided water. '1{151 
The lack of municipal laws and regulations resulted in the emergence of 
several uncoordinated styles of gardens inside communities. Some were merely 
planted vacant lands, others were simply designed to reflect geometrical shapes. 
Moreover, tremendous expense had been already wasted on several Rock Gardens, 
which were nothing more than a jumbled heap of large stones, black rocks and the 
like, unpopular and unfrequented. U61 In fact the objectives of providing these open 
spaces were not only to provide recreational facilities for the people, other objectives 
were to control vacant land encroachment, to prevent dumping on public lands, to 
proclaim the concerns of the municipality in providing public spaces and to ameliorate 
the city as will be discussed later. 
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~~ ... the amount of the green areas, which the municipality have 
accomplished and supervised reached above 10,000,000 m2, 325 
garden in the time being. Some of them were originally vacant lands 
converted to public gardens. Some were· places for the rubbish of 
different buildings and architectural constructions, or they were 
dumping sites for garbage and remains. For the public benefit, the 
municipality converted them to gardens and public spaces as a radical 
and final solution for the dumping problems. Some of these gardens 
resulted from replanning a number of streets and important squares, 
known as 'regulation appendages'. They were areas ofvacant lands, 
the municipality swiftly planted and transformed to gardens in order 
not to be misused for dumping again. '1£171 
The latest figure for the number of these gardens is 466 with an area of 4,886,725 
m2• £ISJ Figure 5. 6 illustrates locations of some of the existing open spaces along 
Y junction roads and between buildings. 
Figure (5.6): (Left) Small gardens between buildings indicated by arrows, the large open space 
heavily planted by rows of trees and shrubs. (Right) A triangular garden at Y road junction, its 
plantations reflect geometrical shapes. (Source: Jeddah Plans). 
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To conclude this discussion it is important to analyze the objectives of 
providing gardens and open spaces, and to see if they have been achieved or not. As 
a matter of fact the multitude of goals and the objectives noticed in this discussion 
was one of the problems associated with open spaces and recreation. Moreover there 
are thirteen stated goals for the establishment of the gardens in Jeddah, these are: to 
purify the air from dust and microbes, to consume C02, to reduce air temperature, 
to resist winds, to bring tranquillity to the people, to reduce noise, to provide places 
for the family to spend their time inside nature away from the troubles of life, to 
provide safe places for children to play, to provide places to practice sports for 
youths, to encourage people to establish private gardens, and last as an important 
evidence of the development of the nation. Nevertheless in examining people's 
opinion, they agreed that the objective of providing tranquillity and recreation 
facilities for them has not been achieved contrary to the other objectives. The reason 
is that the design of these spaces do not conform to the society's values and 
tradition. U91 
B. The Major Recreational Open Spaces 
Traditionally in Saudi Society, large open spaces were more attractive, 
especially for families. They used to picnic in the desert, the natural areas and along 
the beaches. The main reason for locating themselves away from other groups was 
due to their needs for shade and privacy. £20J They achieved privacy through 
stationing themselves away from each other. In Jeddah the beach was the major large 
open space, where people enjoyed leisure times, fishing, sitting and walking. Farms 
and parks outside the city limits were popular among families of Jeddah, but the pace 
and the degree of the urban growth rapidly swallowed most of them. 
The master plan prepared by RMJM&P, emphasized the amenity provided by 
three main areas (already used by local people), which the plan stated should be 
reserved for recreation on the city level. The first was the sea, especially Obhor 
Creek. The second was the natural areas of the eastern foothills. The third was 
Khozam Palace Gardens (KPGs) inside the city. Another area proposed to be 
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provided and planned for as urban parks was the so-called Comiche, comprising the 
sea lagoon opposite the Foreign Affairs Ministry building and the seafront opposite 
the Al-Hamra Guest Palace. l211 
SJI in their proposal reiterated again the importance of the open spaces and 
stated the critical deficiency in their amount. They proposed the hierarchy of services 
(discussed earlier). In their policies for recreation and leisure, they proposed a gross 
area of 10m2 per person, which should be reserved for public open spaces and 
recreational facilities. This area should be apportioned according to the services 
hierarchy as follows: 
o the rate of 0.35 hectare per 1,000 for neighbourhood parks, 
o the rate of 0.15 hectare per 1,000 for district parks, 
o the rate of 0.50 hectare per 1,000 for metropolitan park. 
An additional 1. Om2 per person should be provided in local residential clusters for 
toddlers play areas. l221 They also referred to the importance of some recreational 
opportunities on the regional level as noted earlier. The validity of these figures will 
not be discussed here, but a discussion of the existing major open spaces, some of 
them mentioned by the consultant, others which emerged without any planning, will 
at the end analyze the figure of 10,000,000 m2 (the amount of the total green areas 
in the city)l231 and will explore the factors behind the development of the major 
recreational open spaces. 
As has been mentioned in chapter 4, water was the main factor behind the 
emergence of certain planted gardens, used as recreational open spaces. The lack of 
water was the main reason for the deterioration of the once charming gardens of 
Khozam Palace.l241 The scarcity of water was one of Jeddah's main problems, lately 
alleviated by the establishment of sea water desalination plants. Table 5.1 illustrates 
the increase in water quantities in accordance with the population growth in Jeddah. 
The surplus water from the desalination plants along with the water produced from 
sewage treatment plants is used in irrigating most of the planted open spaces in 
Jeddah. There are another two main factors which greatly contributed to the vast 
increase in the amount of the major open spaces: 
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o Vacant land encroachment, where new unplanned communities started 
to emerge. 
o The policy of the annual Tree Week, where most of the government 
agencies would contribute machines and labour to plant trees and 





Table (5.1): Illustrates the increase in the water quantity and the growth of the 
population between 1948 and 1981 A.D (Sources: Iqraa, 14 Apr. 1981, p.201, and 
Al-Hamdan F., An Ecological Study ... , p.51). 
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6,000 40,000 
1981 10,000 73,500 
1982 50,000 256,950 
........................................... ······························································· ...................................................... .  . . 
1983 150,000 351,917 
60,000 135,000 
Table (5.2): Illustrates the increased number of plants and areas of plantings in 
a series of several Tree Weeks. (Source: Al-Fakahani, Jeddah: The Bride ... , p.444). 
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These factors inspired the municipality to plant huge parts of the squatter areas 
like Al-Hadiqah Al-Sahraweyyah and the Stadium Park. Figure 5. 7 is an ariel 
photograph showing parts of Al-Hadiqah Al-Sahraweyyah and the layout of the 
remaining streets which have been left after demolishing parts of the squatter 
dwellings. The planting of the previous two gardens merely added numerically to the 
amount of planted open spaces which could then be claimed to counterbalance the 
need for recreational open spaces i.e to say that the city has already this large amount 
of open space. With the increase in the amount of open spaces, however, the existing 
major recreational open spaces received several setbacks, in terms of size, planning 
and maintenance. In the following section, the development and the setbacks of 
several major open spaces mentioned previously in the master plan will be examined. 
Figure 5.8 illustrates the location of several major open spaces in Jeddah. 
1. Obhor Creek 
Sharm Obhor (Obhor Creek) is a small creek stretching about 11 kilometres 
inland. It is about 25 kilometres north of Jeddah, and a place well used by Jeddah 
people for water recreation and leisure. In the early 1970's large parts of Obhor 
Creek was obstructed and walled-in privately, and the beach was almost inaccessible, 
both physically or visually. Qendeel, a poet, complained and described in a poem part 
of a trip from Jeddah to the Creek in which can be translated as: 
"... we walked on foot and we saw wondrous things never thought of. 
In the other side of the sea to the nonh .. there were walls obstructing 
the sea view ... , there was no piece of a sandy beach where we could 
enjoyed sitting in the afternoon ... , nor there an opening for the people 
or for the breeze or for direct view towards the sea. "£251 
Then, at the end of the poem he referred to the beaches of France (Riviera) and 
Egypt, and how beautiful they were, almost asking for something like that in Jeddah. 
At the beginning of 1970's, a sensible policy was established by the municipality to 
solve this problem which opened the south side of the Creek for public uses, while 
the north side was reserved for private uses. £261 
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Figure (5. 7): Part of Al-Hadiqah Al-Sahraweyyah at the intersection of Makkah road and the city 
Bypass. Plantations all over the area in rows and geometrical shapes at the area of the intersection. 
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Figure (5.8): Illustrates locations of major open spaces in Jeddah and the extent of southern and 
northern Comiche. 
The Corniche road follows the water edge on the south side and serves the 
private cabins and chalets on the north side from behind. Obhor continues to provide 
major recreational open space and forms an integral part of Jeddah's Corniche. 
Within this area many forms of water recreation are taking place and it is the only 
place in Jeddah where marina type development is evolving.l271 
2. The Eastern Foothills 
The eastern foothills had great potential for recreation and were recommended 
by the consultant for that. With time and the magnitude of development the area 
became neglected for some time; quarries and dumping were the main problems of 
the area. Al-Hadiqah Al-Sahraweyyah occupies most of the southern section of the 
foothills, with the remainder occupied by squatters. Recently the metropolitan 
boundaries extended up to the mountain ridges. This gave justification for new 
developments to emerge in this area, which ultimately forced the recreational 
opportunities to retreat behind the hills, which are difficult for ordinary cars to reach 
without paved roads. The area is progressively developing as an urban area, land 
subdivisions and buildings continually increasing. If parts of this area are to be used 
for recreation plausible land reclamation is needed. 
3. Khozam Palace Gardens 
This is the only large scale open space located in the centre of Jeddah. The 
complementary gardens were designed originally to serve the King's Palace. The 
charming gardens of the palace occupied an area of about 316 acres (around 128 
hectare). l2SJ The palace and the area surrounding it was donated to the city by the 
late King Faysal to serve as the first urban public park for the city. Nowadays both 
the palace and the gardens are extremely deteriorated, the palace needs a major 
refurbishment in order to be used as a museum as has been proposed. Several 
elements contributed to the deterioration of the area, first the lack of water for 
irrigation, second the lack of maintenance, and third the utilization of the area as a 
huge parking space for heavy trucks restricted from entering the city. Heavy trucks 
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are restricted from movement inside the city during certain hours. The location of 
K.P.Gs inside the city and between the seaport, the airport and Makkah Road 
encouraged the use of the site as a parking space. 
Heavy truck routes were eventually diverted from the city centre to the city 
Bypass. By then the site was already severely deteriorated, which required a sensible 
reclamation programme. Instead large areas of the site were granted or sold to 
institutions and governmental agencies. The east side is occupied by Dar Al-Hanan 
School and Jeddah's Traffic Department, Accidents Section; to the south the Islamic 
Development Bank and Makkah' s Police Department. In the middle Jeddah' s 
Municipality Nursery, the Ministry of Agriculture and Water (Water Tower), the 
Intermediate Vocational Institute, and closer to the palace a Marriage Ceremony Hall. 
The recreational opportunities in the site are restricted to comparatively 
narrow bands of heavily planted areas along the western and northern edges and to 
scattered patches in the middle. The great potential of the site to serve as a major 
open space inside the city is extremely diminished. The recreational facilities in the 
site nowadays are those planted areas, the swimming pool with sporting facilities, the 
families sitting areas, and the children amusement park. Planted areas are opened to 
the public and provided with scattered seats and children's play equipment, mainly 
swings. The swimming pool, the sporting facilities, the family sitting areas and the 
children's amusement park are privately managed. Admittance is restricted to single 
males in the swimming pool and the sporting facilities, other areas for families only. 
Admittance fees are payable in all cases. 
4. Corniche 
The aims of Jeddah's Corniche was to provide an integrated form of 
recreation project for Jeddah's residents. Nowadays it is considered to be the pride 
of present day Jeddah. Lengthy studies were conducted on the project aiming to create 
opportunities for strolls and excursions by families. l291 After the completion of the 
studies for the Corniche, the municipality found that the initial cost of implementing 
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the project was too high and unjustifiable to the higher authorities. The mayor was 
convinced by the need for the project and inspired to prove its importance, so he 
commenced work on a small segment of about 7 kilometres in front of the Hamra 
Palace. The work was funded by donations from the people of Jeddah. This 
succeeded in convincing the higher authorities. It is also very important regarding this 
research, as it set aside all the studies done in the planning and implementation the 
Corniche project. Instead they evolved planning concepts and designs drills on the 
site. In an interview with the mayor of Jeddah explaining the Corniche story, he said 
what can be translated as: 
" ... then, all of us noticed that the completion of this lively project by 
the method of the direct planning and implementation, according to the 
spontaneous conditions which faced the plan, resulted in the best 
outcome by reducing the general cost and in executing the project in 
the shortest possible time avoiding studies and different alternatives.· 
This was done under my direct personal supervision. '1(301 
In implementing the Corniche project the municipality applied two main 
planning principles. As they stated them, these were: 
o the application of the principle that the straight line is the shortest line 
between any two points, but this line is not always the most beautiful 
line. Therefore in defining the road track, it should pass at different 
water depths along the beach in order to display the different water 
colours, 
o to use some of the fundamental theories in the planning field, that is 
every part of the Comiche should have an independent character, 
determined by the area that the Comiche would pass in. So there are 
areas of sand where children's play equipment are installed and the 
area planted with palms. In another part there is a dual road, each side 
at a different level with sitting areas for families. In a third place there 
are open areas beautified by sculptures by famous artists. l3lJ 
The Comiche is a coastal road (in fact a separated dual carriageway with three 
lanes each side in a large segment of it) following the rim of the sea coast, stretching 
for more than 80 kilometres both south and north of the city (see Figure 5.9). It 
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Figure (5.9): Part of the northern Corniche illustrates the road layout and the lagoons. (Source: 
Wailer E., Landscape Planning ... , p.64) 
comprises three sections, the Southern Corniche, the Downtown Seafront and the 
Northern Corniche (see Figure 5. 8). The Corniche has to turn inland to avoid 
important sea edge land uses such as the port, the marine base, the desalination plants 
and the King's Palaces. 
The southern Corniche extends for about 25 kilometres from Al-Ras Al-Aswad 
peninsula to the Marine Base. The Downtown Seafront is occupied mainly by several 
governmental agencies, like the seaport, the fish market and a huge municipal parking 
space serving the C.B.D. Part of the seafront called Al-Arbin Lagoon lies close to 
Maidan Al-Baya 'h (Coronation Square) and before the Foreign Ministry. The 
Northern Comiche extends from King Fahad Coastal City (a recreational project) to 
the 29 Palm Trees area north of Obhor Creek. This section length is about 58 
kilometres including the downtown waterfront. The Corniche was executed in 
different phases, the first was completed by the mid seventies. By the beginning of 
the eighties, most of the northern Corniche and parts of the southern Comiche were 
completed and opened to the public. Work is still progressing in remote parts of the 
Corniche. 
IV. THE SOCIAL LIFE 
Jeddah as has been noted earlier is one of the largest cities in the kingdom. 
Since the early 1970's the city appeared as a vigorous centre of activities, always 
attractive to immigrants. The influx of immigrants from a great variety of places and 
origins transformed Jeddah to a cosmopolitan city. The transition from traditional to 
modern society is most manifested in the change of life style. Some of these changes 
have been discussed in Chapter 4. There is a lack of written information about the 
modem social life in Jeddah. To draw an overall view of the social changes, the 
following discussion will depend partially on what has been written in the newspapers 
and magazines (the press), and on personal experience and familiarity with the 
society. The main reason in referring to the press in this research as a whole is the 
importance of the press as a means to link between people and officials. The press 
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is the main place to represent and discuss people's opinions, problems and 
suggestions. Hence manifestations by the people of social life and main changes will 
be supported by excerpts from the local press. 
The population of Jeddah is a mixture of multi-national people from different 
parts of the world. Around the end of the 1970's the non-Saudi population increased 
to over 50%, where it was approximately 43% in 1391 A.H (1971 A.D).£321 The 
following chart, in Figure 5.10, illustrates this increase. These figures are assumed 
to be reversing nowadays due to the completion of most of the infrastructure projects 
and the government policy of Saudization (a policy intended to replace all non-Saudi 
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Figure (5.10): A comparison of the population growth in Jeddah for Saudi and non-Saudi. (Sources: 
SJI, Existing Conditions ... , Vol 3, p.39). 
These percentages reflect the fact that J eddah' s population is less homogeneous 
in general and with a greater variation in all types of data appearing, such as density, 
housing, social and ethnic segregation. £3JJ As a result that for the last forty years 
the culture of the people has increasingly becoming more complicated and less 
homogenous, most of the strong ties between the people appear to be diminishing. 
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There is strong agreement among people that there is disintegration among those who 
are living in the same building or in the same community. Apart from the fact of the 
diminishing relationships, most of the people do not know the name of their 
neighbour.l34l In an interview with an old Omdah (Chieftain) of one of the 
communities in Jeddah he revealed that most non-Saudi residents are unknown to him. 
If they need a recommendation letter or an endorsement on an official paper, they 
have to be introduced by a Saudi resident known to Omdah. In another question about 
the formerly strong relationship among the residents of the traditional communities 
in comparison to the modem communities, he responded by: 
~~we used to live a simple and an intimate life... intimacy used to 
gather us every Friday in a house of one of us, chatting and 
discussing.. . these were continuous visits. Nowadays the situation is 
different ... every man is occupied by his own business and his private 
problems. In a building of many flats where several families live, you 
find no one is asking about his neighbour or even a neighbour do not 
see his neighbour. "l351 
In fact the changes in the culture happened very quickly which make it 
difficult to watch or control. This resulted first of all in difficulties in the coexistence 
between the traditional and the modem life styles. The time and the intellectuality of 
the people did not allow this to take place in a satisfactory manner. The traditional 
environment could not accommodate the new life style and the modem environment 
could not accommodate the traditional life style. Secondly the loss and the social 
change were very severe which make it difficult to disregard. This became more 
apparent in the modem life of Jeddah as shown earlier. The latter point seems to 
contradict what the policy makers in Jeddah think and do. Speaking about the benefits 
and losses incurred by Jeddah's inhabitants, the mayor of Jeddah in an interview with 
Albenaa magazine said: 
~~ ... no losses were incurred by Jeddah inhabitants since every attempt 
is made to maintain an equilibrium. The elderly may miss moments of 
tranquillity.. and the intimate sittings on the terraces in front of the 
houses in the afternoons, but today I believe that they enjoy more 
comfons and greater prosperity. "£361 
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This is an indication of the materialistic approach in dealing with immaterial things, 
which resulted in breaking of intangible links between the people. Like the results of 
losing the intimate sitting places, they are mostly intangible factors. 
Another manifestation of this is the disappearance of the concept of the 
extended family. Families may live apart from each other or may be in another city, 
and although the strong ties among the members are still apparent, the concept of the 
nuclear family is increasingly dominant.l371 The disappearance of the extended 
family was weakened the relationships between the neighbours, a result which may 
be inferred to indirectly by the Prophet (PBUH). In a hadith (a tradition), The 
Prophet (PBUH) indicated that there are three types of neighbours: 
1- The relative and moslem neighbour, has three rights on his neighbour. 
The first is the right of being a moslem, the second is the nght of 
being a relative and the third is the right of being a neighbour. 
2- The moslem neighbour, has two rights, being a moslem and being a 
neighbour. 
3- The non-moslem neighbour, has one right of being a neighbour. 
In stating the rights of the neighbour, the Prophet (PBUH) referred to several 
things like smiling on his face, asking about him, visiting him and the most important 
one is saluting him (saying Assalamu Alaikum). The latter is very important. In the 
traditional environment neighbours usually met each other when going to or coming 
from work, from suq or from mosque; they usually met in alleys and in courtyards, 
because they had to walk longer distances. The modem environment does not give 
an opportunity to salute and speak to each other. In villa type houses, people usually 
park their cars inside the hawsh, entering their houses without an opportunity to meet 
each other. In apartment blocks, the opportunity to meet each other is on the 
staircases or in lifts, where the time is very limited to give an opportunity to talk to 
each other. A journalistic inquest investigated a new aspect of socialization called Al-
Dawreyyah (a periodical social gathering of relatives or friends). A consensus among 
the people that have been interviewed reflected that the main reason for their meeting 
was to see, help and hear about each other. The complicated modem life, the fast 
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pace of life and indulgence in the materialistic world, looking after the livelihood of 
their children all contributed to this disintegration. Most of them did not see or hear 
from each other for years. l381 
Hence, the house continued to be the main socializing place, especially with 
the increase in the purchasing power and the acquisition of luxurious commodities, 
such as televisions, videos, stereos, radios and small house games. The increase in 
purchasing power was due to the increase in the national revenues after 1393 A.H 
(1973 A.D). 
V. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN URBAN FORM, SOCIAL LIFE AND 
RECREATIONAL PATTERN 
In speaking about the recreational opportunities in this period, it is important 
to bear in mind the pace of the development experienced by the city which ultimately 
left its mark on the built environment and the social life. By reviewing some of the 
main points of the last chapter, it is clear that some recreational opportunities start 
diminishing like the decline in the use of the traditional open spaces inside 
communities and the declining number of recreational visits to the nearby islands. 
These opportunities were eventually relinquished. The abrupt urban growth has 
contributed to the abandonment of the use of parks, farms and coffee houses in the 
city outskirts. Visits to the remote natural areas have also diminished due to pollution 
and dumping outside the city limits. 
By examining the diagram in Figure 5.11 which illustrates the limits of the 
recreational opportunities in Jeddah and its surrounding, several changes could be 
observed. The first is the relinquishment of some of the main recreational 
opportunities enjoyed by families as noted above. The second is the fact that other 
opportunities in the form of community gardens and small open spaces gradually arise 
as important recreational open spaces, together with other major recreational open 
spaces and facilities like Corniche, funfairs and Al-Hadiqah Al-Sahraweyyah. 
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One of the important consequences of the transition from the traditional 
environment to the modem environment is the loss of the small intimate alleys and 
barahat (open spaces). These spaces were considered to be the core of life in 
communities, usually full of men and children gathering and playing. One of the 
disadvantages of the car is its ability to reach and access the small open spaces which 
has destroyed their character and discouraged the recreational use of these spaces 
especially in most of the older communities. The layout of the newer communities 
were designed basically to facilitate car movement and to accommodate larger 
numbers of cars. Figures 5.12 and 5.13 are two cartoons, the first illustrates the 
increasing worry of the dangers of cars in streets which may contribute to the 
deterrence of children from utilizing streets and alleys. The second illustrates the 
quality of the streets at certain periods of the developments works, when ditches and 
running sewage water among other factors hindered the proper use of the streets, 
which continued until the beginning of the 1980's . 
..----- HOUSE 
,.--- HARA (COMMUNITY) 
Approached by all family membets 
FARMS &. PARKS 
111111111111111111111111111111., 
Approached mainly by men 
and children. 
' ............. , Relinguished 
Figure (5.11): Illustrates the limits of the recreational opportunities in Jeddah and its surrounding, 
showing the domain and approached locations for each member of a family. Between 1971-1990 A.D. 
Chapter 5 123 
Figure (5.12): (Left) A cartoon illustrating an accident and speedy car, asking for restriction on car 
speeds. (Source: Qendeel A., Jeddah, The Sea ... , Vol 11, p.llO) 
Figure (5.13): (Right) Illustrate the deteriorating conditions of the streets, works and ditches. 
(Source: Qendeel A., Jeddah, The Sea ... , Vol 11, p.l24) 
Speaking of the community open spaces, it is important to notice the fact that 
open spaces have not been used as these were supposed to be. Their total failure in 
terms of providing a recreational opportunity for the people can be assumed. Reasons 
could be summarized that in most of these open spaces, no other recreational 
facilities, services and programmes are provided or planned for. Furthermore these 
open spaces developed as a part of a beautification scheme for Jeddah. It is important 
to draw attention to the misunderstanding and the confusion between the terms 
beautification and recreation. That is the dilemma which have not been solved until 
now and probably it is increasing by adding the term tourism. Jeddah over the last 
three years attracts increasing numbers of tourists especially in winter and spring 
time. Apparently beautification may add to the visual quality of the site but not 
necessarily provide a good recreational open space. It is clear that squares, gardens 
inside communities and the Comiche formed elements in beautifying the city: 
''Beautification forms constitute one of the factors of city 
improvement ... comprising capacious, long and broad streets along the 
Red Sea shoreline, bridges at crossings, as well as squares and 
Chapter 5 124 
gardens that are distributed inside the districts and on the Corniche 
running alongside the shoreline. '1391 
An example which may help in understanding the case was Maidan Al-Baya 'h 
(Coronation Square) one of the early projects of beautification in Jeddah. Hadiqat Al-
Shuaraa (The Poet's Garden) abuts both Maidan Al-Baya'h and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, considered to be one of the first models of garden combining 
cultivation and ornamentation.£401 Figure 5.14, a photograph, illustrates part of 
Hadiqat Al-Shuaraa and Maidan Al-Baya 'h in the background. Both sites provided 
recreational amenity for Jeddah people as noted earlier. One of Jeddah poets, 
however, (as he speaks on behalf of the city) said: 
~~I built the Poet's Garden to satisfy my taste and to express my 
feeling. I provided water which looked like the triumph arch or like 
silk thread... but I have been disappointed, where there are no feet 
walking around, the place seemed to be like a cemetery. Please tell the 
group of poets to come and sit behind the walls. '1[411 
Figure (5.14): Part of Hadiqat Al-Shuaraa and the main fountain of Maidan Al-Baya'h. (Source: 
Mane' A., Jeddah: A Story of ... , p.195). 
Maidan Al-Baya 'h is becoming more and more isolated by the increasing 
number of cars and the widening of the streets. Although the municipality considered 
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this place as the starting point of the beautification scheme, the site is almost 
deserted. Aside from the isolation of the square, the area is choking and suffering 
from parking difficulties due to its closeness to the C.B.D and the local commercial 
areas. Unsuccessful efforts have been made by the municipality to revive the place 
by providing a huge pedestrian wooden bridge connecting to a newly established 
Madinah Gate. The reason is probably due to the changed role of old Jeddah (the 
traditional areas). Old Comiche and the squares to the north of Jeddah provided 
recreational open space amenities for the people of Jeddah through the 1970's. People 
us~ to picnic in old Comiche and the remote squares like Maidan Al-Takhtit (The 
Ministry of Planning Square) (see Figure 5.15). This indicates that people, especially 
families, may prefer areas and open spaces away from the densely populated areas. 
Another indication is the abandonment of the previous open spaces in favour of the 
New Corniche and Maidan Al-Matar Al-Jadid (New Airport Square), a huge ·planted 
square in front of the terminal building, used by people for picnicking until the recent 
restrictions. 
Figure (5.15): A photograph of Maidan Al-Takhtit, people picnicking inside the square closer to their 
cars. (Source: Stacey, Jeddah: Old and New ... , p.124). 
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Another example which may illustrate the social problems of utilizing gardens 
inside communities especially for families is the case of the villa courtyards. These 
gardens surrounding the modern homes are meant in fact to provide the same 
functions as the central courtyard in the old houses. 
"However, these lateral open spaces failed to attract families to sit in 
their gardens because they could be observed from the balconies and 
wide windows of adjacent houses. '1£421 
This was the case of the courtyards inside villas. The situation is similar in the 
community open spaces, especially where the new neighbourhoods accommodate a 
disintegrated population from 
different nationalities. 
Obvious! y most of the 
open spaces were not planned for 
recreation except old and new 
Corniche. Nevertheless the use of 
these open spaces do not mean 
that these places satisfied the 
people desires and needs. Old 
Corniche was vandalised, people 
destroyed and stole seats and 
veneer bricks. £431 Figure 5.16 
illustrates type of seats used in 
old Corniche. Figure 5.17 is a 
cartoon illustrating some people 
breaking and carrying off the 
marble tiles. 
Figure (5.16): (fop) Illustrating type 
of seats used in old Comiche. (Source: 
Qendeel A., Jeddah, The Sea ... , Vol I, 
p.204). Figure (5.17): (Bottom) A 
cartoon illustrating some people 
vandalizing the seats. The Arabic caption 
say "who do not know it will destroy it." 
(Source: Qendeel A, Jeddah, The Sea ... , 
Vol 11, p.l94). 
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Clearly these seats would not suit either families or singles for the following reasons: 
o most people tend to sit on floors, even inside their own homes, on a carpet or 
a mat, 
o the large number of the family members usually sit opposite to each other not 
back to back, 
o families require privacy, which cannot be provided by the arrangement of the 
seats. These seats were very close to the road and pedestrian movement, and 
o the type of dress the people used to wear. Men usually wear white thobe 
(robe), ladies wear abayaa (wide lady robe), both garments could be affected 
and soiled by sitting on uncovered seats. Dust and humidity usually 
accumulate over seats. 
In relation to the gardens and open spaces the municipality assumed that these 
places are provided for the benefit of the people, but people needs in these spaces are 
actually ignored. In an article in Al-Baladeyyat magazine (issued by the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs), the Mayor of Riyadh city indicated that the 
municipality planted the gardens and the streets, irrigated the trees and maintained the 
gardens, thus citizens should share the burden of keeping them tidy. Then he noted 
several points. At the end of each point, a question should be raised to respond to 
these criticisms. 
o The first criticism is that children usually come with their families and play 
in the gardens, breaking the trees and picking flowers, without any restrictions 
from their families (the question is: is there any play equipment in these 
gardens'?) 
o The second point is that children and workers come to gardens which have 
green spaces and lawns, they play football on the grass which in turn damages 
the planted areas (the question is: are there any appropriate playing fields for 
them to play in?) 
o The third point is that most people sit and sleep over the lawn which 
eventually pales and dies (the question is: are there any appropriate sitting 
areas?) 
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To bring this discussion to a conclusion, the following points are important. 
The first is that the existing recreational open spaces were not provided to satisfy or 
to reflect the people desires and needs nor have they conformed to the planning of the 
city. Secondly the design of the open spaces do not respond to the culture and values 
of the society. The third is the indirect notation of the change in the recreational 
pattern of the people, examples of which are presented in the following cartoons in 
Figure 5.18 and 5.19. The first illustrates a person looking for an apartment and 
asking the estate agent for a flat in a building which should have a coffee house on 
top of the roof. A video film hire shop should be close enough to this building. The 
right hand neighbours should be three singles who need a fourth person to play balott 
(playing cards), the neighbour to the left should have a seven systems video. The 
other cartoon represents women gathering in a friend's house chatting and drinking 
tea, the friend's husband arrived unexpectedly in the morning. She was asking her 
friends to leave by the back door. 
This indicates that the house is becoming increasing! y the recreational centre 
for the whole family. That was acceptable in the traditional environment when the 
house was connected socially with the street most of the time, especially during 
recreation and socialization. On the contrary modern houses are not connected 
socially with the surrounding open spaces or streets. Recreation and socialization as 
part of recreation usually take place either inside the house or in the open spaces 
outside independently. Unforseen consequences may arise from socialization and 
recreation inside the houses only, because in most cases and in a conservative society 
they will depend mainly on the family members. The recreational open spaces inside 
the community should satisfy the needs of people and should respond to their culture 
and values. 
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Figure (5.18): A cartoon illustrates a person looking for a flat with certain conditions. (Source: AI 
Riyadh, 17 Oct. 1989, p.4). 
Figure (5.19): A cartoon illustrating a gathering for a group of ladies inside the house. (Source: AI 
Riyadh, 23 July 1990, p.22) · 
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CHAPTER 6: FIELD STUDY METHODOLOGY 
The subject of leisure and recreation and its relationship to open space design 
is a largely disregarded subject in Saudi Arabia. A result of this was the lack of 
information and data in regard to use and need of public recreational open spaces. It 
is exceedingly important to understand the needs and aspirations of people. Hence a 
key role in this field study is the investigation of these attitudes, needs and aspirations 
in relation to the use of recreational public open spaces. This chapter deals with the 
field study methodology. It includes six main sections: the first discusses survey 
methods, which will help in defining the specific methods to be used in this research; 
the second is devoted to the basic objectives of the field study; the third deals with 
the field study strategy; the fourth describes the questionnaire format and tactics; the 
last two sections discuss the sampling method and the observation tactics respectively. 
I. SURVEY METHODS 
Patterns of leisure and recreation involve human behaviour in the manner 
people use their time and the environment around them. Thus the main objective of 
the survey research is to collect data and information related to the user population 
and the environment they utilize during recreation. Survey research is relatively 
objective, and offers a formal way of obtaining information. The quantitative and 
numerical values assigned to people's attitudes, behaviours and environmental 
conditions will help to analyze, interpret and report the information acquired. UJ 
Surveys usually produce information about people and their environment that is 
contemporary, which is one contribution of this research. 
The research problem and the lack of information related to recreational 
patterns played an important role in choosing the survey research methods. This 
research uses questionnaire, site observation and a review of the media; newspapers 
usually interview and express the opinions of local people and officials. The use of 
the latter had been illustrated in the previous chapters. The primary research methods 
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used are the questionnaire and the site observation, which are very useful tools in 
collecting behavioral data. These two methods will be dealt with at length, but at the 
beginning the basic objectives and the field study strategy will be reviewed. 
ll. BASIC OBJECTIVES 
Though the main goal of the field study is to collect data and information, 
certain objectives should be established and understood in order to design a successful 
questionnaire and observation method. There are three basic objectives. 
The First Objective: 
To evaluate the existing public recreational open spaces in terms of design and 
use, by collecting manifestations of people's behaviour in terms of activities practised 
and the way they occupy the space. 
The Second Objective: 
To assess the type and extent of recreational activities in which people most 
often participate or like to participate in; and how this can be related to the 
recreational open spaces available. 
The Third Objective: 
To examine the relationship between design of public recreational open spaces 
and intensity of use in order to determine the open space type most often used and 
why, so that similar techniques can be applied in less used open spaces. For example: 
1. Different small open spaces inside communities have not been used, 
particularly, by families. The reason may lie in the privacy problem, or a 
habit of the people, or a problem in the design. 
2. Some conservative families may also be deterred from using some larger open 
spaces as these do not provide adequate and acceptable privacy for them. Al-
Hussayen has discussed this point. He had visited a park in Riyadh with his 
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family and they found that the site did not provide a decent level of privacy 
for them. £21 
m. FIELD STUDY STRATEGY 
The research concentrates on human behaviour and environment in relation to 
recreational open spaces in J eddah in general and does not focus on a small group or 
on a specific cultural background. Thus the field study should be comprehensive, 
covering all of Jeddah. The time and the budget of this field study were very limited. 
Conducting any survey, especially questionnaire and observation by individuals, is 
usually tedious and complicated work. In addition the privacy problem, especially for 
ladies in the Saudi society, restricts the researcher and adds to the difficulties. The 
short pilot study indicated that because of this problem photography as a mean of data 
recording would encounter difficulties. Distributing questionnaires to households was 
also considered to be very difficult. Bearing in mind these difficulties, a strategy 
should be established to conduct the field study. Two points need to be considered; 
first, the way of conducting the questionnaire and how it will be distributed; second, 
the way of recording observation data. 
It is very important for the researcher to avoid being obtrusive in both 
methods of the field study. In the questionnaire certain questions such as full postal 
address, seem obtrusive. Instead of that neighbourhood and street names are favoured. 
Although this has been adopted most people did not respond to the street name 
question. The city plan was divided into different zones and so by putting several 
neighbourhoods in one zone conclusions could be drawn for that zone. Distributing 
the questionnaire should avoid the possibilities of pin-pointing individual houses. A 
strategy, based on the previous experience of friends who had conducted 
questionnaires in Saudi Arabia, was to distribute the questionnaire through schools. 
This ensures both confidentiality and a good return of answered forms. l3J 
During the field observation photographing from close range should be 
avoided. Instead data should be recorded on pre-prepared maps for the site to be 
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observed. The recording of actions for every individual is generally impossible, so 
some sort of sampling is necessary. l4J Site observation is a kind of direct observation 
where type of activities and their intensity have to be plotted on a map. To avoid 
being obtrusive and to be more neutral my family accompanied me during observation 
of different open spaces. 
IV. QUESTIONNAIRE FORM AND TACTICS 
The questionnaire is the main data source at this stage of the survey. It has 
been chosen to discover common points and issues among the people who respond. 
The questionnaire objectives have been discussed earlier, therefore the following is 
a discussion of the questionnaire progression and format. 
A. Questionnaire Progression 
The questionnaire was written first in English, then translated to Arabic. Some 
friends who had conducted a survey in Saudi Arabia were consulted to avoid pitfalls 
of translation to Arabic and of administering the questionnaire. The English version 
was rewritten to avoid some repetitions and mistakes. Some changes were made to 
the questionnaire, making it more appropriate in Arabic. Personal details related to 
ages, nationality, income, education and number of house members were relocated 
at the end of the questionnaire. Previous experience found that it is inappropriate to 
ask people about personal details at the beginning of the questionnaire, which would 
make them suspicious and reluctant to answer. 
In the English version many questions were based on explanatory answers, 
where the respondent has to explain reasons behind choosing certain answers. 
However it was found that this type of format was too complicated for the average 
respondent. This suggested that different questions should be changed to agree and 
disagree format. The changes were done in order to make the questions much easier 
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to answer, to insure a reasonable response from people. The questionnaire was 
directed to the household as a unit and the householder as the main respondent. 
B. Questionnaire Format 
The questionnaire is divided mainly into five parts; each part devoted to cover 
a particular range of information. The first part of the questionnaire deals with 
locality, neighbourhood, type of residence, people's evaluation of their locality, type 
of recreational open spaces, their proximity and how often the people use them. It 
also deals with pattern of recreation, places people usually like to visit and frequency 
of their visits. The second part focuses on activities and services available and 
required by people, and where their children usually play. In the third part there are 
some opinions addressing some facts about use of certain open spaces and the 
performance of certain activities. The fourth part investigates personal details, and 
social and cultural characteristics of the respondent, such as age, religion, sex, 
marital status, education, income and type of transportation. The fifth part examines 
the ladies responses to similar questions from parts one, two and four. A sample of 
an answered questionnaire is included in appendix A1 and A2. 
To understand the type of information the questionnaire is investigating and 
how the research is going to benefit from it, the following section is an attempt to 
explain each question or group of questions. 
1. Part one: Locality and Neighbourhood 
This part of the questionnaire aims to obtain some information about the 
respondent's physical environment and his adaptation to that environment. 
Question 1 : A formal question of how long the person lived in the city. The 
duration of living in an environment could affect the level of adaptation to the 
physical and social surroundings. Working on the assumption that the longer the 
person lives in the city, the more likely he is to be adapted to his physical and social 
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surroundings. The views and opinions of a person who has lived longer in the city 
could give more reliable evaluation of the recreational open spaces. 
Question 2,3: Names of the neighbourhood and the street the respondents are living 
in will be connected to the type of facilities available and needed. They may indicate 
in general the type of social class the respondent belongs to. 
Questions 4,5: Residence type and ownership will illustrate the dominant 
housing type in the city which then can be related and compared to opinions and 
requirements of the recreational open spaces. It can be assumed that villas and large 
traditional houses support indoor recreational activities for their occupiers better than 
apartments. 
Question 6: This question will show how people evaluate their community 
appearance. It will be related to their period of living in the city and to their 
evaluation of existing open spaces. 
Question 7: The proximity of the house to the recreational open spaces will explore 
the accessibility of the open spaces to pedestrians. The distance is based on a 
comfortable walking distance which is generally agreed to be up to 300 metres. 
Question 8: The advantages of the existing open spaces will be related to the 
previous question, to examine how people evaluate the nearest open space and what 
advantages that open space gives to them. 
Questions 9-11 : The name of the nearest recreational open space and the 
neighbourhood it is found in will indicate the type of the nearest open space, whether 
it is a major or local open space. Questions 10 and 11 will compare how often 
families use that open space and how often they use other recreational open spaces. 
Questions 12-13: These questions are intended to discover the type of the 
preferred recreational open spaces the respondent usually visits either as an individual 
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or as a family. This will be compared to the name of the nearest open space. They 
are indirect questions to see if the people use the adjacent open spaces or not. 
Question 14: To explore the best time of the day for the use of public recreational 
open spaces. 
2. Part Two: Activities and Services 
Question 1: This question discovers the type of open spaces children usually play 
in. It will be compared to the question of the nearest open space and to the house type 
question in the first part. Playing in streets or in sidewalks does not mean that 
children lack playground spaces, but probably that they like to play in the street. lSJ 
This can be assumed to be so if playing areas are accessible and appropriate. 
Question 2: To discover if outdoor recreation facilities are available and adequate 
for people's needs. 
Question 3: To understand the type of services and facilities required by people. 
It is also an indirect question to understand what activities people like to do in 
outdoor recreational open spaces. 
3. Part Three: Opinions and Views 
A series of questions to discover how many people share the same opinions 
and suggestions about the recreational open spaces around them. 
Question 1: This question explores if the people share and support the opinion 
arising from the observation that families tend not to use small open spaces inside 
communities. 
Questions 3-4: To explore privacy as an important factor in deterring families 
from the use of small open spaces. 
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Question 5: To examine if the reason for not using small open spaces is a social 
norm (a habit of the families not to use small open spaces inside communities). 
Question 6: To check if the use of distant recreational open spaces is just as a 
change of routine, even if appropriate facilities are provided in the community open 
space. 
Question 7: This question is also to discover if people use recreational open spaces 
at some distance because they do not have the same facilities in the community open 
space. 
Question 8: This question is designed to explore ideas to improve privacy in the 
recreational open spaces. It give a range of choices from new methods applied in 
some areas to solve the privacy problem. 
4. Part Four: Personal Details 
Questions 1-5: To know the age, nationality, sex, religion and marital status 
of the respondent. These are background questions, which will reflect some aspects 
of cultural background. The views and opinions given can be examined in relation to 
the nationality or religion to see if there are any differences in their requirements and 
attitudes. 
Question 6: Ages and sexes of the people living in the household will enable us to 
anticipate the type of activities needed and usually practised (indoor mainly for ladies 
and outdoor mainly for males). 
Questions 7-9: To investigate educational level, job and income of the 
respondent. The educational level of the householder will reflect some of his attitudes 
towards recreation. The type of job and income will also reflect his recreational 
abilities in terms of time and money. 
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Questions 10-11: To know type of transportation and number of vehicles owned 
by the respondent. In Saudi Arabia owning a car is very important. Public 
transportation is not efficient and reliable especially for families, where a public bus 
has to cater for both sexes separately. This may deter larger families from using 
public transport. These questions will also help in identifying the popular means of 
transport in visiting recreational open spaces. 
5. Part Five: Female Section 
This part includes questions from the previous parts primarily to explore the 
type of activities ladies usually practice and what facilities they need more of. Other 
questions are to examine her opinion of the privacy problem and to see if the newly 
developed family oriented private open spaces have any advantage to her. 
Question 6: This question is for the lady asking her if she uses community 
recreational open spaces or not. 
Question 7: To investigate the reasons for not using small open spaces and parks 
inside communities. 
Questions 8-11: These questions are meant to explore their use of the newly 
developed private recreational open spaces, how often they use them and what 
activities they usually practice there. 
Question 12: To see if the privacy treatment in these open spaces is adequate for 
families or not. 
Question 13: Same as question 8 in part 3, designed to explore ladies opinion about 
the privacy in the recreational open spaces. 
Questions 14-20: These ask for personal details of the lady. 
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V. SAMPLING METHOD 
The information and data collected are usually intended to explain and describe 
something about the population at the time the survey is conducted. Since it is 
impossible to consider asking the whole population of Jeddah, a sample of that 
population should be considered. The following is a discussion of the sampling 
method and how the questionnaire may be distributed and administered. 
Since the intention is to form conclusions about the population, the sample 
should be representative of the larger population. To satisfy this condition, the sample 
must be entirely random. 'Random' does not mean 'haphazard'; rather it means 
selection of units for the sample must be without bias; "no person must have a greater 
chance of being selected than any other person. "£61 Such a sample is usually more 
economical, consumes less time and has great accuracy. The chance of generalization 
in the results is also greater. Choosing the group to be used as a sample must be left 
to chance, so that any member or element of the population and any combination of 
members must have an equal chance of being selected. 
Because of the nature of the population studied, systematic and a truly random 
sample selection method cannot be carried out. The questionnaire is directed to the 
family as a whole, the householder is the main respondent. In Saudi culture, the 
family as a unit is very important in recreation. If you look at individual family 
members, only men can enjoy outdoor recreation, ladies usually being confined to 
indoor activities such as visiting neighbours and relatives, watching television and 
reading. The privacy problem restricts them from enjoying outdoor recreation 
facilities individually. So most Saudis tend to have the whole family together either 
for a picnic or for recreation. 
Distributing the questionnaire among bachelors may encounter some problems. 
The main problem is how to reach them, since they can be divided to three sections 
as following: 
0 Saudi bachelors, who are quite easy to reach. 
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0 Moslem or Arab bachelors (Non Saudi). It is very difficult to identify 
or reach them since they are living all over the city. 
0 Non Saudi and non Moslem, usually living in camps but with the same 
nationality, which may produce a biased sample. 
The preliminary questionnaire missed some information, which was thought 
to be important and required addendum. These are the following points: 
o The opinion of the lady in the household. This is very important, 
because the main respondent is the man, the householder. Ladies in 
Saudi culture usually do not enjoy the same activities or have the same 
opportunities as men. 
o How often do people use the new family oriented recreational areas. 
What are the advantages and disadvantages? 
The questionnaire was translated to Arabic and then amended by a teacher in 
the Arabic Language Department in King Abdulaziz University. Schools had been 
chosen to distribute the questionnaires, because getting permission was much easier 
and also ensured a good number of returned forms at the same time. The 
questionnaire was then printed and 750 copies were made, and distributed according 
to the following sample: 
o Jeddah was divided into seven zones, the central zone (Albalad), and 
another six zones according to the following division, two longitudinal 
sections from north to south, and three lateral sections from east to 
west, see Figure 6.1. 
o Two levels of schools were chosen, primary level with students aging 
from 6 to 12 years and secondary level with students aging from 15 to 
18 years. This will ensure a variation in the householder ages. 
o One school to be chosen from each zone. 
o Both levels should be represented in each lateral section. For example, 
if the west side had a selection of a secondary level, the east side 
should have a primary level and vice versa. 
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o One English foreign school was chosen to distribute 100 questionnaire. 
The students were from more than 50 nationalities. This was the 
Continental School in Al-Naeem neighbourhood north of Jeddah. 
The questionnaire consumed most of the time devoted to the field study. 
Distributing and collecting it disrupted the observation schedule. The schools were 
spread all over the city and some without telephone services, which meant several 
trips had to be made. 
VI. OBSERVATION TACTICS 
Observation is a widely used method in investigating human behaviour. 
Observing people's behaviour means systemically watching them using their 
environment looking for clues to explain some inquiries or questions related to their 
behaviour, like what are they doing? Is the environment supporting or discouraging 
them? The observation purposes are: first, familiarization, getting to know the locale; 
second, preliminary assessment; third, formulating hypothesis; and finally, to observe 
actual behaviour. l7l The observation purposes are mainly assessment, to explore 
what are the exceptions, the normalities, which activities occur at what time, and to 
find clues to help in understanding certain behaviours. 
Observation system consists of three elements: first, the observer; second; the 
people being observed; and finally, the environment where the action is taking 
place. rs1 Since observation involves in most of its elements humans, the validity of 
the observation could be questioned. The observer should be selective on what 
features and events need to be observed. It is very difficult to observe everybody or 
everything that is going on. Preconceived ideas about what is going on may affect the 
result of the observation, therefore, the observer should be unbiased as much as 
possible. But being familiar with what the people are doing and why, can be an 
advantage to draw inferences and help in conducting a successful observation. The 
method of recording can also be a problem, as it consumes time and effort which may 
restrict the observer's attention from what is going on. 
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Figure (6.1): Illustrates zone boundaries adopted to distribute the questionnaire. It also illustrates 
the location and type of schools chosen. 
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A. Behaviour Settings 
The activities and actions of people are many and diverse; hence, focusing on 
special behavioral settings is necessary. In observation some behavioral patterns are 
clear, outstanding and repeat themselves at frequent periods in some defined 
environment. The larger environment should be divided into small localities of spatial 
and temporal units. The spatial and temporal boundaries and physical characters of 
a setting should be described and noted briefly, in order to evaluate other variables 
in relation to it. To conduct such thorough analysis over a cycle of time, will contain 
numerous behaviour settings. The observer should content himself with a particular 
space and behaviour. 
The observation is simplified by noting, at sample intervals of time, the 
presence and number of persons, grouped by their kind and the activity in which they 
are engaged, in various locations in the place. For the observation to be more 
efficient general points should be emphasized in relation to people and their 
environment: 
o related to time: 
- what time of the day?, morning, afternoon or evening, 
- what time of the year?, 
o related to weather: 
- average temperature, 
- sunny, cloudy (rainy), 
- type of shelter against sun or rain, 
o related to environment, 
- type of place, 
- size of the place 
- type of the area, the people choose to sit in, 
o related to people, 
- family or individuals (singles), 
- number of people, 
Chapter 6 148 
- their sexes, 
- their approximate ages, 
- their nationality if possible, 
o related to activities, 
- sitting, chatting, eating, 
- walking, jogging, 
- playing (what type of play?) 
- are facilities for activities provided?, 
B. Areas of Observation 
There are numerous open spaces or gardens spread all over Jeddah. The latest 
statistics indicated that there are more than 469 public gardens in Jeddah. l91 In the 
previous chapter different categories of open spaces were discussed. In order to 
generalize the findings and the recommendations a sample should be drawn from each 
category. The selection of the open spaces were based on certain criteria, as follows: 
1. The sample should represent both categories discussed earlier. 
2. Recreational open spaces to be selected have to be used by people. 
3. The open spaces to be selected have to be built during different periods 
representing different type of neighbourhoods. 
4. If the open space to be observed is too big, a segment of that open space 
should be selected. 
It is difficult to select identical and representative open spaces of all types in 
Jeddah. Some points were recorded about factors that may influence the use of that 
open space. These were location, adjacent land use, design and maintenance. After 
touring the city several times different sites were selected as following (see Figure 6.2 
for their location): 
o Qabil street: The street is one of the oldest markets in Jeddah. The street was 
an old square converted with time to shops and offices. The area is considered 
to be the centre of Jeddah (C.B.D). A corner in that street was chosen for 
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observation. Juice and snack bars are found here and the place ·is famous 
among people visiting the street. A truly traditional open space couldn't be 
chosen because of the changing role of the traditional open spaces and 
couldn't be considered representative for that type. 
o Comiche Area: Two segments of the comiche area were selected. The first 
includes children's play facilities and is closer to population concentration; the 
second without facilities and away from population concentrations. 
o Al-Sharafeyyah Rocks Garden: One of the oldest rocks gardens established in 
Jeddah, close to Al-Sharafeyyah market. The initial survey indicated that this 
open space was the most used among the Rocks Gardens; the rest were almost 
unused. 
o Khozam Palace Gardens (K.P.G): Considered to be the main urban park inside 
the city, surrounded by old densely populated neighbourhoods in the middle 
of Jeddah. Setting aside the privately operated section, most of the remaining 
public areas are planted with trees and shrubs and rarely used. Children's play 
facilities are provided in two areas, one of which was chosen as it 
demonstrated some use. 
o Al-Hadiqah Al-Sahraweyyah (The Desert Garden): One of the major open 
spaces in J eddah and usually referred to as a main recreational open space. 
After several trips to the site, some use was observed in this segment. 
o Al-Safa Neighbourhood Garden, one of the newly developed urban open 
spaces in an area of new residential neighbourhoods. Children's play facilities 
and playing fields were provided in this open space. 
In order to prepare plans for these open spaces, the author visited the 
municipality in the winter of 1989 A.D. to gather information and maps. But no 
appropriate detailed maps were found because most of the open spaces had been built 
without plans or by companies which left the country leaving no original plans with 
the municipality. Base maps for the whole of Jeddah which included maps for 
observed sites were offered by the municipality. These maps were enlarged and used 
as base plans for the sites. Details in each site were recorded through site surveys by 
the author. 
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Figure (6.2): Illustrates the locations of the public recreational open spaces selected for observation. 
Chapter 6 151 
C. Observation Timetable 
Different times were chosen for the observation to cover almost the whole 
day, taking into consideration the time needed to travel from one site to another. The 
periods of observation equal half an hour each. Seven periods were appointed as 
shown in Table 6.1. The abbreviated names in the table below correspond to the site 
to be visited in that period. These sites are: 
1 - Qabil Street (Qabil), 
2- Khozam Palace Garden (K.P.Gs), 
3 - Corniche 1, 
4 - Corniche 2, 
5 - Al-Hadiqah Al-Sahraweyyah, The Desert Garden, (Desert), 
6 - Al-Sharafeyyah Rocks Garden (Rocks) and 
7- Al-Safa Neighbourhood Garden (Safa). 
~:; / > > >,: ·>·:···: < } L. < I{· ;.;.<. LU/>. 1 ••• .. :. k .. JUL ... <) • .......... t.······\···<•<.:} ~a.~:: ::: : :: : :•:: . :::} •·••··•••·••tso4l~~············ ·~~~~~~ : :jzL•' :~[::< 
:•>:· >>>>:>· ., :.:·· 
:::::!'L};~ ( 1::: • < ..... ••••• .... •: .. .::• ........ 
Time !.: <{l/j<~C:.:·. <. :< .3'1:(-89 .:: : :: : :::: YWf:-1'~2\ / ............................... .:·. :· .... · ................ .................................. 
10:00 to 10:30 AM Sa fa K.P.Gs Qabil Corniche 1 
12:00 to 12:30 PM Comiche 1 Desert Comiche 2 Rocks 
14:30 to 14:30 PM K.P.Gs Qabil Sa fa Desert 
16:00 to 16:30 PM Rocks Comiche 1 Comiche 1 K.P.Gs 
17:00 to 17:30 PM Desert Comiche 2 Rocks Qabil 
19:00 to 19:30 PM Qabil Sa fa K.P.Gs Corniche 2 
21:00 to 21:30 PM Comiche 2 Rocks Desert Sa fa 
Table (6.1): Illustrates the timetable for site observations. 
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CHAPTER 7: QUESTIONNAIRE; ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS 
This chapter aims to analyze and synthesize the results of the questionnaire. 
The results were mainly obtained through the analysis procedures of a personal 
computer statistical software package. The package is called SPSS/PC +, Statistical 
Package for Social Science. From the variety of the statistical procedures offered by 
this powerful program, the frequency distribution and the cross-tabulation procedures 
were chosen. Both are descriptive procedures, though the latter offers cross-tabulation 
tables of two or three variables. These tables are mainly used to analyze and examine 
the relationships between some variables in the questionnaire. 
The format of the questionnaire constitutes five sections; for analysis and 
discussion purposes, they will be arranged into three categories. The first deals with 
background questions and personal details of the respondent. The second relates to 
the locality and the recreational services and facilities provided within the community 
recreational open spaces. The third will discuss and summarize the results of the 
survey. But before dealing with the details of the discussion, some technical 
information on the analysis of the survey are important. The following section will 
cover these details. 
I. TECHNICAL ASPECTS 
The method of distributing and collecting the questionnaire has been discussed 
in Chapter 6. There were about 660 forms distributed to the selected schools. Out of 
them 509 forms were answered and returned. After refining and omitting the 
uncompleted forms, there were 431 forms selected for the analysis. This number of 
returns represents 65.3% of the distributed questionnaire forms. 
The questionnaire was directed to the family; the householder and the house 
lady were the main respondents. Families were assumed to have children of school 
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age because of questionnaire distribution through schools. Thus respondents were 
expected to be married and in the late 20's or over. Though about 12% of the 
respondents were singles, this is acceptable for the following reasons; the first, is that 
in the Saudi culture the oldest son is usually the householder or the responsible person 
in the family, if the father is absent or deceased. The second is that part of the 
questionnaire was distributed at the higher level of secondary schools, the last stage 
before college, where some of the students probably came from outside Jeddah. 
Students from nearby villages usually study and live independently in Jeddah. Hence, 
when refining the returned questionnaire forms, those who were singles and where 
the lady section was not completed were rejected. 
There is a lack of similar surveys or existing data with which the results of 
this survey could be compared or related to. In order to check the reliability of the 
results of the questionnaire, the nationality of the respondents are used to see if they 
match their respective proportions in society. The preliminary analysis of the 
questionnaire revealed that the percentages of Saudis to non-Saudis were 39% to 
61%. In the Jeddah's Master Plan Reports the projected proportions for 1410 A.H 
(1990 A.D) are 53.75% Saudis to 46.25% non-Saudis.£11 It is obvious that non-
Saudis were oversampled in the results of the survey. To overcome such problems 
SPSS/PC+ employs a weighting procedure which weights and adjusts cases to their 
actual proportions in the survey population. This procedure is practical mainly in the 
descriptive analysis procedures, such as the frequency distributions and the cross-
tabulations, which will be used in the analysis. of the survey. l2J 
The respondents were asked about the name of the neighbourhood they lived 
in. In the analysis, the neighbourhoods were arranged into seven categories according 
to the previously adopted zones (see Figure 6.1). Jeddah was divided into three lateral 
sections representing the north, the middle and the south of the city, and into two 
vertical sections representing the east and the west. In relation to the neighbourhood 
question, it is found that about 25.9% represents the northern section, 44.5% 
represents the middle section including, Al-Balad, the central zone and 27.3% 
represents the southern section. In fact this information cannot be verified directly by 
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existing data, but it can be related indirectly to information about the ·residential 
densities in Jeddah. Generally the northern section of the city constitutes lower 
densities of housing such as villas and much vacant lands. The middle section of 
Jeddah consists of high density localities like the city centre, Al-Ruwais, Old Airport, 
north of Makkah Road which contain about half of Jeddah's population. The southern 
section of the city accommodates low to medium housing densities mostly ordinary 
one story houses. This section also contains industrial areas. l31 Thus representation 
of the three sections seems to be conforming to the existing conditions. 
II. THE DATA ANALYSIS 
The questionnaire was designed with the intention to explore and evaluate the 
existing recreational open spaces. It also intended to clarify the desires and dislikes 
of the community in terms of the recreational services and facilities. Part of the 
survey was directed to the respondent to obtain facts regarding his background, 
mostly demographic details such as age, sex, nationality, educational level and 
income. At the beginning, this information will be discussed in order to understand 
the background of the respondents and the structure of their households. They will 
be related also to other variables which intend to discuss variations in the attitudes of 
the respondents. 
A. Background and Personal Details 
Demographic questions were directed to the respondents, both men and ladies, 
in order to understand their backgrounds. Other questions were directed to determine 
the size of the household and ages and sexes of the members of the household. This 
section is aimed to cover the results of such details. At the beginning it will cover 
details of the ages, the sexes of the household members and its size. Then it will deal 
with the demographic details of the respondents like the education . level, the 
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occupation and the income. At the end it will discuss demographic details included 
in the lady section. 
There were two questions concerned with age of the respondent and ages and 
sexes of his household members. With reference to the ages of the respondents most 
of them were expected to be in their thirties or above, since they should have children 
in the school age. Nevertheless the sample contained different age groups including 
5.5% of those who under 20 years old, which were thought to be acceptable as 
discussed earlier. Various ages were also represented in the sample as following; 
7.5% of the sample indicated ages between 21 and 30 years, 28.3% between 31 and 
40 years, 33.4% between 41 and 50 years and 16.7% who were 51 years and above. 
Number of Members in the Households 
Age Groups >•:}><·:·····< 
...... .,~~········· 1·················~·················1 3 
Up to 5 Years 
Between 6-12 Years 
Between 13-20 Years 
Between 21-44 Years 
Between 45-64 Years 
: ! : . . . •..• : 1·: •• ..··: :· .·.··< 
Male 35.7% ~ 0% l 0% L 0% j 0% j,:< : ?< ,:: 
Female ···;·;:·;·~······~···;·:~·~·······~···~~·············r··~~··········.···r~·~·············· li; •• •···· ·•••·{···••·· 
Over 64 Years 
Table (7.1): Illustrates the percentages of the numbers and the sexes of the household members 
in correspondence to the age group. 
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Ages and sexes of the members of the households are indicated in table 7.1 
above. In this table, the percentages represent proportions of the sample who 
indicated that they had that age group and sex in their household. The Arabic 
numerals represent the number of the household members in relation to the indicated 
age group. It is obvious from the table that the primary age group was the ladies aged 
between 21 and 44 years old, 74.5% of the sample indicated that they had a lady in 
that age group, 5.9% two ladies and 0.5% three ladies. The total was 80.9% which 
means that 4 out of 5 households had a lady member in that age group. To clarify the 
variations graphically, the totals of each sex and the averages are represented in the 
chart in figure 7. 1. 
Ages and Sexes of the Households' Members 
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Figure (7.1): A chart illustrating the percentages of the sexes and the average in each age group. 
Clearly the main age group was the 21 to 44 years old. This can be justified 
by two points; the first is that most households should have parents who are expected 
to be in their middle age. The second is that the variation of ages within the same 
group is large. Nonetheless the chart shows that in average about 39.5% of the 
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households had children up to 5 years old, 65.5% had children between 6 and 12 
years old, 46.5% had members between 13 and 20 years old, 72.5% had members 
between 21 and 44 years old, 27% had members between 45 and 64 years old and 
only 3% had members over 65 years old. Although the ladies between 21-44 years 
old is the primary age group most households have only one member of that age 
group. The dominant age group in terms of their numbers in the household is children 
up to 12 years old. The average household size is about 7.3 person, this is above the 
projected figure of 5.5 person per household. £41 This is acceptable because of the 
way of distributing the questionnaire. 
In relation to the sex of the respondents. The majority of them, 95.9% were 
males; females reported to be around 3.4% of the sample. This is in the absence of 
a male householder where the mother takes responsibility in the house. In terms of 
the respondents' religion, the Saudi society is assumed to be almost 100% Moslem. 
Thus it is not exceptional to find that 97.2% of the sample reported to be moslems, 
2.8% were non-Moslems. Non-Moslems are usually expatriates working for the 
government. With regard to the marital status question 10.6% of the respondents 
indicated that they were singles, 87.9% were married and only 1% were divorced. 
In response to a question asking about the education level of the respondents, 
12.5% were illiterates, 9.8% could read but could not write (this phenomenon can be 
found in Moslem's societies because some of them learn only reading to read Quran), 
19.7% of the sample indicated that they held a primary certificate, 15.6% held an 
intermediate certificate, 15.5% held secondary certificate, 18.9% held a college 
certificate and only 6.6% held higher than a college certificate. In relation to the 
occupation of the respondents, 27.2% indicated that they were self employed, the 
majority of the sample, 62.2%, were employed, 3.8% were not employed, 5.1% 
were retired, and only 0.4% were students. With regard to the income 6.6% reported 
that they earned less than 1000 SR (Saudi Riyal), 15.7% between 1001 to 2000 SR, 
33.8% indicated an income between 2001 to 5000 SR, 25% between 5001 to 10000 
SR and only 11% more than 10000 SR. The average income for Saudis, in the year 
of 1983, was about 58400 SR.£51 This is expected to be higher nowadays. Salaries 
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would be different between different ranks and within degrees of a rank according to 
the years of employment, so they are difficult to determine. But generally a lower 
rank employer like servitor would earn around 2000 SR. A higher rank like a clerk 
with intermediate certificate would earn around 3500 SR. A school teacher with a 
bachelor degree may earn around 7000 SR. A doctor may earn 10000 SR. or 
more.l61 
In the discussion of some of the attitudinal differences and in cross-tabulations, 
some of the above variables will be used again. These are the nationality, the 
education level and the income. So, in order to simplify the analysis, the responses 
to some of the above variables will be reclassified to reduce the number of values in 
each variable. The education level will be grouped as: Low Education (those who did 
not hold primary certificate), Middle Education (holders of primary or intermediate 
school certificate or their equivalent) and High Education (holders of the secondary 
school certificate or its equivalent or a higher qualifications). The income will be 
regrouped as: Low Income (those who earned up to 2000 SR), Middle Income (those 
who earned between 2001 and 5000 SR) and High Income (those who earned above 
5000 SR). 
The previous question was followed by two questions to investigate the type 
of transportation mainly used to visit the recreational places and the number of cars 
used for personal and family transportation. In response to the transportation type; 
88.3% of the respondents indicated that they used their own private cars to go to the 
recreational places they usually visit, 5.5% used taxis, 4.5% drove with friends and 
only 1% went by public buses. In relation to the number of cars; almost 92% of the 
respondents owned at least one car. In detail56.7% of the sample indicated that they 
owned one car, 23.5% owned two cars, 6.5% owned three cars, 4.1% owned more 
than three cars and only 8. 8% had no car. 
To complete the view, the ladies were asked about their age, occupation and 
educational level. Around 5% of the ladies sampled were up to 20 years old, above 
30% were between 21 and 30 years, above 40% were between 31 and 40 years, 
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above 13% were between 41 to 50 years old and only 2% were above 50 .years old. 
In relation to the occupation almost 80% of the sample indicated that they were 
housewives, about 6% students and above 9% .were employed or self employed. With 
regard to the lady educational level, almost 25% were illiterates, 11% could read but 
could not write. In terms of those who were educated, 19% were holding primary 
certificate, about 13% were holding intermediate certificate, about 16% were holding 
secondary certificate and above 13% holding a university degree or above. 
The above analysis illustrates that more than 22% of the sample were in the 
low income group, while almost 34% were in the middle income group. This means 
that above 56% of the respondents were in or below the average income group. On 
the other hand almost 90% of the sample used private cars for visiting the 
recreational areas. This is coupled with the high percentages of females and children 
who cannot drive. In addition 80% of the lady sample were housewives and almost 
36% illiterates or could not write. This means that a high proportion of the sample 
stayed in the house most of the time and took care of the family. Consequently 
reasonable and affordable recreational services should be within reach of such groups. 
The income should also be considered in conjunction with the high average household 
size. The following sections will examine the outdoor recreational open space 
facilities and services and their locations. 
B. Locality and Neighbourhood 
1. The Neighbourhood 
At the beginning of the questionnaire the respondents were asked a series of 
questions related to the neighbourhood and the existing recreational open spaces. The 
frrst question aimed to discover the period the person had lived in the city. This can 
be related to how people adapt to their environment, which is based mainly on the 
assumption that the longer the person lives in a place the more he becomes adapted 
to that place. It is helpful to understand the reaction of people to their environment, 
especially if services and facilities are going to be evaluated. Regarding the length of 
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time the respondent lived in Jeddah; above 70% of the sample indicated that they had 
been living in the city for more than 10 years; 15% for a period ranging from 4 to 
10 years; and 5.3% for a period ranging between 1 to 3 years. Only 0.8% of the 
sample had been living in the city for less than 1 year. It is therefore posssible to 
assume that the sample is highly accustomed to the environment around them, thus 
their evaluation is assumed to be indicative and reliable. 
Two questions were directed to discover the type and the ownership of the 
residences. In response to the housing type question, 13.2% of the sample indicated 
that they lived in villas; 60.2% of the sample reported that they lived in flats; 6.5% 
of the respondents that they lived in one of old J eddah' s traditional houses; 17% lived 
in bricks houses, an ordinary type of housing used in some of the old quarters and 
by squatters. In relation to the residence ownership; above 40% of the sample 
reported that they owned their residences; more than half of the sample (about 55%) 
lived in rented houses and only 3% indicated that their houses were job provided. 
Apparently apartment buildings were the most common type of housing. This raises 
questions about the place where children usually play and the nearest recreational 
open space. Apartment buildings are usually located in medium or high density areas 
and along the major roads in order to benefit from transportation facilities. Above all 
most of the apartment buildings developed for investment purposes during the period 
of the recent boom. The areas of apartment buildings also lack the basic recreational 
open spaces like garden space and privacy in which the buildings are only suitable for 
adults without children. m 
Evaluation of the appearance of the community was the content of the next 
question. In response to that question 44.6% of the respondents rated the appearance 
as good; 43.6% rated it as fair and only 8.9% as poor. The cross-tabulation of this 
question with the zone in which the respondent lived in, indicates that 37.6% of those 
who rated the appearance as good lived in the northern zone of the city. This is 
followed by 30.9% who lived in neighbourhoods in the middle zone and only 20.1% 
who indicated that they lived in neighbourhoods in the southern zone. In contrast 
45.9% of those who rated the appearance as poor indicated that they lived in 
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neighbourhoods in the southern zone. This is likely to be conforming to the structure 
of the city in a way that the northern zone is recently planned, has a lower density 
and is occupied by middle and high income people. The middle zone is mainly 
comprised of old communities and is densely populated. The southern zone is 
dominated by industries and seaport while parts of this zone were originally shanties 
and squatters as shown in chapter 5. The last two zones were slowly and gradually 
developed, but still retaining the basic streets and open spaces layout. In fact most of 
the recreational open spaces were vacant lands which have vanished with the pressure 
of the development. 
2. The Existing Recreational Open Spaces 
This section aims to explore the type of existing recreational open· spaces and 
their role. It covers different aspects of the existing open spaces like the distance, the 
name and the advantage of the nearest open spaces. It also deals with the preferred 
recreational open spaces to visit and the frequency of use, for both the nearest and 
the other open spaces. Subsequently it will discuss the relationship between most of 
the above points under the existing conditions, such as the relationship between the 
nearest open space and its advantages. 
a. The Existing Situation 
Location and accessibility were the first aspects to be investigated about the 
existing recreational open spaces. They can determine the distribution of such 
facilities throughout the city. Location will be evaluated in terms of the open space's 
closeness to the respondents. If the recreational open space is close, not far away, 
then it could be assumed relatively accessible. 
The first question was about the distance to the nearest recreational open 
space. Expectedly, 51% of the sample indicated that the nearest recreational open 
space was more than 1 kilometre away; 16.3% of the sample indicated distances 
ranged between 1h kilometre to 1 kilometre; 6.5% between 301 and 500 metres; 
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11.5% between 100 and 300 metres and only 12.1% of the sample reported a distance 
less than 100 metres. Only about 24% of the respondents reported a plausible walking 
distance to the nearest open space. The majority of the remaining as shown reported 
a distance mainly accessible by car or other means of transportation. So, it is no 
wonder that when asking the respondents about the advantages of the nearest open 
space, the largest group saw no benefit at all. In relation to the advantages of the 
existing recreational open spaces, the results were also unequivocal; 30.5% of the 
respondents answered that there was no advantage at all from the existing open space. 
Out of those who encountered advantages from the existing open spaces 19.3% said 
that these open spaces were good for children; 10.6% conveyed that they were good 
for families. Other advantages like more openness, good to sit in and pleasant to look 
at had each less than 10% of the responses. 
In this series the respondents were asked about the name of the nearest open 
space and the neighbourhood in which the open space is located. With the known 
difficulties in the analysis of open questions, this question and some of the later 
questions were deliberately left open. The intention was not to confine the 
respondents to certain open spaces or activities. Subsequently, in the analysis the 
answers to the name of the nearest open space were categorized into eight categories 
of recreational open spaces. There were not enough responses to the name of the 
neighbourhood's question, which implied that it had to be omitted from the 
discussion. This is probably because some of the open spaces are located in other 
neighbourhoods which the respondent may be did not know the name of. 
The responses to the name of the nearest open space question indicated that 
the Community Public Gardens were the nearest type of recreational open spaces, 
with almost 33% of the respondents. 16.9% of the sample indicated that the nearest 
open space was Khozam Palace Gardens (hereafter K.P.Gs) and 13.3% reported that 
the Comiche was the nearest recreational open space. Other open space categories 
like the Desert Gardens, Kilo 10 Gardens, Old Airport, New Airport and Luna Park 
had less than 2% of the sample each. 
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After the explanation of the locations, the advantages and the name of the 
nearest open spaces, it is essential to examine the frequency of the family visits to the 
nearest recreational open space and to others. With reference to the frequency of 
visits to the nearest open space; nearly 57% of the sample reported that they did not 
visit the nearest open space during the last two weeks; 20% visited that open space 
for one time; 9% two times and only about 10% for more than three times. In other 
words, only a tenth of the sample indicated that they visit the nearest open spaces one 
time every five days. In comparison, the respondents were asked to indicate how 
many times did their families visit other recreational areas; the situation was fairly 
different in that nearly 41% indicated that they did not visit any other recreational 
area in the last two weeks, above 24% visited other recreational areas just one time, 
above 19% two times and above 16% more than three times. Indeed, there is a clear 
difference between those who did not visit the nearest recreational open space and 
those who visited other recreational open spaces. This shows that part of the sample 
visited recreational open spaces other than those close to them. 
The above questions raised the issue of which are the preferred open spaces 
to visit. The respondents were asked two similar questions; they aimed to distinguish 
between the preferred open spaces to visit, either by the respondents alone and with 
friends or with their families. Nonetheless the responses to both questions revealed 
marginal differences between the two categories. But the differences among the 
preferred places within the same category were distinguishable. The responses to both 
questions indicated that Comiche was the most preferred recreational open space to 
visit (figure 7.2). Almost 63% and 60% respectively of the two categories reported 
that they preferred visiting the Comiche. The Community Public Gardens were 
indicated as the preferred open space to visit only by almost 3% and 6% of the two 
categories. The proportions are indicative of the role of the Community Gardens. The 
percentages of the other open spaces and places were very low (figure 7 .2). 
Comparing these results to the results of the name of the nearest open space 
illustrates that though the nearest open spaces were the Community Gardens, they 
were not always the preferred open space to visit for both categories. This also 
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conforms to the replies of the advantages of the nearest open space question; where 
almost one third of the sample revealed that there were no advantages from the 
existing recreational open spaces. 
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Figure (7.2): A chart illustrates the responses to the preferred recreational places to visit in relation 
to the two categories, with friends and with families. 
The last question in this section aimed to discover the preferred times for 
recreation. The respondents were given four times in order to select one of them. 
These were the whole day or parts of the day like the morning time, the afternoon 
time or the evening time. The responses were conclusively directed to parts of the 
day, not to the whole day option; 50.3%, slightly more than half of the sample 
selected the afternoon time. This is followed by 40.5% who preferred the evening 
time. As a matter of fact these are typical times for recreation in the current Saudi 
culture for two main reasons; the first, is that during hot weather, temperatures start 
to cool in the afternoon; the second that working time runs from the early morning 
until the early afternoon. Culturally, as manifested in the previous chapters, people 
used to go to the nearby open spaces and outside the city limits to the sea and the 
islands for a whole day picnic. The change of life style and the absence of the 
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remote, secluded and intimate recreational places are likely to affect that. In addition 
the improvements in the transportation system probably encouraged people to go to 
far areas and cities. It has been conveyed in some responses that people used to go 
to Makkah and Madinah, for religious rituals, as a recreational activity. They also go 
to Taif and Abha in the summer; both are summer resorts. 
The previous discussion explored items related to the existing recreational 
open spaces, the preference of use and time of visits. It indicates clearly that 
recreational open spaces were poorly located and had nominal advantages to the 
users. There is a disintegration between the nearest open spaces and the preferred 
open space to visit and even between the frequency of visits to the nearest open 
spaces and to the others. People indicate that they visited other open spaces more 
frequently than the nearest open spaces. To refine the discussion, the following is an 
exploration of detailed relationships between the above variables. 
b. The Relationship Between the Distances, the Advantages and the Name of the 
Nearest Open Spaces. 
For more elaboration and discussion the above variables were cross-tabulated 
with each other. Cross-tabulation procedure produces tables which illustrate the 
relationship between two variables or more. It is more indicative of the role of the 
nearest open spaces, by investigating their advantages and their distances. 
As has been noted earlier, the nearest types of open spaces were the 
Community Gardens, K.P.Gs and Comiche. The chart in figure 7.3 illustrates 
graphically the relationship between the three most selected open spaces and the 
distances to them. Even though the Community Gardens were the nearest open 
spaces, almost 40% of those who indicated them as the nearest said they were over 
1 kilometre away; nearly 19% indicated a distance between 1h and 1 kilometre; above 
13% between 100 and 300 metres and around 18% less than 100 metres. Of those 
who indicated K. P. Gs as the nearest open space; 52% said that they were more than 
1 kilometre away; 20% reported a distance between 1h and 1 kilometre; about 12% 
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indicated a distance between 100 and 300 metres. Only 6% who said they were less 
than 100 metre away. Of those who indicated Corniche as the nearest open space; 
almost 69% said it was more than 1 kilometre away; about 20% said it was between 
1h and 1 kilometre away, 6% said between 100 and 300 metres away and only 5% 
indicated a distant between 301 and 500 metre. Only about 3% said it was less than 
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Figure (7.3): A chart illustrating the relationship between the name of the three nearest open spaces 
and the distances to them. 
Cross-tabulation between the advantages of the nearest open spaces and the 
name of the nearest open space indicated that a small proportion of the people 
believed that these open spaces were good for families (see figure 7.4). Of those who 
reported the Community Public Gardens as the nearest open space; about 29% said 
there were no advantages; 26% said they were good for children; 11% said they 
provided more openness and 10% said they were pleasant to look at. Only about 7% 
indicated that they were good for families. Of those who indicated K. P. Gs as the 
nearest open space 25% said there were no advantages; 17% said they were good for 
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families, that is probably because of the presence and accessibility to a private Family 
Oriented Park and 16% said they were good for children. Of those who indicated 
Corniche as the nearest open space; 32% reported that there were no advantages; 
20% said it was good for children and only 11 % indicated it was good for families. 
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Figure (7.4): A chart illustrates the relationship between the name of the nearest open spaces and 
their advantages. 
Although Corniche is considered to be the major recreational open space in 
Jeddah, almost a third of those who indicated it as the nearest open space believed 
that it had no advantages. In addition for the Community Public Gardens, which is 
supposed to be the basis for the recreational open space hierarchy system, almost a 
third of those who indicted them as the nearest open spaces, believed that they had 
no advantages. Only a tenth believed they were good for families. On the other hand, 
above a quarter believed that they were good for children. This backs up the 
argument that these open spaces were poorly located; in fact, as has been detected in 
chapter 5, these open spaces were neither developed to satisfy the claimed purposes 
nor do they conform to the family needs or culture. 
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The other interesting relationship was the one between the name of the nearest 
open spaces and the preferred open spaces to visit, either the respondent alone and 
with his friends or with his family. Of those who indicated the Community Gardens 
as the nearest open space (see figure 7.2); above 58% said that they preferred 
Corniche to visit with their families; nearly 11% preferred fun fairs, about 9% 
preferred Albar (open natural area). Only 7% indicated that they liked visiting the 
Community Gardens. Of those who indicated K.P.Gs as the nearest open space; 
above 64% reported that they preferred visiting Corniche; about 11 % preferred 
visiting Community Gardens and 6% liked Albar. Of those who indicated Corniche 
as the nearest open space; above 71 % indicated that they preferred Corniche to visit 
with their families and almost 10% said they preferred visiting fun fairs. In contrast 
Desert Gardens had been indicated as the nearest open space only by 1.1 % of the 
sample. Of them nearly 72% said that they preferred Comic he and the rest indicated 
that they preferred Albar. 
All the above results are indicative that the Comiche was the preferred open 
space to visit, even though it is not the nearest open space. More than two thirds of 
those who indicated it as the nearest said it is more than 1 kilometre away. On the 
other hand almost a third of them see no advantage in it. Only a tenth of them, as 
mentioned earlier, think that it is good for families. All these figures are about 
Comiche, the pride of Jeddah which extends for more than 80 kilometres. Hence, it 
is not strange to end this discussion by saying that the inner urban recreational open 
spaces have no significant role in providing recreational opportunities for the residents 
of Jeddah and especially for families. 
3. Activities and Services 
This section intends to collate and discuss information related to the 
recreational activities and services. It covers details about the places the children 
usually play in and the opinions of the respondents of the existing activities and 
services. It also deals with the recreational services and activities required by the 
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community in regard to the recreational open spaces. Part of it will include details 
about the ladies activities and the use of the new Family Oriented Parks. 
As has been indicated previously, above 60% of the sample live in apartments. 
This raised the question about the places children 6 to 12 years old usually play in. 
The respondents were given six choices of different places and requested to select up 
to three of them. Along with the aim of exploring the nearby services for the 
children, this question is considered to be a supportive question to investigate the role 
of some of the adjacent open spaces. In the analysis each preference was treated 
individually, then all of them were grouped as illustrated in the following chart in 
figure 7.5. The three most frequently chosen preferences were the respondent's yard, 
the vacant lots and the Community Gardens; their proportions were 44.8%, 22.5% 
and 22.5% respectively. Another significant place was the street with 17~6%. This 
is an indicative response to the role of the Community Garden even for the children. 
Definitely their role is not more than the role of the vacant lots. 
Places where Children 6-12 years old Usually Play in. 
10 
0 
Your Yud NeJgbbour's Y ud 
The Place Name 
Figure (7.5): Illustrates the percentages of the places where the children usually play. 
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The respondents were asked then about the sufficiency of the ·existing 
recreational open spaces, such as parks and gardens, to the community needs; almost 
75% of the sample reported that these facilities were not enough. As a matter of fact 
this confirms that with the under-utilization of the existing open spaces there is a 
serious lack of appropriate recreational open spaces and services. 
The above two questions were cross-tabulated for further examination. The 
results of the places where children usually play was cross-tabulated with the 
residence type. The following chart in figure 7. 6 illustrates the four main types of 
housing and the percentages of the places where the children play. In all types of 
residences, the children usually play inside the residence with different proportions. 
Almost 74% of those in villas indicated that one of the places their children usually 
play was the villa's yard. Over 39% of those in flats reported that their children 
usually play inside the flat or on the building roof. The chart also shows that the 
proportion of those who play in vacant lots were almost identical to those who play 
in the Community Gardens. 
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Figure (7. 6): Illustrates the places where children usually play in relation to the four types of 
housings. 
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The other cross-tabulation was the sufficiency of the outdoor facilities with the 
zones where the respondents lived. The chart in figure 7. 7 illustrates the proportions 
of those who answered "yes it is sufficient" and "no it is not sufficient." Clearly 
respondents indicate deficiencies of the required facilities in all areas. An unexpected 
response was from those living in the north eastern zone (NE Zone); above 87% of 
them indicated that the facilities were not enough. This zone is part of the newly 
developed areas north of Jeddah, which are supposed to be planned according to 
updated standards. 
However, a clear pattern of sufficiency is illustrated in the eastern zones like 
ME Zone and SE Zone. Their figures show that more people indicated that the 
facilities were not enough, more than those in western zones. It is obvious that 
western zones incorporate Corniche which is more accessible to them than for those 
in the eastern zones. In the other hand eastern zones include some major open spaces 
like the Desert Garden, the Stadium Park and the University Gardens, but they are 
not well used. In the middle west zone (MW Zone), people think more than others 
that the facilities are enough. This is probably because the Corniche and K.P.Gs 
constitute the western and eastern boundaries of that area. Though these figures 
support the argument of the poor location, they also point to difficulties in 
establishing a sensible hierarchy of open spaces in which essential recreational facility 
is justly and efficiently provided and distributed. 
There is also a likely relationship between the sufficiency of the outdoor open 
space facilities and the evaluation of the appearance of the community. In general, of 
those who indicated the appearance as poor almost 95% said the facilities were not 
enough. This figure decreases with better rating. Of those who rated the appearance 
as fair about 81% said the facilities were not enough, in contrast to about 65% of 
those who rated the appearance as good. 
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Figure (7. 7): A chart illustrating the sufficiency of the recreational facilities in relation to the zones. 
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Figure (7.8): Illustrates the types of the needed recreational facilities in the communities in relation 
to the sex of the respondents. 
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In order to find out the facilities needed for the community, two similar 
questions were directed to both men and ladies. The question introduced 10 items 
along with an 'Others' option. The respondents were asked to select the three most 
required facilities. Each facility in the question was analyzed and treated individually. 
Afterwards, the responses to these questions were summarized in table 7.2 and in 
figure 7.8. They revealed that the most required facility was the 'New Open Spaces 
Designed for Families'. This option was overwhelmingly selected by both sexes. But 
ladies showed more interest where 64.5% of them indicated that this was the most 
needed facility, in contrast to 57.5% of the men sample. The next required facility 
by men was the 'Green and Shaded Areas'. This option was requested equally by both 
sexes, 52.6% of each sample. Furthermore ladies demonstrated more interest in the 
'Children Playgrounds' item in which 61% . of the lady sample indicated that they 
needed this facility more than the others. 
New Open Spaces Designed for Families. 
Children Playgrounds. 
Green and Shaded Areas. 
Pedestrian Routes 
Football Playing Fields and Kickabouts. 
Parking Spaces Near the Existing Recreational Facilities. 
Public Toilets. 
Swimming Pools. 
Club for Horse Riding and Trail. 
Shooting Range. 
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Illustrates the recreational facilities and services required in the community by the two 
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It is clear that the most needed facilities were the three first listed items. It is 
understandable that ladies requested the first and the second items more than the men. 
These facilities are supposed to be essential in a healthy urban environment, and 
should be more accessible especially to children, ladies and elders. The other facilities 
in which the respondents showed considerable interest were football playing fields, 
public toilets and swimming pools. The interest of the respondents are feasible, they 
are asking for decent family open spaces, children's playgrounds and green and 
shaded areas. One may say that the city has provided around 500 gardens; most of 
them were planted and supplied with children's play equipment. This can be answered 
by two points. The first is that these facilities were not enough as deduced from the 
previous discussions. The second is that these open spaces or gardens are poorly 
designed and maintained. This issue will be fully examined more in the next chapter. 
The questionnaire was intended also to reach the household lady. They were 
asked about their recreational activities during their leisure time and in the open 
spaces they usually visit. The first question aimed to discover their recreational 
activities during their free time. They were given seven activities and requested to 
select three out of them. Each activity has been analyzed and treated individually. The 
three most selected activities were visits to relatives and neighbours, watching 
television and videos and finally reading or writing. The sample indicated preferences 
of 58.8%, 53.4% and 42.1% respectively, see the chart in figure 7.9. The results 
denote that ladies incline to indoor activities. Hence, the outdoor activities acquired 
less responses; 19.8% liked going to the Corniche, 18.3% liked going to the markets 
and only 6.1% indicated that they visited the Community Gardens. Apparently the 
tendency is towards indoor and passive recreational activities which traditionally the 
lady was inclined towards. 
The other question aimed to discover the type of outdoor recreational activities 
the lady usually practised when visiting the recreational open spaces. As a matter of 
fact more than two thirds of the sample, almost 67%, indicated that they normally sit 
and talk; 16% reported that they usually accompany their children and help them to 
play; 12.5% usually watch the views and only 2.2% indicated that they practised 
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exercises. It is not expected of the lady to practice such activities in public, but the 
most and only acceptable exercise is walking. This in fact shows that lady activities 
are also passive outdoor. It is necessary to recognize their only main active exercise 
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Figure (7.9): Illustrates the type of activities practised usually by ladies during their free time. 
Ladies were asked as well about the places they usually visit during recreation 
and also asked about the services they think these places require most. With reference 
to the places visited, again the Corniche was the most selected place followed by the 
zoo and the fun fairs (see figure 7.10). The percentages were 72%, 29% and 22% 
respectively. In relation to the services needed most in these places; they were 
praying places, cleaning and maintenance, and shadings. The percentages were 25%, 
23% and 18% respectively (figure 7.11). 
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Figure (7.10): A chart illustrating the type of recreational places usually visited. The question was 
directed to ladies. 
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Figure (7.11): A chart illustrating type of the services needed most in the above indicated 
recreational places. 
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Family Oriented Parks form part of the privately operated recreational 
facilities in Jeddah. This part of the questionnaire aimed to investigate their use, the 
frequency of use and the activities practised in them. The respondents were asked if 
they had visited one of these areas or not. In response more than half of the sample, 
about 57%, indicated that they had visited such places. In order to pursue the 
discussion; those who positively answered the question were requested to respond to 
further questions about the frequency of the visits, the activities they usually practice 
in these areas and the privacy degree in them. About 40% indicated that they did not 
visit these places. That is probably because most of these areas are concentrated in 
northern Comiche and are expensive for an average family. 
Of those who visited the Family Oriented Parks over 27% reported that they 
did not visit these places during the last month. A similar proportion stated ·that they 
visited them just once during the last month. Almost 17% said that they visited them 
two times, 8.8% three times and 18.9% more than three times. In connection to the 
practised activities in these places; over 32% of those who visited these places 
indicated that they watched their children; over 27% enjoyed sitting; 22.2% had 
dinner; 7.7% played the electronic games and 6.3% rode boats. In response to the 
privacy degree; about 26% said that it was good; over 55% stated that the privacy 
degree was adequate while 14% indicated that it was not sufficient. 
4. Opinions and Views 
The preceding discussion examined factual information related to the role and 
the use of the existing recreational open spaces. Part of the questionnaire introduced 
several statements in which some opinions and views were expressed. The 
respondents had been asked to agree or disagree with statements. These statements 
addressed some issues associated with the family use, the social contacts between the 
residents, the use of the car in recreation and solutions to improve the privacy. 
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At the beginning a statement was presented to the respondents; it was related 
to the family use of the small open spaces inside the community. The statement was 
a result of the observation that families usually avoid using these small open spaces. 
The statement was phrased 'It has been noticed that families tend not to use the small 
open spaces inside the community (Hara)'. The responses proved that almost 75% of 
the sample agreed with the statement and slightly above 24% disagreed. 
In order to examine the reasons and the opinions behind the under-utilization 
of the existing recreational open spaces, the respondents were presented with two 
different questions. Each question discussed a different reason. The first one 
suggested that the reason was religious and these open spaces do not provide adequate 
family privacy. The lady privacy is a religious requirement, thus it was defined as a 
religious reason. The second one suggested that the reason was social, a habit of the 
people not to use the inner open spaces for families. 
Almost 82% of the sample agreed with the first statement, that the reason was 
religious. In contrast about 36% of the sample agreed that the reason was social, a 
habit of the people. For a further elaboration of this issue the respondents were 
requested to respond to a concluding statement. The statement said: 'If gardens or 
private clubs are provided for ladies, which provide adequate privacy for my family, 
I will encourage my family to use them'. The responses to this statement were also 
distinct; almost 69% of the sample agreed that they would allow their family to go 
to such places. 
With regard to a similar question in the lady's section, the ladies were asked 
whether they usually visit the small parks and gardens inside the community or not. 
The reaction was more definite; almost 80% of the ladies' sample signified that they 
usually do not visit such spaces. To elicit the reason, the respondents who said yes 
were asked about the reason. Then they were introduced to four reasons and 
requested to select, in their opinion, the main reason. The given reasons pointed to 
the following issues; the lack of privacy, the inappropriate size, the lack of facilities 
and the lack of activities. In response 52.4% indicated that the reason was the lack 
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of family privacy, 12.3% indicated these open spaces were too small, 16.6% said that 
there were no facilities in these open spaces and 10.9% said no activities could be 
practised. This is really expressive of responses that the reason was mainly religious 
and particularly a design fault; the lack of privacy in these open spaces. 
As indicated earlier, most of the respondents used their cars to go to the 
recreational open spaces and they usually go to far open spaces like Corniche. To 
investigate the reasons, i.e to see if it is a recreational behaviour or a lack of nearby 
open spaces, the respondents were asked two questions. In the first question, the 
respondent was asked to agree or disagree with the following statement: 'I prefer to 
go to far places inside the city for recreation as a change from the routine atmosphere 
of the community, even if the facilities may be there'. The responses to this question 
were almost equal. This means that 50% of the sample will go to far recreational 
areas even if appropriate recreational facilities were provided nearby. On the other 
hand above 87% of the respondents agreed with the statement which said: 'I use the 
car for recreational purposes because of the lack of nearby recreational open spaces'. 
In fact, the second response represents an actual situation where the use of cars is 
inevitable because of the lack of nearby recreational services. The first one represents 
a recreational behaviour by the respondents in which they like to change the routine 
atmosphere of the community. It is an indicative answer that it is not only nearby 
open spaces which are required but also more distant recreational areas. People are 
likely to want to change their routine community atmosphere. 
At the end of the section the respondents were asked about their views toward 
solutions to improve the privacy in outdoor recreational open spaces. They were 
given different preferences from which to select one. Some of the suggested solutions 
are applied in some places at the present time. The same question was also directed 
to the ladies. The first preference was for those who do not see any problem; the 
second was the solution to arrange separate spaces for each sex within the same open 
space; the third was the solution to assign a different day for each sex, for example 
a day for men and another day for ladies; and the fourth was a suggestion to improve 
the privacy within the open space, to be used by the whole family together. In 
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response, only 14.6% of the male sample believed that there was no problem, see 
table 7.3; 36.5% selected the option of separate spaces for each sex within the same 
open space; only 11% preferred assigning different days for each sex; 34.7% selected 
the solution of men and ladies in the same place with improving the privacy degree. 
With reference to the ladies' responses, the results were almost identical 
except in responses to two options (see table 7.3 and figure 7.12). The frrst one is 
that more ladies, 23.7% of the lady's sample compared to 14.6% of the men's 
sample, thought that there was no problem. The second is that less ladies, 26.9% of 
the lady's sample compared to 36.5% of the men's sample, preferred the option of 























Figure (7.12): A chart illustrating the responses to the suggestion to improve the privacy degree in 
the recreational open spaces. 
The above responses were cross-tabulated with the nationality of the 
respondents to see if there are any differences in their views. The results are shown 
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in table 7 .3. They illustrate that attitudes of non-Saudi were different from the Saudis. 
The non-Saudis believed more than the Saudis that there were no problems. Their 
proportions were 63% to 37%. In relation to the solutions; Saudis preferred 
separating the sexes within the same open space more than non-Saudis, the figures 
were 65% to 35% respectively. But slightly more non-Saudis, 51% to 49% preferred 
the solution of the whole family in the same place with improving the privacy. They 
almost equally, in relation to their proportions, selected the option of assigning a day 
for each sex. 
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Table (7.3): A table represents the suggestions to improve the privacy degree in the recreational 
open spaces. It also illustrates responses of both sexes and nationalities. 
Apparently, the majority of the sample selected options dedicated to the 
gathering the whole family in one place at the same time. But in the same time they 
still believe that the privacy for the families have to be improved either by separating 
the sexes or by improving the privacy for the whole group. The least selected solution 
was the one of assigning separate days for each sex, which has been applied in some 
recreational places like the City Zoo, King Fahad Garden in Taif and in some 
amusement parks. 
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m. DISCUSSION OF THE RESULTS 
The previous discussions emphasized and clarified certain points. These points 
related to particular planning and design issues. They also indicate the desires and 
needs of the community. However the results of the survey illustrate explicitly the 
problems of the recreational open spaces, the desires and dislikes of the people. But 
in order to recapitulate the results of the survey, it is essential here to classify these 
points to related topics as following: 
o Planning; points related to the standards, hierarchy and distribution of 
the recreational open spaces. 
o Design; points related to the privacy and essential family requirements. 
o Management and maintenance. 
o Trends, desires and dislikes of the people. 
At the end of the questionnaire a blank paper was left for the comments of the 
respondents. Some of these comments will be quoted in our discussion. We have to 
bear in mind that these comments were written by ordinary people. But they are 
pointing clear I y to the above issues. 
A. Planning Issues 
The survey examined some planning issues and standards. It focused on the 
location of the nearest recreational open spaces as the main criterion. That is based 
mainly on the fact that ladies, children and some elders cannot drive cars to reach far 
recreational open spaces. The other fact is that poor people do not own cars which 
is coupled with inefficient public transport. In addition, the climate plays an important 
role in discouraging people from walking long distances. The proportion of such 
groups in the sample are substantial as manifested in the analysis. The results of the 
survey pointed to three main types of recreational open spaces as the nearest. The 
first one was the small Community Gardens. The other two were K.P.Gs and 
Comiche. In comparison to the hierarchy of the recreational open spaces, they 
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represent approximately the neighbourhood level and the city or the metropolitan level 
respectively. 
The location of all these open spaces were certain! y beyond the reach of these 
important groups in the society. Nevertheless they are beyond the reach of most of 
the sample. Yet, the accessible open spaces have no advantages to most of the people. 
In addition, most of the Community Gardens are small in their sizes, isolated and not 
integrated with the community. These gardens in the old areas are usually small 
vacant areas or odd spaces at road junctions, densely planted and sometimes fenced. 
In the newly developed areas, they are merely odd shapes remaining after dividing 
the plots or squares surrounded by streets. 
The following are comments representing some of the opinions of the 
respondents. They may also connect to other issues like design, maintenance or 
desires of the people. The following discussion will refer to them by the number at 
the end of the comment•. The first comment was by a 50 year old man living in Al-
Thaalebah community, close to the seaport (SE Zone); he said: 
~~The number of the recreational open spaces is very little. Their sizes 
are very small too. In addition, nobody takes care of them or clean 
them. In some cases, the lack of care of the trees resulted in these 
open spaces to be deserted, especially in the old communities like Al-
Thaalebah community. The other recreation areas suffer from the mixes 
between the sexes, especially Comiche., (Dl) 
The other comment was by 17 year old youth living in Al-Rabwah community (NE 
Zone); he said: 
"There is a scarcity of the spacious recreational open spaces in some 
of Jeddah's communities, thoughJeddah is a large city and has a good 
reputation among the other cities ... , (D2) 
Another comment, which shows the effect of the financial status of some of the 
respondents, was by a 25 year old man living in AI-Thaalebah community; he said: 
"I want to clarify to you that our financial situation and the 
nonexistence of a car did not allow us to go to recreational areas. I 
The letter in the brackets indicates the appendix number, while the figure indicates the number 
of the comment in the appendix. The comments were written in Arabic, translated and modified slightly 
by author. 
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appeal to those, who this matter concern, to provide recreational 
facilities like those in Riyadh such as (the Tent Recreational Park) and 
to be close to the community. So that we can go too. " (D5) 
The other comment was by a 35 year old man living in Al-Rabwah community (NE 
Zone); he said: 
"Most of the gardens and parks are centralized in designated 
communities while there are no gardens in other communities." (D3) 
The last comment which clearly reflects several issues was from a 40 year old man 
living in Al-Salamah community (NW Zone); he said: 
~~In a way attracting the attention, it is clearly noticeable that the 
attention of the authorities is directed towards the coastal areas. Even 
these areas were not in the proper level. Most of them lack the rubbish 
bins and the public toilets (for men and ladies). Jeddah is devoid of the 
parks like those in Riyadh which have been equipped with high 
standard recreation facilities. One may say that the reason is Riyadh 
is not a coastal city in which the sea substitutes for recreation. But 
children and even the adults need the fresh air. This as you know will 
be provided through adequate gardens and nature green. I wish to see 
in Jeddah a garden for each neighbourhood that contains sufficient 
play areas for children, planted by flowers and shading trees and has 
a fountain. I hope that City Zoo at Makkah Road be improved." (D4) 
This is clearly pointing to problems related to the hierarchy of the opens 
spaces. Taking into consideration the privacy need for the Saudi family, the existing 
open spaces, at the level of the neighbourhood or a group of neighbourhoods, are not 
in suitable sizes for families and even children. The only operative recreational open 
space is Comiche. Others are partially utilized like K.P.Gs. There is therefore a leap 
in the hierarchy from small open spaces to exceptionally large open spaces. 
B. Design Issues 
Problems in planning are coupled with problems in design. Though the 
gardens at the community level are too small, they are badly designed to satisfy the 
basic needs of the Saudi family, such as privacy and sitting together. In fact there is 
not any design sensibility. Most gardens are only choked by rows of trees and shrubs. 
This results in that almost 4 out of 5 respondents indicated that these open spaces are 
Chapter 7 187 
not used by them. The range of problems starts from the basic thing in the garden or 
the open space like benches. Some of the comments are now examined. They also 
refer to some of the management and maintenance issues. The first comment was by 
a 17 year old youth living in Al-Rabwah community (NE Zone); he said: 
''Most of the families do not use the small parks and gardens inside the 
community. I agree with their action, because how many people in the 
community? Let us assume that half of them went to this garden or 
park, the intrusion of the privacy will annoy the decent families. " (D2) 
The other comment which touches the points was from a 24 year old lady who is 
living in the (ME Zone); she said: 
''Frankly, for a long time we did not visit any public garden. But 
previously, when we visit any public garden, we usually disturb by the 
insects, which survive on the grass. The grass is usually wet and we 
have to sit on it because the wooden benches are utterly uncomfonable 
and not sufficient for the whole family members. We also have to stay 
veiled (in he jab) and as you know the weather in summer is very hot. 
Thus the recreational trip flips to a son of agony. Therefore, we 
preferred going to Comiche even though it did not provide the 
adequate privacy for us; but at least we can practice something like 
walking. " (D7) 
This indicates that the people go to Corniche as a last resort. They go there 
not because it is very well designed or satisfies the ordinary Saudi family needs, but 
because there are no other alternatives. The comment also refers to the problems of 
the wooden benches which the research pointed to in chapter 5 when discussing 
problems in the Old Corniche and how it is not suitable for the Saudi family. 
C. Management and Maintenance 
Although the survey did not deal specifically with this issue, it will be covered 
in the following chapter when we discuss the results of the observation. Some of the 
earlier comments pointed to problems in the management and maintenance (see 
comments D 1, D4 and D7). The maintenance and the way of irrigation notably 
contributed to deter use of the small community gardens. The lack of maintenance 
affects also the furniture of the gardens such as the benches, the play equipment, the 
pavements and cleaning. In terms of management, the Corniche, as indicated in the 
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comment No. D4, has no public toilets or enough appropriately located rubbish bins. 
There are only a handful of public toilets in the Comiche which extends to more than 
80 kilometre. The situation in the community public gardens is more critical. Some 
of the following comments show part of the maintenance and management problems. 
The first comment was from the same person as in D3 above; he referred to the use 
of partially treated sewage water in the irrigation of the gardens, he said: 
"Usually the gardens irrigated by the sewage water which deter people 
from using the garden." (D3) 
Though this problem has recently diminished as indicated by the municipality, it is 
obvious that some places still suffer from such problem. The other comment refers 
to another issue of the prices in the new Family Oriented Parks. In fact it is not only 
the price of the food, but also the price of the children games and the family 
amusements. Here we have to take also in consideration the average size of the Saudi 
family and the average income. This comment was from a 36 year old man living in 
Al-Thaalebah community (SE Zone), he said: 
"I hope that enough gardens and parks to be provided in all the 
communities in Jeddah and the prices of the orders (such as food and 
drinks) in the private recreational places to be average and not to be 
exaggerated. " (D6) 
D. Trends and Desires 
The survey was aimed also to investigate some of the people's desires and 
dislikes. The dislikes are discussed and summarized above in relation to their topics. 
This section intends to summarize the trends and the desires of the community. There 
were several questions related to this topic in the survey. The first question asked 
about the type of outdoor recreational facilities needed. The second question asked 
about the services needed within these recreational facilities. Other questions were 
also asked about their opinions and suggestions to improve the privacy in these open 
spaces. Some of these questions were directed to both men and ladies. 
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In terms of the outdoor recreational facilities needed for the community, most 
of the people basically need three main facilities indicated as the following: 
1. New open spaces designed for families, 
2. Children's playgrounds, and 
3. Green and shaded areas. 
Others pointed to such facilities as football fields, swimming pools and public toilets. 
With regard to the services needed in the existing recreational areas, they asked for 
the following: 
1. Praying places, 
2. Cleaning and maintenance, and 
3. Shade. 
Others asked for football fields, snack shops and children's playground. 
Most of the respondents agreed that their families will use inner community 
gardens and recreational facilities if they are properly designed and the privacy degree 
improved. When they were asked for suggestions to improve the privacy, they 
referred to solutions dedicated to the gathering of the family in the same place either 
separate sites or with each other. The most preferred solution was the one which 
suggests separate places for men and ladies; followed by the suggestion of the whole 
family in the same place with improved degree of privacy. With the difficulties in the 
management of the open spaces the first preference is unfeasible. The more likely 
option is to improve the privacy in these open spaces. 
However, the discussions of this chapter will be developed by further analysis 
and discussion of some of the recreational open spaces referred to in this chapter. It 
is really an examination of the existing situation in these open spaces. The intention 
is to identify how the people use the existing open spaces in an attempt to extract 
from their behaviour what they need, what they like or dislike. In addition it will 
examine the size, the level of maintenance, type of services provided and the intensity 
of use. 
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CHAPfER 8: SITE OBSERVATIONS; ANALYSIS AND 
FlNDINGS 
Site observations are part of the field study which was carried out in Jeddah. 
The observation was held in the week of 30/3/89 A.D to 5/4/89 A.D according to the 
timetable discussed in chapter 6. The weather usually at this time of the year is fme. 
The observations were carried out on different days and at different times each day. 
This chapter covers the observation results and analysis. Full sets of the observation 
notes are included in appendix C. Every site will be analyzed and evaluated 
individually. A summary of the results will be shown in a table at the end for 
discussion and comparison. The discussion in this chapter will include the following: 
o Observation points for each site. 
o Observation evaluation and analysis. 
o Discussion of observation findings for all sites observed. 
The results of the observations will be used as a checklist on the size, the 
design and the maintenance and management of the sites. The criteria for the selection 
of the sites were discussed in chapter 6. The sites chosen for observation were: 
1. Qabil Street (Juice Corner), 
2. Khozam Palace Gardens, 
3. Corniche (Site No. 1), 
4. Corniche (Site No. 2), 
5. Desert Garden, 
6. Al-Sharafeyyah Rock Garden and 
7. Al-Safa Neighbourhood Garden. 
Locations of these sites are illustrated in figure 8.1. For each sites there will 
be two main illustrative sheets. The first one will show a key map, for the site and 
surroundings, and the main features in the site. The second is an A3 size paper that 
will show a more detailed plan, a section and pictures within the site. 
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Figure (8.1): An illustrative plan showing the locations of the chosen sites for observation. 
I. THE OBSERVATION TARGETS 
The amount of detail available from observing people is usually immense and 
diverse, and not every act should be recorded. It is important that observable targets 
should be defined. In this observation specified acts have to be focused on; some of 
them are related to the site and others to the people themselves. Facilities and services 
within the site have to be indicated such as praying facilities, mosques, toilets, seats, 
picnic tables, children's play equipment, water, shops and parking facilities. In 
observing the people several elements or variables have to be targeted and focused 
on, which will assist in producing comparable and analyzable data. These are the 
following elements: 
1. Intensity of Use: 
This will indicate the number of people observed using the site at the 
observation time. Comparing results of the observations to the site itself will 
demarcate the preferred time to use that site. Through the observations two points 
should be taken into consideration; the first is the fact that people may arrive and 
leave the site during observation time. People leaving the site before observation 
completion will be recorded and counted. Sometimes an estimation is necessary in 
order not to violate a family's privacy. The second point is the movement of children 
within the site. Children usually move from one place to another, this may pose 
difficulties in the large and commonly used sites. Therefore care and awareness 
should be taken during observation. 
2. Type of Users: 
This will determine the category of people using the site. They have been 
divided into three categories; families, children and men. Families may include 
children and men which might be observed in the site together; but if they arrive 
separately, they will be considered as their categories dictate. 
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3. Nationality of Users: 
Saudi Arabia hosts different nationalities, but in observation they will be 
divided into two categories Saudis and non-Saudis. This cannot be checked 
individually, but the way Saudis dress is usually clear and distinguishable. Identifying 
the users nationality will help in understanding if there are special types of settings 
preferred by a particular category. 
4. Type of Activities: 
Activities are usually determined by the facilities and the design of the space, 
but by recording activities people's usual practice will be discussed with the design 
of the space. 
5. Where they Sit: 
Identifying the most used areas within the site will be an important finding. 
This will imply that within the site certain spots may have different features which 
attract more users. 
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ll. QABIL STREET (Juice Corner) 
Qabil street is a shopping street in the middle of the city centre. Several 
prominent buildings are adjacent (figure 8.3). The street is pedestrianised with heavy 
pedestrian movement. Throughout the day the area is occupied by shoppers, mostly 
men, during shopping hours and especially in the afternoons. Along the northern side 
of the street several snack shops have been developed. These shops serve mainly 
juice, soft drinks and sandwiches like Shawerma (Doners Kebab), which are served 
in the open air. The snack shops are privately owned and operated. They open onto 
Qabil street and to a small open space leading to Queen's Building (one of the 
skyscrapers in the city). The surrounding land use is dominated mainly by commercial 
and office use, although some buildings include residential flats. The site is included 
in the observation in order to investigate types of users and their behaviour· in public 
areas, especially markets and shopping areas. For illustration purposes the area can 
be divided into four zones as follows; (see figure 8.2) the first is the main serving 
area under the large pergola; the second is the protected area of the main pergola 
defined by shrubs and half height screen 
lattices (figure 8.4B); the third is the 
secondary serving area under the small 
pergola (figure 8.4C); and the fourth is 
the sitting area between the kiosk and the 
Queen's Building. A closed kiosk (used 
for storage) is in the middle of the open 
space between the Queen's building and 
the main snack shops. The area between 
the snack shops and the kiosk is the back 
service area for the main snack shops. 
For illustrations of the site location, plan 
and overall views (figure 8.3 and 8.4A, 
B, C). 
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Figure (8.2): A plan illustrating the main 
areas within the site. 
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King Abdulaziz St. --____, Queen's Building 
Figure (8.3): A key map to illustrate the location and the main features of Qabil street site (Juice 
Corner). (Source: Jeddah Plans) 
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Figure (8.4A): The foreground shows part of Qabil street. The main snack shop is in the middle of 
the picture. The main sitting area under the pergola. 
Figure (8.4B): The protected area which is located at the corner of the main serving area defined 
by pots of shrubs and half height screen lattices. Families were usually observed sitting in this area. 
Figure (8.4C): 
outside the area. 
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Illustrates the secondary serving area. The lady was changing her place to just 
A. Observation Points 
The first observation was carried out on Thursday 30/3/89 A.D between 7:00 
PM and 7:30PM (Thursday and Friday are the weekend days in Saudi Arabia). The 
site was very busy with a continual flow of pedestrians, but observations were 
focused on the people using the snack shops. They were continuously used, with 
waiters very busy serving and inviting new customers. At the main snack shops the 
main sitting area is under the pergola. This area was very often occupied by men, 
often in a balanced mix of Saudi and non-Saudi. Non-Saudi ladies were observed in 
this area. The protected area was usually used by families and ladies especially 
Saudis. One of the families in the far corner was Saudi and the ladies were anxious 
to keep veiled most of the time. On other tables in the same area there were several 
non-Saudi families. Two ladies were observed looking for a table in this area.; when 
they could not find a free table to sit at, they left although there were vacant tables 
in the main sitting area. This scene was repeated with another group of two ladies and 
a boy. They bought sandwiches and water and looked for a table in the same area, 
when they found all tables occupied they asked the waiter for a table inside where the 
use was very light and the place was more secluded. Another Saudi family bought 
sandwiches and water. They also looked for a place in the same area. When they 
could not find a suitable table to sit at, they left towards Queen's building plaza. 
Throughout the observations the row between the protected area and the main area 
was usually very moderately used. 
The second observation was in the early afternoon time of Friday 31/3/89 A.D 
between 2:30PM and 3:00PM. Friday is the moslems holy day and holiday. Shops 
normally shut during noon time for prayers and the main meal of the day. The 
pedestrian flow was light and consisted mainly of foreign travellers waiting for shops 
to open. The most heavily used area was under the pergola where most of the users 
were non-Saudi and travellers. There were no activities in the other areas except light 
pedestrian movement. 
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The third observation time was on Sunday 2/4/89 in the morning between 
10:00 AM and 10:30 AM. Most of the people observed were carrying shopping bags. 
Both covered areas were in use, mostly non-Saudi families especially under the main 
pergola. In the protected area two Saudi families were observed, both with veiled 
ladies. One chaperoned by a boy later changed her place to inside the snack shop. In 
the other snack shop area several western ladies were observed enjoying their 
relaxation. Beside them was a veiled lady looking stressed. She later changed her 
place to outside the boundaries of the snack shop (figures 8.4C and 8.5). 
The last observation was on Tuesday 4/4/1989 between 5:00 PM and 5:30 
PM. Shops usually shut from noon until after Asr (afternoon) prayers around 4:30 
PM. The street life was just beginning after the noon break. Pedestrian movement 
was brisk and started getting busier. The main covered area was occupied mainly by 
men, mostly non-Saudis and individuals. Families were observed, again using the 
same protected area, both Saudi and non-Saudi. Another two ladies and a boy bought 
Figure (8.5): Illustrates the movement of the lady from her original seat as shown in figure 8.4C. 
Notice also the type of users in the place, mainly non-Saudi . 
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sandwiches and walked to nearby benches and sat there, despite the availability of the 
tables in both the protected and the covered areas. 
B. Observation Evaluation 
Although the observations were performed on different days and times, some 
prevalent important points can be detected. Some of these points related to the 
intensity of use. The chart in figure 8.6 shows the number of visitors observed in the 
site in correspondence to the day and the time of observation. The largest number of 
people observed were on Thursday (a weekend day) and in the evening time; other 
times had roughly equal numbers of visitors. The late afternoon observations illustrate 
the commencement of the activities in the site which reached their climax in the 
evening. 
Time 
Nmnb« of VJSitom 
Intensitv of Use 
Qabi!' Street 
* W edDsday obaervatioo caDCe1led duo to CX>Dflicts with the distribution of the questiODD&he. 
Figure (8.6): A chart illustrating the intensity of use in correspondence to the day and time of the 
observation. 
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The location of the site in the middle of the central business district makes the 
area accessible for most of the people shopping and visiting offices. A large number 
of different nationalities were observed in the site including Saudis, but most of them 
were non-Saudis. Table 8.1 (see page 249) illustrates the findings summary for all the 
sites observed; it helps in making comparison between different sites. The pattern of 
the use in this site indicates moderate use through day time and a gradual build up 
until it reaches a climax in the evenings. 
A very important observation point was the family use of the protected area. 
This area was mostly used by them and especially by Saudi families. No Saudi 
families were observed under the covered areas. It is clear that shading is not a major 
aspect in this site, since most of the activities were happening during late afternoon 
and night. It is noticeable that families preferred sheltered areas or confined spaces, 
where some seclusion can be achieved, not shaded spaces. This was signified by 
families changing their sitting place to areas inside the shop or away from others and 
by families hesitancy of using other tables when tables in the protected area were not 
available. The row of tables at the edge of the covered area close to the protected 
area was moderately used and sometimes was completely unused while families were 
in the protected area. This also indicates the awareness of the requirement to keep a 
distance between ladies and strange men. 
m. KHOZAM PALACE GARDENS (Segment) 
This section of Khozam Palace Gardens is located at the end of the north side 
between Jeddah Water Tower and Al-Malek Khaled Street (figure 8.7). It is one of 
the remaining spots of the gardens which have been kept public. There is another area 
which is similar to this one. Other areas are heavily planted with no noticeable use. 
The area was originally a car park which has been transferred later to a playground 
equipped only by swings (figure 8.8D). A nearby pedestrian bridge connects the site 
to Al-Sabil neighbourhood. A strip of planting defines the area from Al-Malek Khaled 
Street side. In this strip several picnic tables have been provided. These tables have 
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not been used and are neglected and in bad condition. The maintenance in the area 
is inadequate. The land has been channelled for irrigation which also has increased 
the inconvenience of using the picnic area. For illustrations see figures 8. SA, B, C, 
and D. 
A. Observation Points 
The first observation was on Thursday 30/3/1989 between 2:00PM and 2:30 
PM. There were no activities at the site at that time except a few children wandering 
around, one of them on a bicycle. Some pedestrians were noticed crossing the site. 
The second observation was on Friday 31/3/1989 between 10:00 AM and 
10:30 AM. A small number of children were observed leaving the site by the 
pedestrian bridge. Three boys were playing on the swings while their father worked 
in the car under the shade of trees. A single person was resting and reading a 
newspaper on a picnic table under the shade of the trees. The amusement area was 
not in operation at that time but a worker was noticed repairing and maintaining the 
equipment. 
The third observation was on Sunday 2/4/1989 between 7:00PM and 7:30 
PM. The time was just before Maghrib (Sunset) prayers. A group of male adults were 
using the area between the end of the swings area and the amusement area. They 
were playing football, although the site is not planned for such an activity. Two 
families were observed leaving the site walking with their children. One family 
walked to the pedestrian bridge in the direction of Al-Sabil neighbourhood, the other 
family was walking toward Al-Nuzlah neighbourhood. Later a family, consisting of 
a man and a woman, arrived after sunset. They spread a mat on the pavement and 
prayed Maghrib prayers, although a mosque is in the vicinity. Another man was also 
noticed praying while his daughter played on the swings. In the planting area some 
male adults were sitting around picnic tables. 
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Al Malek Khaled St. Prevocational Training Centre 
Khozam Mosque 
Figure (8. 7): A key map to illustrate the location and the immediate surroundings of K.P .Gs. Main 
site features also indicated at the bottom. (Source: Jeddah Plans) 
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Figure (8.8A): Picnic tables are provided under the shade of the trees in the planted area. Used 
occasionally by passers and workers to rest during lunch time and in late afternoons. 
Figure (8.8B): Mono-play equipment, swings, established over a relinquished car parking area as 
illustrated in figure 8.80, the above plan. 




Figure (8.8D): Dlustrative plan and section for the site. 
Figure (8.8C): A small amusement area contains coin operated electrical play equipment. Used 
moderately in weekdays, not very popular. 
The fourth observation was on Tuesday 4/4/1989 between 4:00PM and 4:30 
PM. A group of children were playing on the swings while their father waited for 
them near the car. Another group of children were waiting near the amusement area. 
A peddler selling boiled chick peas was observed passing and calling. Three adult 
males, non-Saudis, were noticed sitting in the shaded area near the post office. No 
more activities were observed but visitors started arriving after the Asr (Afternoon) 
prayers. 
The last observation was on Wednesday 5/4/1989 between 5:00PM and 5:30 
PM. In the area between the swings and the amusement area a number of male youths 
were gathering to play football. A group of children were jumping from one place to 
another. Some children were accompanied by their father, playing very close to him. 
A child was wandering around the site on his bicycle. Close to the amusement area 
a number of children were observed moving around. Peddlers were often passing 
through the area calling and selling crisps, candy floss and boiled chick peas. A 
veiled woman and her child were observed waiting for someone on the middle 
pavement, which separates Ahmad Al Najjar street from the swings area. 
B. Observation Evaluation 
The largest number of people observed in the site was on a Sunday (a normal 
week day) at evening time. The chart in figure 8.9 illustrates the increase in the 
number of users through hours of the day. The lowest numbers were for morning and 
early afternoon observation times, although they were on weekend days. This shows 
how the intensity of the use progresses through the day. The site is usually used 
through the weekdays and particularly in late afternoons and evenings. 
The site provides several facilities as discussed earlier. Most of the users were 
young children often not accompanied by their parents and usually playing on the 
swings. This indicates that the area is accessible and young children can visit the 
nearby play areas without their parents. The main attraction for the children was the 
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swings. The amusement area did not have that much attraction probably because they 
have to pay. Few children were noticed using it and that was mainly at the weekends. 







Numb« of VISitors 
Intensicy of Use 
Khozam Palace Gardens 
Figure (8.9): The chart illustrates the intensity of use in Khozam Palace Gardens. It shows the 
gradual increase in the number of visitors through several observation times and days. 
The picnic area is used mainly by passers by, usually non-Saudi men crossing 
the site or resting during noon time (figure 8.8A). During observation picnic tables 
and seats were not used for picnics at all. Families were observed on mats in areas 
adjacent to the site picnicking under the shade of the trees. They were mainly 
travellers passing by, resting during noon time. This area is rather open to passers 
and to road users, so people may be distracted from using it as a picnic area. It is 
peculiar for families to have a picnic in open areas like this inside the city. 
Male youths were often observed playing football in the area in the afternoons, 
though no football pitch was provided. They play on a flat asphalted area covered by 
a thin layer of sand, which is the end part of the former parking space. Football is 
the most common game for youths in Jeddah. They have been observed playing it all 
over the city in any vacant car park, land or garden. 
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IV. CORNICHE (Segment 1) 
The area is located to the north of the Marine Institute in front of the Corniche 
Plaza Building. It is part of the Northern Corniche, along the sea coast defined by AI 
Kournaish Road on the east, the sea on the west and two large parking areas to north 
and south (figures 8.10 and 8.11D). There is a range of children's play equipment 
distributed around. The rocks, which are arranged along the sea shore to prevent 
erosion, encourage fishing by some people especially in the mornings and evenings. 
See figures 8.11A, B, C and D for illustration. 
A. Observation Points 
The first observation was held on Thursday 30/3/1989 between 12:00 PM and 
12:30 PM. The weather was fine but rather windy. Although the area is considered 
to be a children's playground, cars were observed in the site entering through broken 
pavement in the southern car park. Cars were usually driven to the nearest point to 
the sea, where the users were observed unloading their picnic luggage. People were 
usually observed sitting very close to their cars. A man was sitting very close to the 
sea on a mat using the car as a support for his back; later he left the site. After a 
while a Saudi family arrived and unloaded the car, then the man with the support of 
his wife erected a shade using the car as a support from one side (figure 8.12). 
Another non-Saudi family was sitting near their van, the side door of the van was 
open and they were observed sitting both inside the van and outside very close to it 
(figure 8.13). Another car full of children was driven to the nearest point to the sea, 
the children got out and went to play in the children's playground, while the man 
waited for them near his car. The rocks at the edges were used by men to move 
deeper into the sea for fishing, their car also parked very close to them (figure 8.14). 
Two cars were observed entering and leaving the site crossing over a high pavement 
of the northern car park area. One of them was a Coast Guard Patrol while the other 
was a GMC (van) car. 
Chapter 8 209 
AI Andalus St. 
Figure (8.10): A key map for a segment of Jeddah Corniche (site No. 1). It also illustrates the main 
features in the site. (Source: Jeddah Plans) 
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Figure (8.11A): Although car parking spaces are provided at both ends of the site and the inner area 
is reserved as a playground, people usually drive their cars inside and sit close to them. 
Figure (8.11B): Part of the playground sometimes used by the adults. 
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Figure (8.11D): Illustrative plan and section for Comiche 1 site. 
Figure (8.11C): Part of Al-Koumaish Road where people park cars along the kerb side and sit on the 
pavement. They overlook the sea and children playground. A very common scene in Corniche area 
especially in weekends. 
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Figure (8.12): A family arrived at noon time for picnic, they parked the car very close to the sea 
and started erecting shade. Notice the amount of their luggage, where they have to bring every thing 
with them. 
Figure (8.13): A very common scene of people sitting very close to their cars and sometimes inside 
the car like in this van. 
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Figure (8.14): Rocks like these encouraged fishing. Men usually observed fishing in all times of 
observation, morning, noon, afternoon and evening. 
The second observation was on Friday 31/3/1989 (a weekend day) between 
4:00PM and 4:30PM. The time was just after Asr (afternoon) prayers. Along the 
side pavement of AI Kournaish Road, several families were observed sitting. The 
distances between them were varied, with the families looking mainly for shaded 
areas. Their cars were normally sited close to them for their picnic stuff to be handy 
and for privacy. A non-Saudi family was observed sitting on this pavement 
barbecuing (figures 8.15 and 8.16). 
In the southern car park groups of families were clustering on the pavement 
side close to the children's playground. Their cars were parked parallel to the 
pavement, although the car park alignment is perpendicular. They had been observed 
sitting in the shade of the cars which also supported their backs (figure 8 .17). They 
occupied almost half of the pavement width, while pedestrians and peddlers were 
passing in front of them. Some non-Saudi families were sitting on chairs. The area 
close to the sea in the middle of the site was occupied by families in which they 
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parked their cars close to the sea and sat beside them (figure 8.18). A typical scene 
of children activities was their movement in the site going back and forth between 
their families and playground or paddling in the sea (figure 8.18). Many peddlers 
were wandering around. A mobile shop was parking in the southern car park. A 
group of men was also observed fishing in the area of rocks. 
The third observation was on Sunday 2/4/1989 (a normal weekday) between 
4:00PM and 4:30PM. Most of the people observed were sitting on the pavement of 
the northern car park. All of them were families with children, who were playing in 
the playground. One of the families had their picnic stuff with them. All were sat 
close to their cars except the last arrived family. They parked the car parallel to the 
pavement and sat between the other two families. 
The fourth observation was on Tuesday 4/4/1989 between 10:00 AM and 
10:30 AM. No activities were observed on the site except the men who were fishing 
in the rocky area. 
The last observation was on Wednesday (the last day in the normal weekday) 
5/4/1989 between 9:00 PM and 9:30 PM. The time was at night and the place was 
very well lit by the road and car park lights. Several families were observed sitting 
along Al Kournaish Road side. Their cars were parked inside the playground and very 
close to them. Parking along Al Kournaish road was banned at that time for a passing 
Royal Escort. When the ban had been lifted, several families took their cars outside 
along A1 Kournaish Road in order to provide a screen from the road side for privacy. 
At the edge of the northern car park two families were sitting on the pavement, one 
of them watching television. The children were playing in the playground. Inside the 
area along the sea edge a group of males was sitting between the car and the sea 
edge. Another group was fishing in the area close to the mosque. 
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Figure (8.15): Families usually observed using road sides for picnic and sitting. They sit in the area 
between the car and any structure or plants. 
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Figure (8.16): A family is barbecuing on the pavement along Al-Koumaish Road. Benefiting from 
the shade of the tree. and shrubs. 
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Figure (8.17): At the right of the picture families sitting under the shade of their cars. Cars also used 
to support their backs. Peddlers are wandering around. 
Figure (8.18): Although the area is a playground cars are usually driven inside. Typically people sit 
closer to cars along sea shore, while ch~ldren pia~ in the playground going, back and forth. 
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B. Observation Evaluation 
Corniche is a famous recreational open space in J eddah. This segment 
represents a typical site along the Corniche which attracts people. The part of the 
Corniche which contains this segment is more accessible from nearby densely 
populated neighbourhoods like Al-Rwais, Al-Baghdadeyyah and Al-Sabil. The largest 
number of people observed on the site was on Friday afternoon, then followed by 
weekend days, see chart in figure 8.19. Wednesday night, considered the beginning 
of the weekend, hosted the second largest number. At Thursday noon time people 
were observed barbecuing and children playing, an unusual scene but possible because 







Number of VISitors 
Intensity of Use 
Corniche 1 
Figure (8.19): A chart illustrating the number of visitors observed in Corniche (Segment No. 1), in 
correspondence to times and days of observations. 
Although proper facilities were not provided, the site attracted large numbers 
of people especially at weekends, who were observed practising different activities 
like playing, fishing, picnicking and sitting. The main features in the site which 
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attract people were the children's play area and the sea view. In terms of the type of 
users, men were second to families. No children were observed alone on the site. See 
table 8.1 for an overall view of the observations summary. Families were usually 
picnicking or accompanying children playing in the playground. Men observed on the 
site were usually fishing or sitting and contemplating. Users of the site were 
comprised normally of mixed nationalities, almost an equal mix of Saudis and non-
Saudis. 
A very important observation point was the people's adherence to their cars. 
Cars are used as storage for their belongings, which should be kept close by for the 
luggage to be handy. The car is used as a screen for privacy and used as a support 
for providing shade and an appropriate sitting place. Disrespect for the children's 
playground was very clear, as the people tried to reach the sea and advantage points 
without any consideration. Rocks in this area were provided to protect car parks and 
special structures from erosion, which created a special environment encouraging 
fishing. Unanticipated activity was the men fishing in this area all day and even at 
night. 
Adults were also observed playing on the children's play equipment like 
swings, see figure 8.11B. This is inappropriate action especially from ladies in a 
conservative society. It is not a matter of playing on the play equipment, but a matter 
of the way they should behave in public areas. This also indicates special needs for 
a special category in the society. More secluded areas are much preferable, this is 
why traditionally people like to go to remote areas and provide spaces within the 
house such as Kharjah (articulated roofs). 
An overall view of this area suggests an expectation of a huge number of 
users, which can be deduced from the size and number of car parking areas. 
Nevertheless no special facilities are provided within the area, except for the mosque 
which is under construction, and is being built mainly for beautification purposes. 
There are no essential facilities like water, toilets, garbage bins and appropriate sitting 
areas. With a view to where and how people sit and organize themselves in the space, 
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one can say that they look for three main elements (figure 8.20); the first is the car 
which should be very close to them and help in defining their territory and the 
privacy needed; second is the place of sitting such as pavements or other appropriate 
areas to sit on; and third is the shade during day time and especially at noon time. 
Using the pavements means disrupting pedestrians especially on road sides, who at 
the same time intrude on their privacy. They also prefer the advantage points where 
they can overlook an activity or a view. 


















Figure (8.20): Diagrammatic plan illustrates where people usually sit in the area, the hatched 
bubbles, overlooking views or activities. It also illustrates the location of cars in relation to sitting area. 
V. CORNICHE (Segment 2) 
This site is part of Jeddah's Northern Corniche. It is a small man-made 
peninsula located along AI Kournaish Road close to Bohayrat Al-Qitar (The Train's 
Lagoon) (figure 8.23). A mosque stands in the centre of the southern part of the site. 
A narrow passageway connects the site to A1 Kournaish Road, for illustrations see 
figures 8.24A, B, C and D. There are no facilities in the site except the. mosque and 
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its limited facilities which are open occasionally at prayer times. This part of 
Corniche is close to high income and low density populated areas such as Al-Shate' e, 
Al-Nahdhah and Al-Mohammadeyyah neighbourhoods. 
A. Observation Points 
The first observation was on Thursday 30/3/89 between 9:00 PM and 9:30 
PM. The site was moderately illuminated through lights from AI Kournaish Road (no 
lights were provided in the site). Part of the northern section of the site was blocked 
by canvas screens; part of a camp which had been erected during the spring vacation. 
Along this screen close to the sea, there were two groups of families. Their cars were 
parked perpendicular to the screen and apart from each other. They were observed 
sitting in defined and protected spaces between the cars. Close to this group there was 
a family sitting in another space formed by 
two cars. The cars were parked close to 
each other forming a V shaped space 
(figure 8.21). After a distance another 
family parked the car perpendicular to the 
sea edge and sat very close to it. Their 
children were observed playing football in 
the middle of the site. 
Figure (8.21): Illustrates different car 
arrangements in order to create protected spaces 
and defined territories. 
Several families were observed using the area around the mosque's fence. The 
east side of the area was much better lit by the road lights. Cars were parked in a 
way to form a series of protected spaces which were sometimes occupied by ladies 
alone. Men were observed sitting out in exposed areas overlooking the area (figure 
8.22). In front of them there was another family sitting closer to the sea edge. They 
placed the car parallel to the sea edge to form a screen between them and the other 
families. Their children were noticed paddling in the sea. In the opposite side along 
Al Kournaish Road several families were observed sitting on the pavement of the 
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road. Some of them used the area between the pavement and the sea to park their 
cars. Cars were parked in a way to form an L shaped space. Children were usually 
observed running and paddling in the sea. A mobile shop stopped along AI Koumaish 
Road and sold ice cream and crisps to the children. Two men were observed fishing 
at the edge of the rock formations between AI Kournaish Road and the mosque. 
The second observation was late afternoon on Friday 31/3/89 between 5:00 
PM and 5:30PM, a preferable day and time for picnic and outings for families. The 
site was rather busy and full of users, all of them were families. At the far corner 
close to the camp screens three cars were parked in an arrangement to form a U 
shape space which opened towards the sea. The space was well protected and used 
by the whole family. Other cars were parked along the sea edge forming different 
protected spaces used by families to sit in. 
Another preferred area for sitting was the area around the mosque's fence. 
Several families were observed sitting in protected spaces which had been defined by 
cars and the mosque's fence (figure 8.22). 
In the middle of the site children were 
usually noticed playing football and 
running around, while the rest of the 
family sat together. In the other side along 
AI Kournaish Road, there was only one 
family sat on the pavement. Several mobile 
shops passed and occasionally stopped B 
around the entrance to sell ice cream and 
crisps for the children. Figure (8.22): The manipulations of cars to create 
protected spaces near the mosque fence. 
The third, fourth and fifth observations were carried out on Sunday 2/4/89, 
Tuesday 4/4/89 and Wednesday 5/4/89 between 12:00 PM to 12:30 PM, 7:00 PM 
to 7:30PM and 2:00PM to 2:30 PM respectively. There were no activities in the site 
except the occasional passers who either paused to watch the sea view or prayed in 
the mosque. 
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Train's Lagoon Al Kournaish Road 
Part of AI Nahdah Neighbourhood Site No.4 Mosque 
Figure (8.23): A key map to illustrate the location and the main features of Corniche (Segment 2). 
(Source: Jeddah Plans) 
Fzgure (8.24A): An overall view for the peninsula, from Al-Koumaish road, which shows the mosque 
in the centre and the rocky edges. 
Figure (8.24B): Cars are usually sited closer to the sea forming a series of enclaves and screens for 
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Figure (8.24D): Illustrative plan and section for the site. 
Figure (8.24C): More private spaces or territories are usually created by the manipulations of cars. 
Men normally sit in front of cars while ladies sit in the private spaces between cars. 
B. Observation Evaluation 
The site was constructed originally to accommodate one of the mosques which 
had been built to ameliorate the scene of the Corniche. The ground is ragged with 
scattered loose boulders. The site was heavily used in the weekends as opposed to 
weekdays. The chart in figure 8.25 shows the number of people observed in the site 
during the related observation times and days. The late afternoons and the evenings 
of the weekend had the largest number of visitors. During the noon and morning 
observations small numbers of people were observed picnicking in adjacent areas 
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Figure (8.25): A chart illustrating the number of people observed in the site through the observation 
times. 
The majority of the users were families usually in groups of two or three 
families. Individuals were occasionally observed in the area sitting or contemplating. 
Table 8.1 summarizes the type of users, their nationalities and type of activities 
observed in the site. Most of the users were Saudis. There were no differences 
between the activities or the type of sitting of the two groups (Saudis and non-Saudis). 
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No special services or facilities were provided in the site, thus people were usually 
observed sitting, chatting and occasionally paddling in the sea. Some ladies were also 
observed paddling in the sea water but hampered by the sharp boulders at the sea 
edge (figure 8.26). Small children, four to six years old, were also observed playing 
football in the middle of the site. 
t \ .. 
Figure (8.26): A picture illustrating ladies and children enjoying the sea. The sharp boulders at the 
sea edge hindered their movement and enjoyment. 
In relation to the sitting places, people were usually observed sitting along the 
sea edge or in areas where they can create protected spaces such as the area around 
the mosque's fence and close to the screens of the remaining camp (figure 8.27). In 
this site also people seem to be adhering to their cars. Cars appear to be an essential 
element in the forming of the protected spaces. Group of cars, two or more, were 
usually manipulated in different ways to create such spaces (figures 8.21 and 8.22). 
Another observation point in this site was that families were usually observed in 
groups of two or more families. Apparently that was because parking in this area was 
more flexible and the people had the opportunity to arrange their cars to create their 
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own protected spaces. This also may be the reason why the pavement along the road 
side was not used heavily as in the segment 1 during day time. But at the night the 
situation was different because of the lighting factor of the road. 
AI Koumaish Road 
Rocb Fomwion in Sea 
Sea 
Sea 
Figure (8.27): A diagrammatic plan illustrating the places where people used to sit in the site. 
Men and ladies were sometimes observed sitting apart from each other, 
separated by a car, or the men sat outside the protected area overlooking the sea or 
the site. Although this scene was not very common, it might indicate that they were 
conservative families or not related families (probably friends). In fact this type of 
sitting is required by the religion in which ladies are obliged to wear hejab (veil 
themselves) in front of strangers and some relatives like the brother in law, though 
it is not strictly followed. Thus men and ladies of large families or groups sometimes 
prefer sitting apart to allow ladies to enjoy the outings. 
VI. AL-SHARAFEYY AH ROCK GARDEN 
The site is located along Al-Malek Khaled Road near Al-Sharafeyyah market. 
The market is located along the section of AI-Malek Khaled Street which connects AI-
Sharafeyyah and Al-Baghdadeyyah Al-Sharqeyyah neighbourhoods (figure 8.29). The 
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garden is a triangular shape located at a road junction. The surrounding areas are 
mainly densely populated quarters. Around the garden there are a mosque, a post 
office, telephone boxes, a clinic and shops. Toilets and parking facilities are 
provided, though parking spaces were usually used by the shoppers. The surrounding 
land uses made this space special and influenced its use. There was no significant use 
of similar rock gardens in other areas where there are different surrounding land uses. 
The garden is built as a small mound with steps like retaining walls defining 
the sides of the garden. Rocks form the apex of the triangle and the pergola forms the 
base (figure 8.300). The rock arrangement in the site has created a series of small 
isolated spaces. Three main entrances lead to the main platform at the top. These are 
the access points from Al-Malek Khaled Street, Bandah Street and the pergola area. 
A fountain and a peculiar concrete formation occupy the centre of the upper platform. 
Along the edges of the platform there are fixed seats which form part of the retaining 
walls (figure 8.30B). For the sake of the discussion, the sitting areas on the platform 
can be divided into three areas; the northern, the southern and the eastern sitting areas 
in respect to the fountain (figure 8.28). To the east of the fountain there is a climbing 
frame, the only play equipment in the site. The pergola forms an archway with seats 
on both sides (figure 8.30A). In the southern end of the site there are toilets for both 
men and ladies. The only observed site which has such facilities. 
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Individuals. 
and alildrm. Cooc:recc Formadoll 
Southern Sitting Area, 
the Place of the 
Congregation of Ladies lifanllll 
Figure (8.28): Illustrates the main sitting areas on the main platform. It also shows the layout of the 
garden. 
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A1 Amir Fahad Street A1 Malek Khaled Street 
Al-Sharafeyyah Neighbourhood 
Figure (8.29): A key map to illustrate the location and the main features of Al-Sharafeyyah Rock 
Garden. (Source: Jeddah Plans) 
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Figure (8.30A): The picture shows the fancy stone work under the main pergola, the area used by 
children to play football. In the picture a group of cleaners relaxing at noon time. 
Figure (8.30B): From inside the garden illustrating seating type and the retaining walls. Some people 
were observed sitting over rocks and retaining walls viewing the street and the passers by. 
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Figure (8.30D): Illustrative plan and section for Al-Sharafeyyah Rock Garden. 
Figure (8.30C): A fountain is in the top part of the garden, children are usually playing around in 
the early afternoon. The background shows high residential buildings, the ground floor used for shops. 
The area is a well known local shopping area. 
A. Observation Points 
The first observation was carried out on Thursday 30/3/89 between 4:00 PM 
and 4:30 PM afternoon. The time was just after Asr (afternoon) prayers. Parking 
spaces were almost full mainly by cars for shop owners and some shoppers. There 
were no significant uses in the site except the pedestrians crossing the site under the 
pergola archway. Two persons were observed sitting on the seats along the sides of 
the passageway under the pergola. Several boys were also noticed picking fruit from 
the trees. At the end of the site, the apex of the triangle shape, a group of youths and 
children gathered in one of the small isolated spaces between the rocks smoking 
cigarettes and chatting (figure 8.31). 
Figure (8.31): Illustrates the small isolated areas at the apex of garden. Usually used by youths and 
children chatting and smoking cigarettes. 
The second observation was on Friday 31/3/89 between 9:00PM and 9:30 
PM. The site and the surrounding area were very busy with brisk pedestrian 
movement, shopping and wandering. The garden was very well lit and thoroughly 
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kept clean and the fountain was also working. The main platform of the garden hosted 
most of the activities. At the beginning a number of African ladies were observed 
sitting on the ground, in front of the seats of the southern sitting area, selling crisps, 
small toys and drinks to children. In the southern sitting area ladies, mainly 
Egyptians, were gathering. Some ladies were observed arriving with their children 
and sitting on the fixed seats. The congregation continued to grow and reached more 
than 20 women. They greeted each other and sat in groups while the children were 
playing around. The children were noticed running all over the site and jumping over 
the retaining walls. Men were observed sitting in the opposite area in the eastern 
sitting area. They gathered in smaller groups and sat on the retaining walls not on the 
seats (figure 8.32). Smaller families and individuals were observed sitting on the seats 
in the northern sitting area. A veiled Saudi women and her child were noticed moving 
around. She seemed nervous and glancing at people entering the site, probably 
expecting her husband. She was eager to leave the site. Over the rocks, near the 
apex, men sat individually watching the street and drinking soft drinks. 
The third observation was on Sunday 2/4/89 between 5:00PM and 5:30PM. 
There were plenty of vacant parking spaces. There were no significant activities 
observed in the site; but under the pergola several adults and children were sitting. 
On the main platform there were also children wandering around, passers by and 
some men sitting on the northern retaining wall watching the street. In the apex area 
there were children observed smoking cigarettes and chatting. 
The fourth observation was on Tuesday 4/4/89 between 12:00 PM and 12:30. 
The site was quiet, no users except cleaners resting under the shade of the pergola 
and a few children 14 to 15 years old smoking cigarettes (figure 8.31). The last 
observation was on Wednesday 5/4/89 between 7:00PM and 7:30PM. The time was 
just after Maghrib (sunset) prayers. Parking spaces were full and the area was rather 
busy. Individual men and children were observed sitting in the area under the pergola. 
Some of the men sat on the retaining wall opposite to the eastern parking space. On 
the main platform around the fountain there were groups of ladies sitting on the 
fountain's wall. Later some of them were observed joining the usual congregation of 
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ladies in the southern sitting area. As the observation progressed, several ladies 
arrived and joined the group. In the eastern sitting area two families were observed 
sitting separately on the seats while some men and.children sat over the retaining wall 
overlooking the street. The seats along the sides of the passageway were mainly 
occupied by men and children who were also observed sitting on the retaining walls. 
Figure (8.32): A picture illustrating the seats and the gathering place for the ladies. At the right of 
the picture is part of the concrete structure. A climbing frame is in front of the sitting area; the only 
play equipment in the site. 
B. Observation Evaluation 
The garden's location at a road junction isolated it from the surrounding 
residential areas. The garden is surrounded by streets and parking spaces as shown 
in figure 8. 30D. In the evaluation of this site it is important to bear in mind the effect 
of the adjacent land uses. The surrounding land ·uses, especially the market, 
influenced the use of this open space in terms of both the type and the nationality of 
users (fable 8.1). Most of the users were non-Saudis and mainly men and children 
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during day time. Non-Saudi ladies were the dominant users especially after sun set. 
The location affects also the maintenance and the cleaning of the site. The sweepers 
were observed working even in the evenings. The site was kept thoroughly clean. 
In relation to the intensity of use the chart in figure 8.33 illustrates the number 
of users in correspondence to the day and the time of the observation. The largest 
number of people observed in this site was 111 persons on the Friday evening. This 
is the largest number of people observed on any site during the observation. The site 
is used mainly at the weekends and the evenings. Ladies were the dominant type of 
users followed by children and men. This result is influenced by the congregation of 
ladies which in fact is culturally unpopular and unanticipated. They were non-Saudis. 
The only Saudi woman observed in the site was veiled, embarrassed and eager to 
leave the site. The reason can be described in the following two points; the first is 
that the platform was rather crowded and some of the men in the eastern sitting area 
were gazing at passing ladies. The other point is that the site is extremely open and 
there was no privacy for families whatsoever. The furnishings of the site are fixed 
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Figure (8.33): A chart illustrating the number of visitors observed in the site in correspondence to 
the time and the day indicated. 
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A very important observation was the children observed smoking cigarettes. 
This was probably due to the isolation of the site in which children cannot be watched 
by their families. In other words the site is not integrated within the residential 
neighbourhood. The small isolated spaces which had been created by the rocks and 
the peculiar concrete formations provided ideal spaces for children to hide and 
practice such behaviour (figure 8.34). 
Figure (8.34): A peculiar concrete formation with no function. Sometimes used by children to climb 
but also provided protected spaces for children to gather and smoke cigarettes. 
In regard to the most used areas within the site one can identify two main 
areas. These are the seats under the pergola and the main platform. The seats along 
the sides of the archway under the pergola were primarily used by men and children. 
No families or ladies were observed sitting in this area. The main reason is that this 
place is a pedestrian passageway (figure 8.30A). It is unusual and inappropriate for 
ladies to sit in such areas without a solid reason. The main platform, especially the 
southern sitting area is used mainly by ladies and children. This area is more 
protected than the other areas (figure 8.32). From the front the area is defined by the 
Chapter 8 234 
concrete formations, the climbing frame and a large circular tree basin with about one 
metre high wall. All the sitting areas on the platform overlook the fountain and the 
concrete formation. The small isolated spots and the seating on the retaining walls 
provide an overlook mostly towards Al-Malek Khaled Street. 
In summary this area, as in Qabil street, is close to commercial activities. This 
reason, and other reasons like the small size, the isolation and the inappropriate 
design, deterred Saudi families from utilizing the site. Non-Saudis and usually 
individuals, i.e no families, seem to be the dominant users of these two sites. The 
design of the site also attracts children who seek hiding places to smoke. 
Vll. THE DESERT GARDEN (Segment) 
This segment of the Desert Garden (Al-Hadiqah Al-Sahraweyyah) is located 
near the entrance on Makkah Road next Al Haramin Road junction (figure 8.35). This 
segment is bounded by the Municipality Plants Nursery from the west, the road which 
lead to the City Zoo from the north, a compound from the east and part of Makkah 
Road from the south (figure 8.36D). The layout of the whole reveals that it is not 
designed as a garden. It looks more like a farm with identical rows of trees, in which 
the land is extensively exploited. (For an overall map see figure 5. 7 page 112) 
This segment of the garden can be divided into two sections; the northern and 
the southern section. The Northern section is completely planted by rows of trees 
(figure 8.36A). The land is ragged and most of the trees are connected by irrigation 
ditches. Benches and picnic tables are provided and dispersed indiscriminately. They 
are in very bad condition from lack of maintenance. The southern section is divided 
into two parts by the two way road leading to an unused entrance of the compound. 
Both parts are ragged land and sloping towards the northern section. Trees in this 
section are more dispersed and their sizes are smaller. Some of them are perishing 
which shows the poor quality of the maintenance (figure 8.36C). 
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Municipality Plants Nursery 
Figure (8.35): A key map illustrating the location of the Desert Gardens. It also identifies the main 
features in the site. (Source: Jeddah Plans) 
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Figure (8.36A): The site entrance at the middle right of the picture along the main road in the area 
which lead to city zoo. 
Figure (8.36B): Rows of trees irrigated through connected ditches which make the land more ragged 
and hampers the proper use. Neglected benches, picnic tables and seats are spotted all over the site. 
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Figure (8.36D): illustrative plan and section for a segment of the Desert Garden. 
Figure (8.36C): Trees are all over the site, some are in poor condition due to exposure and lack of 
maintenance and irrigation. An irrigation tank serving the whole site appears at the right of the 
picture. The background shows part of the squatter areas. 
A. Observation Points 
The first observation was on Thursday 30/3/89 between 5:00PM and 5:30 
PM. A man with his children were observed in the middle of the northern section. 
He drove the car between the trees until he reached some benches. He was cleaning 
his car while his children played in the sand (figure 8.37). The site does not have any 
play equipment or any appropriate facilities. On the road which separates the two 
sections there was a man who parked his car along the road side. He had been 
observed fixing his car. Another man was noticed waiting inside his car at the end of 
the top road. The superseding observations which had been carried out on Friday 
31/3/89, Sunday 2/4/89, Tuesday 4/4/89 and Wednesday 5/4/89 indicated no use at 
all in the site. 
Figure (8.37): A man with his children near a picnic table and seats in the middle of the site. He 
drove the car over the flood irrigation ditches in order to reach t~e sitting area. The children played 
while he was cleaning the car. 
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B. Observation Evaluation 
The site is located on the periphery of the city, but very close to squatter 
areas, Al-Rawabi neighbourhood and new housing areas. All were desperately 
requiring recreational open spaces. Nevertheless the emergence of the Desert Garden 
was a solution for the problems of the squatters and the land intrusion, as discussed 
in chapter 5. Despite the inspiring characteristics of this site such as its vastness, 
openness, its hills and the silhouette views of Jeddah, there were no tangible notions 
of good planning or design to develop it as a major recreational open space. A huge 
sum of money was spent on futile plantings which require a lot of maintenance and 
irrigation efforts. The waste is not only on the huge number of trees, but also oil 
hundreds of benches and picnic tables which are not required and not used in such 
places or by such a culture. 
The amount of data which resulted from the observation does not provide 
substance for a discussion. The use of the site was extremely low, no families were 
observed in the site at all. Most of the users were men or children in the company of 
the father. The site is not thronged by people, but is extremely open in which the 
family privacy cannot be achieved. The land is unduly channelled and ragged which 
will impede the movement of the people. The site suffers from lack of maintenance 
which is clear in the condition of the seats, the benches, the land and the lighting. 
Thus the area can be used neither by children or youths nor by families. 
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Vill. AL-SAFA NEIGHBOURHOOD GARDEN 
The site is located in one of the newly developed neighbourhoods in the north 
eastern section of Jeddah, see the key map and the plan in figure 8.38. The garden 
is situated amongst residential areas, between Mohammad Sorour Al-Sabban Street 
and Naseeb A' Areedah Street, along the main Rain Water Drainage Channel. The 
garden is in trapezoidal shape bounded by streets from all sides. The Garden can be 
divided into three sections; the western, the middle and the eastern section. The 
western section is open and contains playing fields for football, basket ball and tennis 
and a play area. Trees and shrubs define some of the edges of this section along the 
sides of the streets. There is a large terrace in the middle of the site with pergolas at 
the edges. Trees and shrubs are sparingly distributed on the terrace. The eastern 
section comprises a series of small open spaces in different geometrical shapes which 
have been connected by passageways. They accommodate play equipment and benches 
for sitting. The middle octagonal shape is devoted to sitting in which different seats 
and benches are provided and arranged to form articulated spaces. The eastern part 
is heavily planted, the southern side of it is dominated by small palms. For more 
illustration see figures 8.39A, B, C and D. There are five entrances to the garden; 
four entrances for pedestrian, two from the east and two from the north. A service 
vehicle access is provided from the west side. 
A. Observation Points 
The first observation was carried out on Thursday, a weekend day, 30/3/89 
between 10:00 AM and 10:30 AM. The weather was fine, sunny and rather windy. 
There was no use at all, the site was quiet. The second observation was on Friday 
31/3/89 between 7:00PM and 7:30PM. The time was close to Al-Maghrib prayer. 
A car was parked inside the area beside the basket ball field. A group of youths were 
observed playing football on the field in the western section. They left the site around 
7:15PM because of Maghrib prayer. Afterward a Saudi family arrived and sat on the 
ground near the northern goal of the football pitch. 
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Al Amir Met' ab Street Part of Al-Safa Neighbourhood 
Figure (8.38): A key map illustrates the location of Al-Safa Neighbourhood Garden, its surroundings 
and the main features. (Source: Jeddah Plans) 




Figure (8.39A): The western entrance of the garden damaged by entering heavy trucks for irrigation 
and cleaning. The site is badly maintained. 
Figure (8.39B): Pergolas provided over the middle terraced area. Trees and shrubs sparingly 
distributed. 
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Figure (8.39D): An illustrative plan and section for Al-Safa Neighbourhood Garden. 
:: 
Figure (8.39C): Part of the eastern section illustrates the heavily planted area and one of the circle 
shapes. The foreground shows ragged land and irrigation ditches. 
Several children were noticed playing in the children's playing field. One of 
the children was accompanied by his father who was sitting on the curb. Two families 
arrived with their children. They were observed sitting on the terrace facing the 
children's playground, while the children played in the playground. Both were Saudi 
families with veiled ladies. One family was sitting close to a tree on a mat. The other 
family had some drinks in a thermos and sat close to the post of the pergola. Both 
families were observed praying maghrib on mats separately. Pedestrians, mainly non-
Saudi, were observed also crossing the site towards Al-Safa neighbourhood. They 
crossed the bridge over the Rain Water Drainage Channel. 
A group of female children was observed sitting on the broken benches beside 
I 
the eastern play area. Some of them were noticed playing on a broken seesaw and 
slide. Another non-Saudi family with veiled lady was observed in the same area 
watching and helping their children while they played. 
The third observation was carried out on Sunday 2/4/89 between 2:00PM and 
2:30PM. The time was after the end of the school day. Four boys from a nearby 
school were observed waiting for their parents, sitting on the garden wall. One of 
them was playing in the play area. Several non-Saudi pedestrians were also noticed 
crossing the site. 
The fourth observation was on Tuesday 4/4/89 between 9:00 PM and 9:30 
PM. The weather was pleasant with light winds. Two families with their children 
were observed using the western play area. The parents were assisting them. After 
a while another Saudi family arrived. One of them was observed inspecting the site 
while the rest of the group paused at the far end of the terrace. Later he called them 
and moved towards the western play area. The children joined the group playing in 
the play area. The scene was repeated when another family arrived. Again a man was 
observed inspecting the site while his family paused at the same area. When he found 
the western area occupied, he directed the rest of the group to the eastern play area. 
The man and the lady assisted the children to play, while the other lady was sitting 
on the bench. 
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The last observation was carried out on Wednesday 5/4/89 between 4:00PM 
and 4:30PM. There were no uses or activities observed in the site at that time. But 
youths were observed congregating on the football field just after the end of the 
allocated observation time. 
B. Observation Evaluation 
The site is considered as one of the recreational open spaces which provide 
different opportunities to the users. Most of Jeddah's gardens do not include such a 
diversity of facilities. Normally gardens within communities are merely planted with 
rows or different shapes of trees and shrubs. Nonetheless, this garden does not 
represent a proper design and suffers from the same problems of bad maintenance and 
poor management. It is included in the observation to explore how the people use and 
respond to open spaces with such facilities. The garden is equipped with different 
facilities such as the children's playgrounds, the playing fields, the sitting areas and 
the pergolas. 
The condition of the site furnishings indicates a very low maintenance if not 
a total absence. The concrete pillars of the west entrance are broken and tumbled 
down as a result of the entering service vehicles. This negligence is also apparent in 
the way of irrigating the plants along AI Kournaish Road (figure 8.40). This picture 
was framed at about 2:00 PM on the way to conduct observation for Comiche Site 
2. They were not only damaging the pavement but also irrigating the plants in the 
hottest time of the day. However, the irrigation of the garden is unbalanced; the trees 
and shrubs in the eastern section are flourishing while the others on the terrace are 
perishing. It is obvious that the method of delivering the irrigation water to the plants 
is not working. It is more difficult to reach the plants on the terrace and to connect 
them with one or two ditches. The lower areas near the roads are much easier to 
irrigate; figure 8.41 shows the hoses which are kept lying on the ground at all times. 
When the irrigation truck arrives, they just connect the main hose. They irrigate the 
nearby plants without bothering to reach the far ones. 
Chapter 8 244 
Figure (8.40): An irrigation truck used to deliver irrigation water to the plants. Notice the way of 
delivering and the amount of the damage to the pavement. 
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Figure (8.41): Illustrates the hoses in the eastern section of the garden left lying on the pedestrian 
way. They should be connected to the irrigation truck. 
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All the play equipment in the eastern side is damaged and broken. Stones and 
slabs on the retaining walls and pavements are loose and cracked. The concrete 
surfaces of the basket ball field and the tennis court are also ragged and cracked. 
Rubbish is lying all over the site except in areas with some activity like the play area 
and the football field. Lights in the site are not working; the site is mainly illuminated 
by the lights of the adjacent streets. The eastern section appears to be dark because 
it is not receiving direct illumination due to the amount and the size of the trees. 
The use of the garden in conjunction with its size, the facilities provided 
and the location in the middle of a residential area is considered to be low. The chart 
in figure 8.42 indicates the number of users observed in the site during the 
observation period. The largest number of people observed in the site was on Friday 
night. The Tuesday night (a normal weekday night) was in the second position. The 
morning and early afternoon observation indicated the absence of users. except the 
passers by and the school children who waited for their parents. Actual use of the 
garden usually started in the late afternoons, commenced with the arrival of the 
youths to play football. This was followed by children from adjacent neighbourhoods 
who reached the site walking and played in the playground. Families were usually 
observed in very late afternoon and evenings after the youths started to vacate the 
garden. 
In evaluating the type of facilities provided in the site, it is noticeable that no 
special facilities or activity programmes were employed which might respond to the 
users' requirements. The first is providing basket ball and tennis courts; these two 
games are uncommon and usually played indoor by special categories of people. In 
contrast is the very common scene of youths and children playing football on vacant 
land, vacant parking lots or streets. Yet no special arrangement was provided for such 
a favoured game. This result is inferred from the uneven shape of the area used for 
playing football and the wooden goal posts which are usually prepared by the people 
themselves. The second instance is the absurd geometrical shapes which do not serve 
an obvious purpose except their appearance on the plan. In fact the eastern section, 
which manifested such shapes and consumed most the design and irrigation efforts, 
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is the least used section in the garden. Presumably the reason is the improper design 
promoted by insufficient illumination, the calmness of the area and the lack of 
maintenance. 
Number of Visitors 
Intensitv of Use 
al-Safa Neigh~ourhood Garden 
Figure (8.42): A chart illustrates the number of the visitors in Al-Safa Neighbourhood Garden. 
One point observed was the hesitancy of some families in using the garden. 
They were probably passers by, not familiar with the garden, who had been attracted 
to the site by the children's playgrounds. They had been observed parking their cars 
away from the usual entrances to the garden and along the main road which runs 
parallel to the Rain Water Drainage Channel. After they entered the garden, they 
paused and sent an explorer who later directed them to the playgrounds. 
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IX. DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS 
Chapter 7 illustrated the trends, desires and dislikes of the people in relation 
to the recreational open spaces and activities. As a matter of fact it revealed the 
demand of the people. It is helpful to recognize that use is not demand, but the use 
can be analyzed to assist in deriving demand. The previous discussions in this chapter 
illustrated behavioral manifestations of use by the people of the recreational open 
spaces. The observations were committed to follow the people to the open spaces 
which they usually visit. The aim is to see how they are interacted with each other; 
to see what these open spaces offered the people and how the people used and 
behaved in these open spaces. The ultimate aim is to delineate the recreational pattern 
of the family. The extracted details will help in developing sensible guidelines for the 
location, size and detailed components of the recreational open spaces for Jeddah. 
Thus the discussion in this section will summarize the following elements: 
Elements related to the people: 
o Type and nationality of users, i.e families, men or children. 
o Type of activities practised by people. 
o Preferred time for recreation. 
Elements related to the open spaces: 
0 Design and sizes. 
0 Facilities provided. 
0 Intensity of use 
0 Maintenance level. 
In order to summarize the findings table 8.1 was produced. It lists all the sites 
observed, their sizes, the adjacent land uses, the maintenance level, the type of 
facilities, the type of activities, intensity of use, nationality of users and type of users. 
At the end of the discussion, different behavioral aspects will recapitulate the findings 
of the observations. 
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Summary of findings for sites observed during the week of 30-3-1989 to 5-4-1989 in Jeddah. For symbols key please see next page. 
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Figure (8.43): illustrates the symbols key for table 8.1, in the previous page. 
The column of the adjacent land uses shows the type of the land use in relation 
to its relative size; for example, the frrst site (Qabil Street) has three types of adjacent 
land uses. They are commercial, offices and residential. But according to the size of 
the commercial row, the commercial land use type is the dominant land use followed 
by offices. The least land use is the residential type. The same presentation method 
is also applied in the column of the type of activities practised in the open spaces. 
1. Type and Nationality of the users 
Types and nationality of users vary from one type of open spaces to another. 
Qabil Street and Al-Sharafeyyah Rock Garden are used mainly by men and non-Saudi 
families. The behaviour of the Saudi families in these open spaces reflected their 
discontent and apprehension. Even when they used these spaces they looked for the 
most protected spots. Non-Saudi families and ladies were observed in both sites 
enjoying their time. This really reflects the influence of the culture in the use of 
certain recreational open spaces. In contrast families, especially Saudis are found 
more in the large open spaces, like Corniche 1 and Corniche 2, wh~re they~ create 
Chapter 8 250 
their own protected territories or spaces. The situation is rather different in the Desert 
Garden where no families were observed. In addition to the dulness of the site, the 
repetition of the views and the lack of facilities, there are restrictions and impedance 
in manipulating the places. 
The children are the dominant users in both K.P.Gs and Al-Sharafeyyah Rock 
Garden. They also constituted a substantial number of the users of Al-Safa site. The 
reasons are clear; in the case of K.P.Gs and Al-Safa site, the children were attracted 
to the swings, the playground, the informal football field and the amusements. 
Moreover, children in these sites were observed alone or in the company of an older 
brother or sister (mainly teenagers). This indicates that children would be the main 
users of appropriate community open spaces. In contrast, the reason is rather 
depressing in the case of Al-Sharafeyyah Rock Garden, in which children used the 
isolated spots to hide and smoke. It is therefore essential to differentiate between the 
isolated and the protected spaces and how protected spaces can be created. 
2. Type of activities 
Although types of activities are dependant on the existing supply of facilities 
in the open spaces, they are also related more or less to the type of users. The ladies, 
adults and elders were usually inclined to passive recreation and liked to sit sipping 
tea, enjoying the views or watching their children. People indicated that they liked 
walking around which was clear from the results of the survey. Children and youths 
were inclined to active recreation such as playing on play equipment, running and 
playing football. This in fact supports the results of the survey, which had signified 
that the most required facilities were family open spaces, shaded and green open 
spaces, children's playgrounds and football fields. In Corniche 1 and Corniche 2, 
people practised different activities. That was due to their location along the sea. 
People were observed picnicking, barbecuing, fishing and paddling in sea water. 
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3. Time of Recreation 
In relation to the times and days for recreation, the observations were carried 
out at different times throughout the day and in different days. The number of people 
observed in the site was taken as an indication of the people's preference for that 
time. The results of the observation supports the findings of the survey. Most of the 
people observed using these open spaces were in late afternoon and evenings. The 
time of the commencement of most activities were after Asr prayers time (usually 
after 4:00PM). Youths and children were the first to arrive in the afternoon to Al-
Safa, K.P.Gs and Al-Sharafeyyah sites. Families were mainly observed in these sites 
in the evenings after the youths had vacated the sites. 
In Corniche there were no football pitches or youths playing football. Families 
were usually observed arriving in the early afternoons with their children. They were 
also noticed in the noon time on weekends barbecuing and picnicking. Visits to 
Corniche 2 were more likely in the late afternoons and evenings of the weekends than 
weekdays. Anyhow people were observed more at the weekends than at the weekdays 
in all sites. 
4. Type of facilities 
Type and amount of facilities differ from one site to another. With the 
exception of Qabil Street because it is privately operated, the provision of facilities 
is inconsistent, arbitrary and inefficient. For example in K.P.Gs, only one type of 
play equipment was provided, scores of swings, no other playing facilities. Picnic 
tables were provided, but they were not required, unused, neglected and in bad 
conditions, as exhibited also in the Desert Garden. Hundreds of benches were 
scattered in the Desert Garden and Al-Safa site, poorly maintained, unused and not 
needed. People were usually observed sitting on mats on the ground. None of the 
observed sites incorporated a formal football pitch which is highly required, while in 
Al-Safa site there were playing fields for tennis and basket ball, but they were also 
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in unsatisfactory conditions. In Corniche there was a considerable family use with 
ladies and children, yet there were not any essential facilities like toilets, potable 
water, shade or appropriate sitting places. The only site which had toilets was Al-
Sharafeyyah Rock Garden. 
In spite of the fact that most of the use was at night some important sites like 
Al-Safa, Desert Garden and Corniche 2 were poorly lit. The lights of the streets or 
roads provided reasonable lighting but that was at the fringes of the sites. The lighting 
facilities at Al-Safa and Desert Garden sites were poorly maintained and not working. 
In Al-Safa site the least used places were those of poor illumination and dense 
vegetation. 
In relation to praying facilities, mosques were very close to some sites, but 
away from others. Even in the places where there were mosques, people were noticed 
praying in the site individually. Though religiously people can pray in any clean 
place, it is highly recommended for men to pray in congregation. In addition most 
mosques do not provide praying facilities for ladies and children. Thus they cannot 
leave their families alone and go to the mosque. Appropriate and simple praying 
facilities should be provided. 
5. Maintenance level 
The level of maintenance is likely linked with the intensity of use and location 
of the open spaces. The most used open spaces were the highly maintained open 
spaces or vice versa. Nonetheless the maintenance level is also linked to the location 
of the open spaces. The two highly maintained open spaces, Qabil Street and Al-
Sharafeyyah Rock Garden, are located near or incorporated within markets or 
shopping facilities. In relation to Corniche and K.P.Gs, the maintenance level is 
medium. Both sites were kept thoroughly clean, but play equipment and picnic tables 
were broken or some of their parts were loose. This may exposes children to the 
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hazard of falling or injuring themselves. Moreover the play equipment was heavily 
used by children. This indicates a need for more and diverse playing facilities. 
In the other two open spaces where the use was very low, the maintenance 
level was also awfully low. These are the Desert Garden and Al-Safa Neighbourhood 
Garden. In Al-Safa site it is likely that the maintenance is affecting the use. A 
considerable number of families and children were observed in the site. But they 
mostly concentrated near the reasonably working play equipment in the western 
section. The unevenness of the land and the presence of the irrigation ditches hindered 
the users of these sites. 
6. Intensity of use 
Despite the lack of facilities and the poor maintenance, most sites indicated 
a reasonable use. With the exception of Comiche 1, the highly used open spaces were 
not in the category of the open spaces preferred by Saudi families. The size and the 
location of the sites affected considerably the intensity of use. As the location and size 
of the open space differ, so the maintenance level and the use differ as well. That was 
obvious in the case of the two highly maintained and highly used open spaces, Qabil 
Street and Al-Sharafeyyah Rock Garden. They both are less than 0.5 hectare each, 
located near commercial activities and highly used. In contrast, the Desert Garden and 
Al-Safa Neighbourhood Garden are both primarily located in or close to residential 
areas, their sizes are more than 2 hectares each, with low maintenance and paltry use. 
Nonetheless, the Desert Garden site is a small segment of a vast open space, but not 
exploited properly. 
Behavioral Aspects: 
At the end of this discussion, some behavioral aspects must be mentioned and 
emphasized. These aspects relate to the use by people of the public recreational open 
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spaces. They are inferred from the observation of these open spaces, discussed and 
mentioned through the analysis. These are the following: 
o People's adherence to their cars. 
o Creation of territories or protected spaces. 
o Overlooking of activities or views. 
o Preference to recreate as a family. 
o Families preference of large open spaces and parks. 
o Ladies, adults and old people like passive recreation. 
o Children enjoy playing in children's play areas. 
o The dislike of the Saudi families of the extremely open areas where· 
lady's privacy could be intruded on. 
o Children's play equipment and recreational open spaces inside 
communities are badly maintained. 
The discussions in this chapter and the previous chapter delineated the trends, 
desires and dislikes of the people. It also manifested how people used these open 
spaces and deduced design and behavioral points which may help in understanding 
and establishing points related to the design of future recreational open spaces. 
Nevertheless it is a complex relationship between the previous factors. Although man 
is the ultimate element in the recreation, there are other important elements which 
control his outdoor recreation. These are the time, the activity and the space. The 
next chapter will attempt to explore this relationship. With the findings of the 
previous chapters, it will attempt to establish how sensible guidelines for the planning 
and the design of these open spaces can be produced. 
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CHAPfER 9: TIME, ACTIVITY AND SPACE; A 
CONCEPfUAL RELATIONSIDP DIAGRAM 
Recreation consists of activities carried on within leisure in particular 
localities. Therefore, it is difficult to view recreation apart from activity, leisurel11, 
or apart from space. These are the main elements which form recreation. Recreation 
is performed and carried out by people, they are the ultimate component of the 
recreation, their satisfaction is the main purpose. People differ from one society to 
another, due to variation in their backgrounds and beliefs. Many elements associated 
with their perceptions also differ; including the main recreation elements. They vary . 
immensely from one society to another and between individuals within the same 
society. But there are common features which characterize the behaviour of that 
society. Through previous discussions common features related to the type of the 
activities, the spaces and the recreation time were identified and highlighted. In the 
light of these features it is essential to investigate the relationship between the main 
elements which form recreation. The main objective is to understand the nature of the 
problems in recreational service, in order to base proposals for future outdoor 
recreational opportunities and to improve the existing based on knowledge of current 
pattern of participation, preferred activities and population trends. 
I. THE DEFINITION OF THE TERMS 
The relationships between the above elements are intricate; the change in one 
of them may dramatically affects the rest. For example the change of type of 
activities between day and night and the shift from active youth recreation in the 
afternoon to passive families and children recreation in the evening. These are 
examples related to an acceptable phenomenon. Other changes may affect the use of 
the space, like the lack of shade in picnicking areas during the day. Other changes 
may control the use of the area, for example lighting for certain hours in the night. 
These main elements are supposed to work in harmony with each other in order to 
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achieve an acceptable relationship. To confine the discussion, it is essential to 
understand the meaning and the limitation of the terms of time, activity and space and 
only then discuss the extent of their relationship. 
A. The Leisure or Recreation Time 
One of the acceptable definitions for recreation is that it is simply those 
activities in which people participate during their leisure time. l2J Another approach 
links leisure to activity in that leisure is defined as time when leisurely activities are 
undertaken. l3J Thus leisure is time of special kind; but not all leisure is given over 
to recreation. l4l Leisure and recreation are highly correlated. Leisure or time 
devoted to recreation is highly individual related to the social status, the age group 
and the income. But generally it relates to working or studying hours of the person 
and to the amount of vacations. The basic family consists of several persons, a 
husband, a wife and children; they represent different age groups and different social 
status, thus different leisure time. 
Time in recreation can be used in three contexts. The first relates to the leisure 
time; the time devoted to or available for recreation, the free time of the individual 
when disciplines of work, sleep and other basic needs have been met. The second is 
the duration of the recreation, the time spent in recreation. This is related to the 
attitudes of the person and to the type of the activities practised, i.e specific or non-
specific activities. The third is the part of the day when recreational activities are 
performed i.e the preferred time when recreation is carried out. 
The results of the survey showed that almost 90% of the men were employed 
or self employed, while above 82% of the ladies were housewives. As discussed in 
chapter 7 the activities of the ladies were limited and their outdoor recreation 
movement is highly reliant on the man. Thus the preferred times for the recreation 
of the whole family are confined mainly to the afternoons and the evenings. There are 
apparently two reasons for this phenomena; the first is the working hours and the free 
time of the man. The other reason is the moderate weather in these times. 
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B. The Activities 
Recreation can be considered as activities in which people participate during 
their leisure. Recreation activities are those specific actions undertaken as part of 
recreation. Activities can be classified into two major types; formal and informal or 
specific and non-specific. Formal activities are mostly group activities and organized 
games. Informal activities are those characterized by their informality such as picnics, 
hikes, fishing and many others including individual or group activities. The type of 
place where these activities are performed can be used to characterize them, like 
indoor and outdoor activities. Outdoor recreational activities are valued for their 
formlessness, the absence of order and pressure. l51 
As illustrated in chapters 7 and 8, the Saudi family inclines mainly to passive 
recreation; these usually take the form of informal activities like sitting, picnicking, 
chatting, and watching views and the children playing around. These are mainly 
outdoor activities carried out in the adjacent recreational open spaces. The indoor 
activities are usually performed in the home like reading, watching television and 
video, and visiting relatives and neighbours. 
C. The Spaces 
Recreation activities should take place in a locality, a space. Spaces can vary 
from indoor to outdoor and from urban to natural or countryside. There are some 
activities which can take place either indoor or outdoor such as tennis, swimming, 
sitting and chatting. Activities and spaces are very strongly linked. The availability 
of recreational open spaces and facilities provided in them can control the type of 
activities. At the same time as the activities differ from indoor to outdoor and from 
specific to nonspecific, the spaces differ as well to accommodate such variation in 
activities. Urban parks, gardens or recreational open spaces in the city represent 
manifest functions, mainly to provide for leisure and recreational activities. Thus they 
are considered to be the main outdoor recreational facilities in Jeddah. The 
destruction of the adjacent natural areas through the development of quarries and the 
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dumping of waste has diminished their recreational role. On the other hand indoor 
recreational facilities are very minimal. There is serious lack of public indoor 
facilities, like museums, public libraries and community and sport centres. Both types 
of facilities should complement each other to provide an overall sensible network of 
recreational facilities. 
In Jeddah the relationship between indoor and outdoor recreation is peculiar. 
Culture and climate thrust the attention towards indoor activities and recreation. At 
the same time recreation facilities are misunderstood and confined mainly to outdoor 
recreation facilities. Nevertheless, the outdoor recreation facilities and services have 
failed to meet the needs of the people and to respond to their activities. 
ll. THE EXTENT OF THE RELATIONSHIP 
Recreation is not sought for itself, but for its product. The product of the 
recreation seems to be a mixture of attitude, activity and satisfying experiencel61, a 
positive feeling experienced by the participants. As Moslems, the notion that 
recreation is considered as a satisfying experience can be enticed from the Prophet's 
(PBUH) tradition and the acts of his followers. The Fourth Caliph Ali, one of the 
Prophet's companions, reflected the importance of recreation by asking the people to 
rest and recreate their hearts hour after hour. He indicated that 'if hearts become 
tired, they will become blinds and will not follow the right path. 'm Leisure and 
recreation have personal and social values much like work. For this reason, Islam 
encourages recreation to refresh the souls in order to continue to worship Allah in the 
right path. The three elements of recreation should have an ideal relationship to 
achieve the optimum satisfactory recreational experience. 
The main determinant in this relationship is the time element, the amount of 
the leisure time devoted to recreational activities. Although this can vary between 
different social and income groups, its role and importance emanate from the culture 
and particularly from religion. Another reason for its importance arises from the fact 
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that if people have no leisure time, they cannot practice recreational activity. One of 
the Moslem duties, as manifested in Chapter 2, is his responsibility regarding his 
time. He believes that he will be asked at the Day of Judgement about his time and 
what activities he practised during that time. The leisure time is very valuable and 
should be devoted to lawful activities. Torkildsen in his discussion about the 
recreation experience indicated that recreation is personal in which activities should 
be concerned with individual satisfaction.l81 In a Moslem culture, however, the 
activities should be bound to the religion, what are allowed or not allowed. 
In this discussion, time will be referred to in two separate entities i.e in two 
different contexts. The first one as the time devoted to recreation, the leisure time. 
This time should not be wasted; different recreational facilities and activities should 
be provided to accommodate this time. If one opportunity for an activity is not 
provided, people will do something else which may contradict with the religion or the 
society. If time is wasted or activities are not provided to accommodate such time, 
a sense of guilt may be developed which will affect the recreation product. Such a 
result is considered as a social problem, a waste of valuable time, a sense of guilt and 
a waste of satisfying experiences. The other possibility is the abundance of spaces and 
facilities for activities or their availability not corresponding to the culture and needs 
of the people. This can be considered as squandering of materialistic aspects, a 
physical problem. For example the huge open spaces of the Desert Garden and the 
Stadium Park and the providing of the benches and lights in them without appropriate 
use. The second context of the time is the time when recreational activities are 
performed. This will relatively affect the design of the spaces, such as the 
requirement for shading and lighting. 
The following diagram illustrates the three main elements as three overlapping 
circles or blocks (figure 9.1). In this diagram three main types of relationships are 
exemplified. The first illustrates an ideal relationship when the elements are related 
in accordance to each other. This relationship can shift to either acceptable or 
unacceptable relationship. The acceptable relationship represents lavishing open spaces 
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or facilities for activities. In fact there is wastage in spaces, activities or both, but the 
time element is fully occupied. If there is a waste in the time element, i.e shortage 
of spaces and activities then the relationship shifts to the unacceptable situation. The 
ideal relationship can be represented as the following equation: 
Acceptable 1ime + Acceptable Activity + Appropriate Space --> Ideal Recreation Situation. 
The ideal relationship seems to be difficult to achieve, due to variation in people's 
needs and backgrounds. Complete satisfaction by the whole society is rather difficult 
if not impossible to achieve. The other alternatives can occur with different degrees 
in which the situation can be judged as acceptable or not acceptable. 
The ideal relationship represents the elements as circles or blocks overlapping· 
each other perfectly, a congruence, which means that: 
o the availability of leisure time or free time which enables people to 
accomplish satisfying diversity of recreational activities, 
o the recreation pattern shows variety of activities that respond to all 
needs, and 
o appropriately designed spaces which accommodate these activities and 
respond to the culture of the people. 
The acceptable relationship represents them as circles or blocks partially 
overlapped. The time circle partially overlaps activity and space circles. As discussed 
earlier this produces an abundance of both or one of the other elements. Within this 
relationship an ideal situation is involved, but there are wastes in resources of 
activities and spaces. This means that: 
o the leisure time may be limited but is available, 
o variety of activities are available which may exceed time limits, and 
o abundance of spaces to accommodate these activities. 
This type of relationship virtual! y creates or shows profusion of activities and spaces. 
This is considered as a physical problem, a waste of facilities (to provide opportunity 
for activities) and spaces, waste of resources. Although this can be considered as 
squandering, but in a materialistic manner. 
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Acceptable Relationship 





Waste in time and activities 
(Social Problems) 
Figure (9.1): Diagram illustrating the relationship between time, activity and space. The main elements in recreation. 
The unacceptable relationship shows that the time circle is completely 
overlapping and exceeding the limits of the other circles or blocks. Time available for 
recreation is either more than what can be occupied by different activities or there is 
a shortage of activities and spaces in which this time cannot be occupied. This means 
that: 
o there is an appropriate leisure time or free time. The other case is that 
the leisure time is too long, 
o shortage of activities in which leisure time cannot be completely 
occupied, and 
o space provision (availability) is not to the needs of the people or their 
design does not respond to culture. These spaces also are not sufficient 
to accommodate the needed activities. 
The result of this relationship is an abundance of time and shortage of activities and 
spaces. This is considered as an unacceptable relation, manifesting physical and social 
problems; lack of activities and spaces and waste of time which people cannot fill by 
appropriate activities. 
From the preceding discussion, two important points can be deduced which 
should be considered when planning or designing and providing for recreational open 
spaces. The first is that leisure time should be occupied with appropriate and lawful 
activities. No waste of the valuable time should be encountered; the time should be 
used to accomplish different activities, indoor or outdoor. Thus both categories of the 
recreational and leisure facilities should complement each other and work together in 
order to achieve an acceptable level. 
The second point is the time of recreation when the leisurely activities are 
performed, which should affect the design of the area. For example, the preferred 
time for recreation is in the afternoons and the evenings. Thus a simple design factor 
such as shading elements in the open spaces should respond to this fact. Instead of 
using exclusively overhead shading elements, such as pergolas (figure 8.39B in Al-
Safa Neighbourhood Garden) or domelike concrete structures as in Comiche (figure 
9 .2) which cast shade away from the sitting areas, the side shading elements that 
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provide appropriate shade could be considered. This will help also in the screening 
and defining of the territories. The following is a discussion on the application of the 
previous diagram in regard to the existing situation of the recreational facilities. It 
also aims to clarify the nature of the problem and the approach to the solution. 
Figure (9.2): Domelike structures used in Corniche near Al-Anani Mosque. The cast shade is away 
from the sitting areas. 
Chapter 9 265 
ID. PROBLEMS OF THE CURRENT RECREATIONAL SERVICES 
If the existing situation of the recreation facilities is pondered in relation to the 
above diagram, it will indicate that the situation or the relationship is unacceptable. 
The leisure time is literally wasted in unacceptable activities. The problem of 
emptiness is rampant. The Arabic word Waqt Al-Faragh or Al-Faragh means the idle 
time or the emptiness. In fact it is a leisure time that is spent in no or in unacceptable 
activities (like loitering in markets). If this time is used wisely, then it can be called 
as Tarfih or Tarwih which means leisure time or recreation in which the satisfying 
experience has been achieved. The issues of emptiness and wasting the leisure time 
in unacceptable activities is explicitly recognized. The following are some quotations· 
from local newspapers and magazines which indicate the main issues. 
''Youths on pavements: the heat, the emptiness, the nights are behind 
the searchfor the pavements. "[9] 
"In the Muntazah (Cafe): A widespread crime called 'killing the 
time' '1(101 
"Youths loitering in markets; one of the loiters said 'we walk around 
in the commercial centres to recreate ourselves. The emptiness time 
(the leisure time) is too long,· being here is natural' '1(111 
"About youths and emptiness: The sword of the time is cutting the 
necks of the days. "£121 
"Some girls or ladies suffer from loneliness, emptiness and forlornness. 
Nobody knows how their bitterness except Allah. They are prisoners of 
four walls, sitting and awaiting ... , there are no other opponunitiesfor 
recreation except sleeping for long hours, watching the television, 
chatting or prattling on telephones and visiting relatives and 
neighbours. '1(131 
In discussing these issues, most of those suffering from these problems 
indicated that the leisure time is too long and there were no appropriate opportunities 
for recreation. Most of the above articles addressed unacceptable recreational 
behaviour like loitering in markets, playing cards on pavements and squandering time 
in watching inappropriate television and video programmes. It is an indication that 
there is a lack of appropriate facilities. In fact it is another indication that the people 
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have a latent potential to utilize their time in any activity. Hence it is essential to 
utilize this time in accordance with the culture, what the society accepts or refuses. 
People cannot be blamed for wasting their valuable time when there are no 
alternatives. A sensible approach to understand and provide for the required facilities 
is needed. Wasting the time is a big issue related to the availability of the activities 
and spaces (recreational facilities). 
A. The Indoor Recreational Facilities 
Culture and environment, climate in particular, restrict the use of outdoor· 
recreation spaces. This obvious! y suggests a move towards the indoor spaces and 
activities. But a closer investigation of the indoor recreational facilities or activities 
indicates that they are very limited. Moreover the provided facilities are directed 
toward one specific group in the society. In Saudi Arabia there are three main 
governmental bodies responsible of providing recreational services to the public either 
indoor or outdoor. In addition there are other secondary and private providers. There 
is no central authority which caters for recreational services only. Most of the 
responsibilities to provide facilities and services are fragmented between different 
governmental agencies. The following is a brief description of main providers: 
1. Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources; National Parks Department 
(NPD): 
Their responsibilities are to build, manage and maintain national parks outside 
city limits. Meanwhile there is only one operative national park, Asir National 
Park, located in Southwest Saudi Arabia. Asir National Park is located about 
600 kilometre away from Jeddah. There are plans to establish other parks 
outside Riyadh and Al-Hasa and a marine park in Jeddah. Nonetheless there 
is no specific and clear role or influence of these parks on the recreation 
pattern of the people in Jeddah. 
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2. The General Presidency of Youth Welfare (GPYW): 
GPYW provides recreational activities and facilities throughout Saudi Arabia. 
It provides cultural, sports and social recreational activities. It is also 
responsible for providing major sport facilities and stadiums. U41 Although 
this agency is the only organized recreational agency in Saudi Arabia, it serves 
the needs of the male population with very limited access to the female 
population.U51 Some of the facilities provided by GPYW are the Sports 
Stadium of J eddah and King Fahad Coastal City. The latter includes 
swimming pools, gyms and other recreational facilities. There is an entrance 
fee to use this facility. Moreover these facilities are directed towards 
organized activities and sports for competitions, like tournaments, camps and· 
scouts activities. This also limits their use by the public. 
3. The Municipality: 
Part of the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs (MOMRA). Their prime 
concern is planning and housing codes. One of their functions is the 
establishment and management of urban parks, public open spaces and 
recreational areas. U6l The municipality is the principal provider of the 
outdoor recreational facilities in all cities in Saudi Arabia. It provides 
recreational services within the city limits. It has a feeble system for choosing 
sites for providing recreational services, and lacks a stable planning process 
for recreational services in the city. It may provide playgrounds for children, 
public gardens in neighbourhoods and recreational sites. Usually there are no 
standards on building such facilities, no assessment of the need for that service 
and no regular evaluation of the site. U?J The municipality also direct private 
sector investment by issuing permits for establishing and management of 
Family Oriented Parks and Amusements. 
4. Other Providers: 
Other recreational facilities are distributed among different agencies which 
provide limited facilities for their employees, like Petromin and Saudi 
Airlines. The ministry of Education provides public services such as Public 
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Libraries and Museums. In Jeddah there is only one main museum located 
near Khozam Palace, closed for the time being. Other small museums are 
provided by the Seaport and the Municipality. They have limited working 
hours and are unknown to the public as a public service. 
Most of these facilities suffer from lack of planning and assessment in order 
to respond to the users needs and requirements. They open only during the working 
hours of the day and close when they are most needed during the rest of the day. A 
fine example is the public libraries services. In Jeddah there is only one public library 
to serve a population above 1 million. In this public library there are 21,000 Arabic 
titles and 7,000 English titles. In contrast Taif' s library contains about 30,000 titles· 
(about 50,000 books), 6,000 English books and 2,000 Children books. usJ The 
comparison here is between the population of both cities and the number of books in 
each library. Though Taif population is about 300,000 inhabitants, the number of 
books in its library are more than those in Jeddah's library. In addition the public 
library in J eddah suffers from a lack of staff and financial resources. The figures of 
1986 A.D about Jeddah library indicated that there were six staff working only one 
period as the official working hours, i.e from the morning to the early afternoon. The 
number of visitors to the library in that year was about 100 readers weekly, most of 
them students from schools and the university. £191 
In old Jeddah, there were several libraries. Though they were privately owned, 
most of them were open to the public like Nasifs library. Some of these libraries 
were eventually endowed to Al-Falah School for the benefit of the public.£2°1 The 
importance of such a facility is not only in recreation but also in terms of the 
education of the people. Al-Ansari indicated this importance when he criticized the 
lack of such facility in new Jeddah; he said: 
~~Firstly: The existence of prosperous libraries is an indicator to the 
spread of the education in the society. If there are nothing, then this 
is an evidence of the depletion of the country from the intellectuals. It 
is a truthful and precise criterion which give us how was Juddah 
before and now, in terms of education and awareness. Secondly: until 
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now there is not any public library in Jeddah, though it is a wide city 
and there is a lot of educational houses ... "1211 
The other side of this problem is that most of the facilities discussed earlier 
appertain to male youths. Family recreational facilities are very limited. As a matter 
of fact most of the activities provided are mainly dedicated to male youths, especially 
the sports and the cultural services. The lack of planning for recreational services for 
families, especially for ladies is apparent in the services of the two main providers 
of recreational facilities (GPYW and the Municipality) as the following quotation 
indicates. 
"The principle of the male preference is not only apparent at homes 
but is found also and sensed in the activities and concerns of GPYW. 
Its efforts and activities are limited to the youth male excluding 
females. Though the needs of the females for the GPYW attentions are 
urgent and necessary. We can also notice the negligence toward the 
females from the Ministry of Planning and the Municipalities. They 
have not thought about the planning or design public parks or gardens 
for ladies. This negligence is also noticeable in the Exhibitions of the 
International Books. The share of the ladies of the exhibition days is 
only 1 15th of the men's share "£221 
In conclusion there is inconsistency in providing a balanced recreational 
service of indoor and outdoor. This has caused a pressure on the outdoor recreational 
facilities. In addition it produced a lack of recreational facilities which resulted in 
wasting leisure time in unacceptable activities. Regarding the overall recreational 
services and facilities, there are several important points that can be considered as 
problems which need more attention. Firstly is the fragmentation of responsibilities 
of viable services between different agencies. This has resulted in the second point 
which is the lack of overall management. Each agency provides and manages its own 
services according to its goals, plans, budgets and concerns. Moreover these services 
are not geared to the need and the requirement of the population. The third point is 
that each agency focuses and concentrates on one or two main projects and presents 
them as outstanding achievements, like King Fahad Coastal City, Corniche and the 
Public Library. Though some of these facilities were actually built according to the 
highest standards, they were very limited and lack good management to introduce and 
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attract the public to such facilities. Smaller and well distributed projects throughout 
the city may prove more accessible and efficient. 
B. The Outdoor Recreational Facilities 
The recreational open spaces are the most recognized recreational facilities, 
by both the public and the officials. Despite the need of the public and the role of 
such facilities there was no careful planning or design. Most of the recreational open 
spaces do not provide the basic needs for their users, most often fail to attract them. 
Other aspects of the earlier diagram relate to the compatibility between the time of 
the recreation, type of activities and the design of the open spaces. Nevertheless if we 
evaluate these facilities in relation to the previous diagram, a clear incompatibility 
between the previous elements can be identified. The evidence is immense and can 
be observed all over the city such as: 
o Gardens and open spaces often abandoned, neglected and become an 
eyesore (figure 9.3). 
o Families picnicking on road sides while areas of picnic tables and seats 
were not used (see figure 8.16). 
o Children and youths playing football in parking lots, streets and vacant 
areas (figure 9.4). 
Incompatibility between time, activities and spaces is apparent in all levels of 
the recreational open spaces. It is a contradiction, a conflict between what is needed 
and what is supplied. In the following a few examples will be discussed in an attempt 
to elucidate the discrepancies between the different elements. Comiche is the most 
used recreational open space in Jeddah, thus most of the examples will relate to it. 
1. Design Aspects 
The time of the recreation and type of the activities are very important factors 
that should affect the design of the recreational open spaces. Both are determined by 
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Figure (9.3): Part of a community garden in Al-Hamra Neighbourhood near General Board of Civil 
Services. It illustrates the extent of the negligence. 
Figure (9.4): A group of children playing football under a trellis. The area is originally a 
passageway and sitting area. 
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and dependant on the culture and the environment. Picnicking, sitting and watching 
views are very common activities between families during their recreation. Camping 
is also noticed during vacations by people from outside Jeddah. There are no facilities 
for such activities, people are usually noticed utilizing different areas not intended for 
these activities. Family recreational areas along Comiche are open, undefined and 
scattered. The factors of the time of the recreation and the activities have not been 
taken into consideration. 
As manifested in Chapter 7, above 50% of the sample preferred the afternoon 
time for their recreation. This time is critical in the Comiche which faces west 
towards the sea. People usually sit facing the sea which make them susceptible to the· 
low angle rays of the sun. At the same time people usually sit and do not practice 
other active activities which may make them less susceptible to the glare. However 
there are no shading elements and no facilities which may help the people to create 
their own shade. The result is that people are forced to use any means available to 
satisfy this need. Figures 9.5, 9. 6 and 9. 7 show how people manipulate any structures 
in the site to help them create their own shade and privacy. Even children's play 
equipment have been utilized to achieve this aim. 
The design of most of the recreational open spaces do not respond to the time 
of the recreation nor to the activities needed. Often there are discrepancies between 
the design of the open spaces and the activities practised in them. These discrepancies 
range from total differences to partial differences. 
c Total differences can be defined as activities that are practised in a 
totally different setting than the required, using an area or a space 
designed for other purposes as a recreational area. Figures 9. 8 and 9. 9 
set examples within Comiche; the people used the area between the 
roads (the road islands) for picnicking. The seclusion and the dense 
plantation of these areas made them ideal places for the family and the 
group picnics where shade and privacy can be achieved. Figure 9.10 
sets an example within K. P. Gs. A group of youths playing football in 
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a parking lot, a typical scene in Jeddah. The openness and the flat 
surface made it an ideal place for such activity. 
o The partial difference can be stated as using an area designed for 
specific recreational activities for other incompatible recreational 
activities. Figure 9.4 represents a group of children playing football 
under a trellis which is supposed to be for sitting and pedestrian 
passway in Al-Sharafeyyah Rock Garden. The other example in figure 
9.11 represents part of the Old Al-Hamra (the Open Museum). The 
lower and the right parts of the picture represents people playing 
football, flying kites and a child sliding on the slope around the 
sculpture; an area designed to exhibit artwork used for different 
purposes. The above examples represent certain needs for certain type 
of recreational spaces and facilities. This need can be considered as a 
cornerstone in understanding why most recreational open spaces, 
especially the Community Gardens failed in their purposes. 
~~~---·-·-:_:- __ ,- __ _ 
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Figure (9.5): Use of children play equipment to create shade and privacy in Corniche. 
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Figure (9.6): 
Figure (9. 7): 
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A family used children's play equipment for shade and support to sit. 
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A family used the secluded, shaded and planted island of the road for picnic. The car 
parked in the middle of the road. 
A group of male youths used the middle island of Corniche road to sit. Compare with 
figure 9.7. 
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Figure (9.10): A group of youths playing football in a parking lot in K.P.Gs. A common scene in 
Jeddah. 
Figure (9.11): Part of Museum of Sculptures in Old Al-Hamra. lllustrates people playing football, 
flying kites and using the slopes as slides. Part of the spotlights appears at lower left of the picture. 
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2. Aspects of Plantations and Community Gardens 
Plants are very important elements in the design of urban parks and gardens. 
They have a significant role in changing the microclimate, shading, creating soothing 
effects especial! y in arid areas and also provide a sense of nature in the city. They 
should not be used only to create beautiful and geometrical patterns, instead they can 
be used to create spaces and define territories for people to enjoy. They should attract 
visitors not distract them as shown in chapter 7. The planting of Corniche is in fact 
peculiar. Trees and shrubs are heavily planted on sides and islands of the roads, 
leaving the picnic and activity areas without appropriate shade. This has resulted in 
people picnicking at road sides as seen in figure 8.16 and between the plants inside· 
the islands of the roads (figures 9.8 and 9.9). People are obviously seeking two 
important elements that should be considered in designing recreational open spaces, 
these are shade and privacy. 
The basic design concept in most community gardens and urban parks is a 
geometrical pattern of trees and shrubs. Benches and lighting posts are distributed in 
the garden following the same rigid patterns without any thought to their function. 
The result is a loss of both openness and seclusion. Families cannot feel the intimacy 
of the seclusion in which their privacy is difficult to intrude in, nor does the area 
provide the openness and the facility for other users such as the children to play a 
basic activity like football. Moreover the movement and sitting of the users are 
hampered by ditches and uneven surfaces. 
3. Beautification and Recreation 
Another issue which is linked to recreation is the confusion and dichotomy 
between beautification and recreation. Jeddah was the first city in the kingdom to 
apply a beautification programme. Hundreds of sculptures are distributed throughout 
the city and along the Corniche. The word Corniche, adorned with sculpturesque 
elements has become synonymous with beautification. All types of sculptures, art 
objects and curiosities beautify J eddah Corniche. £231 
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The open museum of sculpture in Old Al-Hamra is a typical example. One of 
the aims of the museum is to develop the artistic sense of the public. A collection of 
art sculptures are placed throughout the area, illuminated by large unattractive and 
exposed spotlights which cause glare to the viewers and thus inhibit good viewing. 
Moreover, there is no indication of what these sculptures mean and how they are 
related to the people's culture or even some details of the designer and his other 
works. Actual use of the 
area shows people sitting 
underneath these sculptures 
or beside them seeking 
shade or using them for 
play and climbing (figures 
9.11 and 9.12). In a column 
in Okaz newspaper[241 a 
writer discussed problems in 
the new Comiche of the 
Eastern Province of Saudi 
Arabia. At the end of his 
column he asked the 
authorities to add more 
beautification sculptures 
along the Comiche. He also 
criticized the users of the 
Comiche by saying: 
Figure (9.12): Illustrates a group of youths playing football and 
sitting in the shade of a sculpture in the middle of 
a parking space in Old Al-Hamra. 
ult is regrettable that some personal practices from the users indicate 
lack of awareness to the importance of this project. There are those 
who drive their cars on the pavements, those who do not care for 
cleaning the area and those who destroy the seats provided along the 
Comiche. It is essential to aware the public of the importance of 
maintaining such achievement. If the awareness campaigns could not 
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succeed, new laws and fines should be drawn up to protect these 
facilities. " 
The reasons for destroying seats, especially in Jeddah's Corniche, has been 
discussed in chapter 5. But in general if a facility is serving the public well, the 
public will maintain it. If however, this facility or its design ignores the needs of the 
users and their culture, the users will neglect it. An example of how people can 
maintain an area is manifested by the youths in maintaining the football pitches. 
These facilities were not usually provided by the municipality. The need forced the 
youths to level, clean and maintain these areas. At least these facilities satisfied some 
of their needs. 
In the planning and designing of such facilities, authorities should deal with 
them as any other consumer product. Since Jeddah's Corniche was built in stages and 
before the Corniche of the Eastern Province, people should have been asked what 
they thought about it, what they liked and disliked. The process should be to research 
and monitor what had been designed, implement any new findings and then evaluate 
again. The planners and officials should design with the people, not for them. 
Planners must recognize that the planning process must take account of people's 
perceptions as well as 'objective' facts, and that these two things may well 
conflict. £25J Hence a beautiful site may not necessarily be a very convenient one for 
recreation. 
IV. NATURE OF THE PROBLEM 
This section aims to discuss the nature of the problems in the recreational open 
spaces. It is unwise to confine the discussion only within the recreational open spaces 
and it is essential to comprehend that the recreation problem is a result of collective 
mistakes endured in the planning and designing of the modern urban environment. 
Exploring the problem should start from the basic unit in the urban environment, then 
gradually build up. From the spaces within the residential unit, to the street and the 
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local recreational open spaces and finally to the major recreational open spaces in and 
outside the city. 
Apart from the physical needs and the desires of the users such as the need for 
adequate recreational open spaces, shade, toilets and other facilities, the basis of 
planning and design of the recreational open spaces in Saudi culture is really the need 
for identifiable semi-public or private domains and territories for the family. This 
important cultural and social need is usually forgotten. It should be met within the 
context of an urban environment dedicated entirely to reassure the public domain. The 
problem of modem urban planning in Jeddah is its reliance on alien planning 
standards and concepts. These were based on maximizing movement and accessibility, · 
needs of a different culture and lifestyle. l261 
Furthermore the modern zoning regulations and building codes applied not 
only in Jeddah but also in most contemporary Arab-Muslim Cities are regarded as 
"artificial" and "technical" and therefore devoid of any cultural connotations. l27J 
The traditional Moslem environment controlled the mobility, thus limited the 
movement, controlled behaviour and created hierarchial domains of privacy. The 
winding and cui-de-sac streets satisfy some cultural and environmental needs, such 
as security, privacy and shade. The modern western planning concepts and standards, 
which had been widely applied in Jeddah, maximized movement and accessibility; 
thus destroying the privacy (a major cultural need) and adding to the severity of an 
already harsh environment. "Traditionally the right of the individual to privacy 
extended even to the siting of doorways- not opposite each other, not at intersection, 
but allowed at dead end. Contemporary high rise flats in urban Saudi Arabia break 
most of the established rules of Islamic urban design, allowing little if any privacy 
between units within the tower blocks, and removing all privacy from the existing 
units below. u(2SJ The following are two examples aimed to elucidate this argument. 
They are two main concepts which affect the urban environment and have great 
influence on recreation. The first is the new neighbourhood and the villa concept. The 
second is design concepts applied in the Comiche, a major recreational open space 
in Jeddah. 
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A. The Neighbourhood and the Villa 
The concept of the new neighbourhoods and the grid-iron plan created utterly 
contrasted territories, extreme public and extreme private spaces. The progressive 
elimination of semi-public spaces was the most significant change. [291 The 
traditional spatial hierarchy of open spaces have been diminished. In the traditional 
Moslem environment the hierarchy of the open spaces was distinct and clear, figure 
9.13. This is because the hierarchy was based on the domain requirements, not on the 
size or percentage requirements. The hierarchy of the open spaces is really felt during 
the change of domains, the movement from the market or Suq and mosque (public) 
through the common spaces (semi-public, semi-private) to the house (private). This 
type of hierarchy in old Jeddah was felt, sensed and interacted with by the people 
who lived in that environment as has been shown in chapter 3. 
\ 







Figure (9.13): Diagram of house-settlement system in Moslem town. It illustrates the various 
domains and the movement from public to private domain. (Source: A. Rapoport, House Form ... , 
p.73) 
In contrast the hierarchy in the modern urban environment is based on size 
requirements, on geometric schemes superimposed on a large section of the urban 
fabric (figures 9.14 and 9.15). This not only neglects the essential functions of the 
city as a whole, but often fails to provide adequate compensation in the form of open 
spaces, public parks and playgrounds.POJ People needs are only answered to by 
quantifiable aspects, how many square meters per person? In order to fulfil 
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requirements for percentages and sizes different odd shaped plots of land are assigned 
as gardens and urban parks. Their location in most cases follows the geometric 
scheme of the basic example of the land subdivision, (figure 9.15) bounded and 
isolated by vehicular streets or incompatible activities such as shops. Obviously this 
resulted in fragmented plots of land distributed throughout the neighbourhood and 
known as Community Gardens. The easy access to the whole community and the 
undefined territories of these gardens resulted in a conflict between the users of the 
gardens and the adjacent villas in which the occupiers of the villas considered their 
privacy in danger from the users. £3lJ One may argue that they are public services 
which have to be open for all. However their openness should be more controlled. 
The hierarchy of the open spaces should reflect the degree of the openness, not only 
controlling the sizes. In addition the accessibility of the neighbourhoods should be 
controlled. There should be more larger public open spaces which serve several 
neighbourhoods or the whole city. As the open spaces become smaller, accessibility 
from outside the neighbourhood and their openness should become less public. 
Figure (9.14): Part of Jeddah map illustrates the geometric schemes ofland subdivisions in the north. 
(So~rce: Farsi Z., Jeddah A-Z, p.7 of The Sectional Maps) 
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· EXAMPLE OF LAND 
SUBDIVISION 
1. Primary Centre 
2. Secondary Centre 
Figure (9.15): An example of land subdivision as shown in the planning standards. Identical layouts had been applied in the city (see figure 9.14). (Source: STI, Working 
Paper ... , n.p) 
Within the new neighbourhood layouts, the villa is the basic residential unit. 
The planning regulations impose set-backs from the four directions of the villa in 
order to meet concerns for access, ventilation and fire spread. This virtually creates 
zones or spaces around box-like structures that are supposed to function like the front 
and back gardens in other cultures. The domains of these spaces are indistinct or 
vague. They are within the boundaries of the private domain but cannot be used by 
the family freely because of the problem of overlooking between neighbours. They 
require additional means in order to achieve full privacy. 
In defining these spaces, for example in the western culture, people used small 
wooden fences, hedges or just paths in order to indicate their territories. This may-
aim to create continuous views through fields, meadows or other open spaces. In 
contrast, this space in Saudi culture is defined by a high wall in order to achieve the 
required level of privacy from the street sides and neighbours. Moreover, most people 
add long corrugated iron sheets on top of the boundary walls to overcome the 
problem of overlooking between neighbours£321 (figures 9.16 and 9.17). In fact this 
kills the sense of openness and 
creates useless neglected 
spaces inconvenient for family 
use because full privacy still 
cannot be achieved in most 
cases. Restrictions are imposed 
on the movement of the 
family. A valuable space that 
could help in family recreation 
has been wasted. Figure (9.16): Illustrating the use of the corrugated sheets over 
the perimeter wall between neighbours (Source: 
(Adapted from) Al-Hathloul S., Tradition. 
Continuity ... , p.215). 
Furthermore the grid-iron layouts of the neighbourhoods produce wasteful 
layouts of inferior pedestrian environment. Such layouts are quite dangerous in traffic 
terms. The hierarchy of the streets is dealt with as a quantifiable aspect, as a change 
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in the street widths from major roads, tertiary roads to local access roads without any 
restriction for movement or access. Streets are used mainly to increase accessibility 
and movement, figure 9.19. The role of the street has been changed from small 
intimate alleyway, used by children for play, to wide antagonist road used to 
accommodate a new necessity, the car. An important element of social and cultural 
life in the society has thus been significantly altered. The street no longer enhances 
the interaction among neighbours living along it and people venture outside only for 
need rather than pleasure. l331 The community or the neighbourhood is disintegrated 
to small blocks of buildings encompassed by streets from all direction and accessible 
to everyone. In turn the 
identity of the neighbourhood 
1s lost. What makes a 
community is the feeling of the 
inhabitants that the community 
belongs to them and their 
ability to define and defend 
it. l341 Any strangers or 
passers by will be recognized 
immediately as experienced in 
the traditional environment. 
Figure (9.17): Illustrates the use of the corrugated sheets from 
inside the house. (Source: (Adapted from) Al-Olet A., Cultural 
Issues ... , p.221) 
To relief the situation a traffic management scheme involving closure of 
certain roads was suggested to control and discourage the traffic in the 
neighbourhoods, figure 9.18.l351 The solution was applied in parts of Al-Nuzlah Al-
Sharqeyyah; certain streets were closed by connecting the sidewalks or the curbs at 
the top of the street. The rest of the street was left without any further development. 
The main result was to transform the blocked streets to ideal parking spaces. This 
reflects the lack of the commitment and the will to pursue and develop the initial 
recommendations to create more human habitable spaces. The solution was 
implemented rather to control through traffic. That was a sensible move in itself since 
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the vehicular traffic danger is well known. But an applicable solution should convert 
the residential streets into more creative resident-oriented environments, figure 9.19. 
Studies and examples of developing pedestrian systems and resident-oriented 
environments are many and diverse and applied in different countries. £361 A genuine 
research is needed to find alternatives to suit the Saudi culture and environment. 
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Figure (9.18): Illustrates the existing subdivision with grid-iron layout and the proposed 
improvements. (Source: sn, Revision and Updating ... , p.219) 
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~~~tJt~~{tf(}tQfK.t.t.t.\ .  t.r _J ..· 
'The Undefined The Whole Familv r-[~J... 
~ 
Domains J Recreation includfng lllillf,.. 
1 Ladies 
"' # ~ ---~a: and[ Rcaeation --+-
1 I 
-T• ·t- .,. 
Private Semi-public Public 
or 
Semi-private 
Figure (9.19): illustrative plans and sections showing the differences in the type, the domain and the recreational use of the immediate open spaces to the house. The 
comparison is between traditional and modem settlement. 
B. The Corniche 
Corniche has been dealt with throughout this research. The discussion here is 
meant to highlight some design concepts related to the previous argument. The design 
of the Comiche reflects merely a separated dual carriageway, a high speed road. It 
manifests as vehicular movement priority and motorists recreation, a maze of roads 
(see figures 9.20 and 3.8). Though the Comiche is designed to provide places for 
family excursions, the 
family sitting and 
recreation places are 
presumed to be at some 
left over sandy beaches 
and some raised 
platforms overlooking 
the sea (see figure 
9.21). The left side of 
the picture illustrates 
the raised platforms in 
finger-like areas beside 
the road and the sandy 
beach. The design of 
these places reflects 
openness and shows 
them to be in the public 
domain. Families in a 
conservative society 
which crave privacy are 
obliged to utilize these 
areas. 
Figure (9.20): Maze of roads and geometrical shapes in Corniche. Notice 
people sitting on sidewalks. (Source: Al-Fakahani H., 
Jeddah: The Bride ... , p.432) 
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Figure (9.21): Illustrates some of the raised platforms and the sandy beach. Geometric shapes 
predominate the function. (Source: Al-Fakahani H., Jeddah: The Bride ... , p.424) 
People have no alternative except to seek the best places in which they can 
manipulate whatever elements or artefacts available to obtain privacy and protection. 
Thus as observed earlier in Corniche people parked their cars along the road sides 
and utilized the sidewalks for their sitting and activities (figure 9. 7, other examples 
are in figures 8.15 and 8.16). Evaluation of the sitting and family places indicates that 
they were not designed to respond to the basic needs of the users. The design of both 
areas , the beach and the raised platforms, expose the users to the sun and the passers 
by. In both cases the users have to sit in the middle of an extremely public space or 
beside movement places without any means to modify the place. In addition to the 
inconvenience experienced by the users a conflict between recreation purposes and 
circulation purposes has been created. 
Another indication of the lack of integration between the design of the 
Comiche and the culture of the people is manifested in Comiche segment No. 1 of 
the obse~ation sites. The children's play area and the sandy beach are bounded on 
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the east and the west by two huge car parking lots. The existence of these lots means 
that people have to park their cars and they go to the beach or other facilities 
provided, i.e swimming, sun bathing or to sit in public. Swimming is not permitted 
in Comiche for safety reasons; sun bathing is not a common activity and people fmd 
it difficult to sit in a place that can expose them to the public. Such design is 
supposed to serve people who can leave their cars and reveal themselves in public. 
Unfortunately this design concept is applied throughout the Comiche and especially 
in the segment between Old Al-Hamra and Al-Balad (City Centre). 
In the case of the Saudi culture, people have a different meaning for privacy 
in that ladies should not be seen in public without hejab (veiled). Hence most people 
during recreation try to stick to their cars and manipulate them to create semi-private 
or protected spaces and use them as a shading element. Therefore, people use only 
the edges of the car parking areas and the sides of the roads in which protected spaces 
can be created by using the car. Even though there was an excess of parking spaces, 
people entered the sandy area and the children's play areas by breaking through the 
pavements to park on the beach and sit close to their cars. Moreover they utilized the 
existing street furniture such as play equipment to create shade and privacy. 
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CHAPTER 10: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
The purpose of this chapter is to summarize the major findings of the research 
and their implications. It will also include a discussion of the approach to solve the 
problems of the recreational open spaces. As outlined in the first chapter, this 
research aims to investigate the leisure and recreation pattern of the Saudi society in 
Jeddah and their relationship to the use of the recreational open spaces. The research 
also includes a study of some of these open spaces. Some conclusions related to the 
planning, design and function of these open spaces are drawn at the end of each 
chapter. 
I. SUMMARY 
The first chapters of the thesis (Chapters 2, 3, 4, and 5) examined the factors 
that affect leisure and recreation and studied the development of the recreational 
opportunities, services and facilities. As a result, culture and religion are shown to 
have a great influence on the recreation pattern, the urban form and how people 
utilize the available recreation resources. They define the degree and the type of the 
privacy, particularly for ladies. Moreover they control the type of activities and the 
time of recreation. 
The growth in recreational facilities and services and their relationship to the 
urban environment and the social life have been discussed during three periods in the 
history of Jeddah. In summary, several points can be deduced from those discussions. 
In the Traditional Environment, the effects of culture, religion and climate were clear 
in the compact urban form and the strong social ties. Due to climate control, most 
recreation activities were performed in the afternoon and the early evening. The need 
and degree of privacy for ladies restricted their use of the adjacent opportunities. 
Families and ladies usually recreate within the home and in adjacent natural areas 
outside the city limits. These areas were very close which allowed them to go in 
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groups outside the city wall. They benefited from the easy reach of these areas. Men 
and children also benefited from the adjacent open spaces such as the streets and the 
squares within the city limit. At the same time, they enjoyed the use of the natural 
areas, the coast and the islands. 
In the Transitional Period, the changes in the urban environment and the social 
life affected the recreational pattern. After the unification of the Kingdom, security 
and stabilization of the society improved considerably. The city wall was demolished. 
In turn, people began settling around J eddah and urban growth started. The nuclear 
family concept expanded which weakened the social structure as families started to 
move out of the old city. With the introduction of the car, the streets' and squares' 
role changed. This in turn reduced their function as nearby recreational resources. 
Also the new growth diminished the role of the open natural areas as a main 
recreation resource. Ladies were confined to the home as the main recreational place 
for them. This had a considerable effect, particularly in a nuclear family, where there 
were no relatives in the same house to socialize with. Venturing out for recreation 
meant a whole family outing and dependence on the man. With the increase in the 
city water supply, new types of recreational open spaces were instigated. These 
commonly known as gardens and squares were planted with irrigated trees to beautify 
the city and serve as recreational open spaces. These were mainly used by men and 
children at the weekends. 
Jeddah from 1970 A.D and onward is described as the Modem Environment. 
This period started after the first master plan studies for the city. During this period 
the city has experienced massive population and urban growth. The nuclear family 
has became the dominant type of family structure. This coupled with an increase in 
the number of immigrants, has resulted in an increase in the demand for housing. In 
turn, the social structure has been weakened further by the splitting of the extended 
family and the newcomers. Furthermore, wide and antagonistic streets predominate 
the urban environment. New and alien concepts in planning and design have been 
applied. These, however, have improved the facilities and services in the developed 
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areas, but are lacking the social and cultural connotations. One has the feeling of 
being in an unauthentic milieu derived from an alien culture. 
In addition, the extent of the development has wiped out basic recreation 
resources such as the coast, the islands and the natural areas. These areas were 
naturally extensive and helped people to locate themselves away from each other, thus 
satisfying a major cultural need by achieving the required privacy. A new alien 
concept along the beach, the Corniche, has resulted in a wide road which provides 
family sitting areas along the sides, but actually detracts from the recreational 
opportunities of the beach and sea. The wide road and the easy access, obviously 
attracts more people. People are overcrowded, especially in peak recreation periods, 
when the carrying capacity of the area is exceeded. One of the basic needs of the 
people is disregarded, the privacy, by either overcrowding, or exposing them to the 
public along the road. 
The community gardens as the main recreational open spaces at the 
neighbourhood level continued to dominate during this period. They were 
commissioned without any user studies to learn how they might satisfy the peoples 
aspirations. In older areas, these gardens are mostly a result of a policy to control 
vacant land intrusions by planting them. In newly developed areas, these form part 
of the community centre, a new concept which comprises a public garden or a park. 
Nonetheless, as manifested in the results of the questionnaire, refer to Table 7.2, one 
of the highest demands is for 'Green and Shaded Areas', surpassed only by the needs 
for 'New Open Spaces Designed for Families' and 'Children Playgrounds.' Most of 
the major recreational open spaces are difficult to reach, especially by ladies and 
children. Moreover, they have no advantages for them, usually lacking privacy. At 
the same time, there is a serious lack of management and maintenance, especially for 
the community gardens. Accordingly the result is unattractive and neglected open 
spaces in the centre of the community. This reflects the failure of modern planning 
to provide the basic recreational needs and facilities for the community. 
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In conclusion, the Saudi family inclines to simple, more convenient, and less 
expensive forms of recreation. This is due to the effect of religion, culture and 
climate. These types of recreation usually have no vigourous activities, mostly 
picnicking and sitting, as ladies cannot practice such activities in public and the hot 
climate reduces the inclination to practice energetic activities. Children and youths 
play and perform informal outdoor games. One important factor which may strongly 
affect this is the supply of available facilities. People usually tend to use the facilities 
that are available to them. llJ In addition, these types of recreation do not require 
large amounts of money. One of the complaints is the high prices of the private 
operated family recreation facilities. These private facilities not, though, of an equal 
significance to all groups in society. 
ll. THE APPROACH TO THE PROBLEMS OF THE RECREATIONAL 
OPEN SPACES 
It is clear throughout the research that the recreational open spaces and 
facilities do not satisfy the needs of the people nor respond to their culture. There is 
a growing need for park and recreation facilities and services, due to a continual 
increase in leisure time and in population. The lack of recreational open spaces and 
facilities has resulted in a lack of awareness in how to utilize leisure time. The 
anxiety this has caused is highlighted by a comment from a headmaster of a 
secondary school during the field survey. When he asked me about the nature of my 
study; he commented "oh!, a recreation like what is happening in Comiche? I hope 
not. "£21 Misuse or misapplication of leisure time is likely to result in dissatisfaction 
by the person himself or by the society from a religious point of view. Yet recreation 
as a means of occupying leisure time has received far less attention than beautification 
of the city. In spite of the best intentions of the officials, the planners and the 




open space provision is based on inadequate information about what 
the users need and how they actually behave; 
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0 there is no proper consultation with people or the users of the 
recreational facilities about the sort of facilities they would like. 
0 there is an abstract physical view towards the needs of the users and 
consequent setting aside of the social and the cultural connotations. 
The first approach to solve any problem is to recognise it. Understanding the 
problems will undoubtedly assist in defining the approach to tackle them. The 
problems within the existing recreational open spaces and facilities require that a 
sincere approach must be devoted to re-establish and address the planning and design 
of these open spaces. The following is a short recapitulation of the main problems 
encountered in the physical urban environment and how these affect the recreational 
open spaces and services. These problems are: 
1. The systematic destruction of community identity by applying modem 
planning concepts in complete contrast with the traditional built 
environment and the values of the society. 
2. The concept of the hierarchy of open spaces and standards which are 
based mainly on sizes, neglecting any social and cultural factors. 
3. The lack of an overall recreational open space system which links, 
preserves and develops the recreational open spaces. 
4. The lack of appropriate design, management and maintenance for the 
recreational open spaces, and the application of inappropriate design 
concepts, copied from alien cultures. 
5. The change in the role of the street, due to the introduction of cars, 
from a human transportation, socialization, recreational and coolant 
place to mainly a transportation place emitting heat and pollution. 
6. Confusion and mixing between different terms such as beautification 
and tourism which lead to misunderstanding of the recreational needs. 
As these problems occur not only within the recreational open spaces but also 
within the whole urban environment, thus the solution should be a comprehensive and 
collective response to the problems of the whole urban built environment. This may 
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seem to be an utopian idea, since there is fragmentation in responsibilities within 
provision of even one facility, as discussed earlier in chapter 9. How then can all 
services and facilities be managed. Islam's rules and regulations are the main source 
of inspiration for all Moslems. Thus a reference to one of the Prophet's traditions 
may clarify and encourage this approach. The Prophet (PBUH) used to describe to 
his followers that the relationship between Moslems is like a series of bricks in a wall 
which brace each other to form the wall. It is an interacting system, more like as an 
ecological process in which the elements influence and depend on each other. 
Valuable information and understanding of how the traditional built 
environment was operated may prove essential in order to respond to the values and 
the cultural needs of the people. The recent change in lifestyle is a superficial and 
cosmetic one. People may drive cars and watch television but they still embrace the 
same values as their ancestors. Their physical needs may be different but their values 
and social needs are still the same. A Moslem is a Moslem whether he drives a car 
or rides a camel. Hence the design of the built environment should assist in 
maintaining and preserving these values. In relation to the latter, Thorpe, says: 
"Lastly, perhaps the street itself, which John Warren describes as 
'much more than a passageway in the Arab city. It's the meeting place 
of the community, so if it's an uncomfortable place, the social life and 
the quality of life of the community will suffer in consequence. The 
narrow street has persisted in the Arab city because, with its narrow 
opening to the sky, it stays relatively cool in summer' "£31 
The present chaotic environment is an outcome of a strict application of 
planning regulations and criteria from another culture. The culture and the lifestyle 
of the people imitated do not however accord with the culture of the emulators. New 
planning concepts and regulations that serve the social and cultural needs of the 
society must be specified. The built environment must be adapted to correspond to 
the social behaviour of the people, not the other way around. The needs of the Saudi 
family should be defined in the social context of modem life. Privacy is an essential 
need which should be achieved with varying degrees within the house, the 
neighbourhood and the public recreational open spaces. 
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Tackling the problem should begin from the basic residential unit then the 
immediate environment, the street, the open spaces, and the small Community 
Gardens. Small and neglected Community Gardens could be enlarged and become 
valuable recreational assets to the communities if the immediate streets became 
incorporated with them, figure 10.1. Such an approach can achieve three important 
benefits. First it will increase the size of the open space. Second it will reduce the 
vehicular movement within the community, as streets will likely become safer and 
attract more pedestrians. Minimizing and restricting the unnecessary vehicular 
movement will in turn help in bringing back the lost identity of the communities. 
Such approach has been suggested to modify the neighbourhood access roads in 
Riyadh. 
"The access roads to the housing areas were planned to terminate as 
simple turning circles. At the suggestion of a Saudi architect, Farhad 
Tashkandi, however, these were redesigned as cui-de-sacs with 
combined pedestrian and vehicular use and phased into the contract 
drawings as work progressed. This helps create local meeting points, 
and they have been designed with this in mind, incorporating simple 
play equipment, seating and shade planting. "[41 
Another approach that may help to fund improving existing open spaces is through 
selling small and remote open spaces that have no function or cannot serve the public; 
this can be defined as rationalization of the resources. Such an approach is applicable 
with open spaces that are not a result of planned policy but rather a result of 
historical accident. [SJ 
It is conceivable that such measures should not be attempted within a context 
of a small or single community. A larger scale context would provide a good ground 
for detailed studies of the traffic movement, pedestrian movement, and needs and 
problems of the inhabitants. Involvement of inhabitants is an essential factor which 
may prove the success of this approach. The aim should not be confined only to 
provide recreational facilities but to establish a safer environment in which children 
and families are encouraged to venture out. Children could play and families could 
walk and visit adjacent neighbours and relatives without reliance on a car and a man.· 
Chapter 10 302 
Family use of the open spaces within the community may raise question marks 
of how much people will accept this idea? As seen in the traditional environment, the 
immediate open spaces served only the children and the men. Families usually 
recreate within the boundaries of the house or in the adjacent natural areas and 
beaches in a form of whole family outings. In the discussion of the questionnaire 
results, in chapter 7, about 70% of the respondents agreed they would allow their 
families to use gardens and other recreational facilities within the neighbourhood if 
adequate privacy was provided. Understanding the nature of the privacy needed 
suggests that it is rather difficult to provide and achieve within small gardens or open 
spaces in the neighbourhood. 
Family recreation needs larger open spaces in which smaller protected spaces 
can be created. Family privacy is an essential determinant of the size and the location 
of the family recreational areas. Hence a larger open space on the district level seems 
to be more appropriate for family recreation, as many people were deterred from 
using the recreational open spaces when they felt that their privacy may be intruded 
upon. A safe and a secluded location for this space away or appropriately screened 
from the activities that generate vehicular and pedestrian traffic is required. Activity 
and traffic generators are those like main roads, shopping areas and community 
centres which include schools, hospitals and large parking areas. This is in contrast 
with the concept of the district centre which contains all services and facilities in one 
area. This, of course, includes the parks and the playgrounds. 
One of the major problems of the recreational open spaces is their isolation 
and fragmentation. The only clear system is the Corniche which links the open spaces 
along the beach. Other major open spaces and parks are isolated such as the Desert 
Garden and K.P.Gs. Jeddah has several small natural valleys which run from the 
mountains in the east to the sea in the west. These are ravaged by development and 
some are developed as rain water drainage channels. Apart from the design of these 
channels, they have a great potential in developing lateral systems that link eastern 
natural areas through the city to the longitudinal open space system along the beach 
(figure 10.2). In addition they will encourage the use of the adjacent natural areas in 
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the east, probably beyond the mountain escarpments that can develop an eastern 
longitudinal open space system. These natural areas should have an easy access from 
the city in order to compensate for the lack of recreational open spaces and parks in 
the eastern section of Jeddah and in order to encourage the authorities to adopt and 
develop a sort of a national park which preserves and develops these areas for all 
sorts of recreation. 
There are three rain water drainage channels in J eddah, one to the south, one 
in the middle and a third beside the airport to the north of the city. The first two have 
easy access. The airport poses some constraints for the use of the third channel. An 
alternative can be developed to the north along the natural valley that links to Sharm 
Obhor. Innovative schemes should be promoted by the municipality to utilize these 
areas for the benefit of the city instead of leaving them as areas where rubbish and 
dust accumulate. 
Another approach to link these spaces is through connecting them by direct 
roads and public transportation such as buses. The connection by public transportation 
is very important because most of these open spaces, including Comiche, suffer from 
the lack of such services. Special arrangements can be made by the municipality and 
the public transportation services of the city to ensure easy access from various parts 
of the city. This service can be limited in the mornings of the weekdays and increased 
in the afternoons and at the weekends. 
Last but not the least is the role of the government. One of their aims is to 
develop the human resources and to improve the quality of life. Recreation should be 
considered as one of the main aspects that intend to achieve this aim. National 
policies should be adapted to promote the provision of recreation and park services. 
Government involvement is essential to ensure appropriate legislation, laws and 
adequate financial resources. At the same time an independent recreation and leisure 
department is needed to study leisure and recreation and factors affecting them, 
identify the needs and provide the required services through establishing and 
following set guidelines and a systematic method. 
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ID. SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDIES 
The topic of leisure and recreation in Saudi Arabia is one of the least dealt 
with. This study, however, is by no means complete. It is one step in a long journey 
to understand the meanings and means of leisure and recreation in this conservative 
society. The scope is still widely open for many further studies. 
A study, for example, is needed to investigate how the public may participate 
in decision making regarding the design of the recreational facilities. These facilities 
are usually provided without any participation from the public who are going to use 
them. The only way to convey their desires or complaints is through newspapers. 
This participation should be reinforced by other direct means. Through this public 
participation, a study can investigate alternatives to utilize the streets and reintroduce 
them for pedestrians and as places of socialization. 
There is a genuine need for developing design criteria for new recreational 
open spaces and improvement of the existing ones, especially community gardens. 
Their design, nowadays, merely follows agricultural practices of ways of planting. 
One important objective for such study is to define ways to achieve decent privacy 
for the families and to reutilize efficiently squandered assets. Though recreation and 
leisure facilities are public services, of an equal importance to other public services, 
by no means can they be provided by the public sector alone. Private investments 
should be directed and encouraged in order to assist the government in achieving the 
proper level of standards. The aim of such study is to develop certain design criteria 
of sizes, locations and services. The objective is to balance the profits to the services 
offered, and not to be only private profiteering organizations. Finally, one of the 
problems is the fragmentation of the responsibilities. Thus if an independent agency 
is not possible or feasible at the present time, a study is needed of how best to 
improve the coordination between the different responsible agencies in the leisure and 
recreation provisions. 
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Existing Situation 
Within Irregular and Old Neighbourhoods Within New neighbourhoods 
. 
Potential Development 
Figure (10.1): lllustrative plans showing existing and potential developments within existing examples. The first represents a small Community Garden in an irregular 
neighbourhood. The other represents part of a new development in the north. 
New Airport 
Potential physical and traffic links between existing major open spaces, man-made 
and natural features that can establish and reinforce an open space system. 
Figure (10.2): A diagram illustrating the existing man-made and natural features that can be 
connected to the existing major open spaces to establish open space systems. 
Notes and References 
[1] Robert W. Douglass, Forest Recreation, 3rd. eel., New York: Pergamon Press 
Inc., 1982, p.11. 
[2] This comment was made by a headmaster of one of the Secondary Schools 
during the field study in winter of 1989. 
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KING ABDULAZIZ UNIVERSITY 
EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY - U.K. 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE DEPT. 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
JPffiCCnmA TION AND lLlEK~UJPffi JP> A 1IT1EJRN~ AMONG 
lFAM~ KW ffiDDAH A~ D1E1r1Elltl\1IKNANT OJF 
OJP>lEN ~JP>ACC1E DJESK<GN 
KING ABDULAZIZ UNIVERSITY 
EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY - U.K. 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE DEPT. 
Dear Householder, 
This questionnaire will reach you through one of your family, who is studying in one of 
Jeddah 's schools. I am investigating the way in which the recreational areas in Jeddah (eg. parks and 
open spaces such as Corniche) are used. The infonnation you provide will be very helpful in my study. 
You have been chosen randomly to represent a sample from the city residents. 
This questionnaire is part of my Ph.D studies in landscape architecture, which investigate 
the relationship between recreational and leisure patterns and the open space design. 
Thank you for your time to complete this questionnaire. As you may notice that the name 
is not required to complete this questionnaire, to ensure it's confidentiality. To answer most questions 
you may tick (./) the square which represents your answer or point of view. 
After completing this questionnaire, please put it in the enclosed envelope and return it with 
your child to the school. 
Thank you very much for your help and co-operation. 
Truly yours, 
LA. Mohammad A. Al-5hahrani 
QUJBSTIONNAmB 
PART ONE 
Locality and neighbourhood: 
This part and the following part are aiming to obtain some infonnation about residence type, 
community, recreation and leisure services and to find the frequency of utilizing recreational places. 
1) How long have you been in Jeddah: -----------
2) Name of the neighbourhood, you live in now : --------
3) Name of the street:------------------





0 Villa (detached house) 
0 Apartment 
0 Attached house (old type of houses) 
0 An ordinary house of brick blocks 




0 Government provided 






How do you evaluate the appearance of your community: 
0 Good appearance 
0 Acceptable appearance 
0 Bad appearance 
0 Do not care 
0 Other, please specify:---------
How far is the nearest open space where you and your family spend some time for 
recreation such as, walking, playing, sitting ... etc ? 
0 Less than 100 meter 
0 From 100 meter to 300 meter 
0 From 300 meter to 500 meter 
0 From 1/2 km. to 1 km. 
0 More than 1 km. 
What is the advantage of the existing open spaces in your community? 
0 There is no advantage at all 
0 More openness to keep houses apart 
0 Good for families 
0 Good for children 
0 Good for sitting out 
0 Pleasant to look at 
0 Do not care 
0 Others, please specify:---------
Name of the nearest open space and neighbourhood: 
How many times did your family visit the same open space (as in 9) during the last two 
weeks? 
0 Not at all 
0 Once 
0 Twice 
0 Three times 





How many times did your family go outside for other recreation areas during the last two 
weeks? 
0 Not at all 
0 Once 
0 Twice 
0 Three times 
0 More than three times 
Which place do you usually prefer to visit for recreation, either alone or with your friends? 
Which place do you prefer to visit for recreation with your family? 
What time do you usually prefer to go for recreation? 





Activities and services: 
1) Here is a list of outdoor places young children usually play in, which one of those places 
beat describes where your children age 6-12 years moat often play (you can tick more than 
one, but no more than one for each child): 
0 In your yard 
0 Neighbours yard 
0 Street or sidewalk 
0 Vacant lot 
0 Community park 
0 Elsewhere, please specify:------------
2) 
3) 
Do you think that the outdoor facilities for play and recreation such as parka, children play 
areas, kickabouta ... etc, in the locality are sufficient for the residents requirements? 
0 Yes 
0 No 
What kind of outdoor facilities would be moat needed in your neighbourhood.? (you can 
tick maximum of three) : 
0 New open spaces designed for families 
0 Children playgrounds 
0 Green and shaded areas 
0 Pedestrians and routs 
0 Football playing fields and kickabouts 
0 Parking areas near existing outdoor recreation facilities 
0 Public toilets 
0 Swimming pools 
0 Club for horse riding and trail 
0 Shooting range 
0 Other, please specify: ------------
PART THREE 
Opinions and views: 
Here are some suggestions and views about the recreational spaces. For the purposes of the study, I 

















The families tend not to utilize the small open apacca in the community for religious 
reasons. These open spaces usually do not provide adequate family privacy. 
0 Agree. 
0 Disagree. 
If gardens or private clubs are provided for ladies, which provide adequate privacy for my 
family, I will encourage my family to use them. 
0 Agree. 
0 Disagree. 
Families will not use small gardens inside the community, even if adequate services and 
privacy are provided, because it is a habit of the people not to utilize them. 
0 Agree. 
0 Disagree. 
I prefer to go to far places inside the city for recreation, as a change from the routine 
atmosphere of the community, even if the facilities may be there. 
0 Agree. 
0 Disagree. 
I use the car for recreation purposes, because of the lack of nearby recreational spaces. 
0 Agree. 
0 Disagree. 
If you think that there is a privacy problem for your family in the recreational places, 
please which one of the following solutions you think may improve the privacy degree. 
0 There is no problem. 
0 Separate places for men and women. 
0 Assigned days for men and ladies. 
0 Men and ladies in the same place with improving the privacy degree. 
0 Other, please specify:-----------------
PART FOUR 
Personal details: 
This part include some personal details, you may be asked certain questions about your age, 
occupation, income and other 'demographic' details. These questions will be used in the research 
analysis to check the sample against other statistical information. 








0 Non Saudi 
Please specify: ________ _ 
0 Male 
0 Female 
4) Religion: 0 Moslem 
0 NonMoslem 
5) Marital status: 0 Single 
0 Married 
0 Widowed or divorced 
6) Ages, sexes and activities practised by the family members of the household: 
Ages 
Up to 5 years 
From 6 to 12 years 
From 13 to 20 years 
From 21 to 44 years 
From 45 to 64 years 
More than 65 years 
Sex I No. I 
Male I Female I 
Total for each sex 





0 Cannot read or write 
0 Cannot Write but can read 
0 Hold a primary certificate 
0 Hold an intermediate certificate 
0 Hold a secondary certificate 
0 Hold a college certificate 
0 Higher than a college 
Occupation: 






Income: (Total monthly income for your household). 
0 Up to 1000 SR per month 
0 From 1001 to 2000 SR per month 
0 From 2001 to 5000 SR per month 
0 From 5001 to 10000 SR per month 
0 More than 10000 SR per month 
Type of Activities 
10) 
11) 
How do you reach the places, which you visit for recreation usually?: 
0 With your private car 
0 With a friend or relative 
0 With a taxi 
0 With public buses 
Number of cars used for personal and family transportation: 
0 No car 
0 One car 
0 Two cars 
0 Three cars 
0 More than Three cars 
PART FIVE 
LADY'S SECTION 
Dear householder, as you know that ladies have different views and opinions, this section designed 
to be completed by the housewife or any lady in the household. Please allow her to complete this 
section .If she can not read or write, please help her. 
Activities and services: 
1) What type of recreational activities do you practice usually during your free time, after the 
house work (you can tick maximum of three). 
0 Reading or writing. 
0 Watching video and television. 
0 Visiting relatives and friends. 
0 Visiting community park or garden. 
0 Go to market for shopping. 
0 Go to Comiche and other recreation areas. 




When you go to recreation, which major activity do you practice usually: 
0 Sitting and talking. 
0 Watching nice views. 
0 Accompany children to play. 
0 Practice some exercises. 
0 Other, please specify:---------
What kind of outdoor facilities would be moat needed in your neighbourhood.? (you can 
tick maximum of three) : 
0 New open spaces designed for families 
0 Children playgrounds 
0 Green and shaded areas 
0 Pedestrians and routs 
0 Football playing fields and kickabouts 
0 Parking areas near existing outdoor recreation facilities 
0 Public toilets 
0 Swimming pools 
0 Club for horae riding and trail 
0 Shooting range 
0 Other, please specify:---------------
What recreational places do you visit usually (maximum three places)? 
Why?: _______________ _ 
5) What services and activities do you think those spaces need moat 
6) Do you usually visit the small parks and gardens inside the community? 
0 Yes 
0 No 
1) If no, what do you think the main reason is? 
0 No privacy for families 
0 Too small to be used 
0 No facilities provided 
0 No activities can be practised 
8) Have you visited one of the newly developed recreational areas such as Khozam Palace 
Garden, Alshalal, Alnakhil (Palm Park.) ... etc.? 
0 Yes 
0 No 
If your answer to the previous question is (No), please go to question (13). 
9) If yes, how many times did you visit them or one of them last month? 
10) 
0 Non at all 
0 Once 
0 Twice 
0 Three times 
0 More than four times 
Which major activity do you practice usually there? 
0 Sitting, watching T.V and having snacks 
0 Dinner with family 
0 Riding water bikes and small boats 
0 Enjoying electronic games 
0 Watching the children and help them to play 
0 Other, please specify:----------
11) What activities do you think these places moat need? 




13) If you think that there is a privacy problem for you in the recreational places, please which 
one of the following solutions you think may improve the privacy degree. 
0 There is no problem 
0 Separate places for men and women 
0 Assigned days for men and ladies 
0 Men and ladies in the same place with improving the privacy degree 
0 Other, please specify:--------
Personal details: 
14) Age: years. 
15) Nationality: 0 Saudi 
0 Non Saudi 
Please specify: 
16) Religion: 0 Moslem 
0 Non Moslem 
17) Marital status: 0 Single 
0 Married 
0 Widowed or divorced 
18) Relationship to householder: -----------
19) Educational status: 
0 Cannot read or write 
0 Cannot Write but can read 
0 Hold a primary certificate 
0 Hold an intermediate certificate 
0 Hold a secondary certificate 
0 Hold a college certificate 
0 Higher than a college 
20) Occupation: 






NOW YOU HAVE COMPLETED THE QUESTIONNAIRE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR 
YOUR CO-OPERATION. 
I hope this questionnaire has given you a chance to express your own views about the existing 
recreational facilities in Jeddah. If there are things which you think important, please use the following 
pages to write them. 
Your comments are very important and will be read carefully. 
APPENDIX A2; 
0 A Copy of a Completed Questionnaire in Arabic. 
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o Frequency Distribution of the Questionnaire Variables. 
Appendix Bl 338 
Ete!41lencies Qf all :st:atiables 
The frequencies of all variables are weighted by the Nationality 
variable. As a result, number of cases are inflated to match their 
actual percentages of Saudis and non-Saudis in the population. 
l:illli blli• 
ADVGEOS (8) What is the advantage of the uistinq open spaces in 
YRSRJBD (1) llov long have you been in Jeddah7 your ~ity7 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Fre<Jiency Percent Percent Percent Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frec:f!ency Percent Percent Percent 
> 1 YEAR 5 .8 .9 .9 
1-3 YEAR 30 5.3 5.8 6.8 *I ADVANTGB 173 30.5 31.8 31.8 
4-10YEAR 85 15.0 16.5 23.2 l«lRE OPENNESS 39 6.8 7.1 38.8 
>10 YEARS 399 70.1 76.8 100.0 GOOD FOR FAMILIES 60 10.6 11.0 49.9 
MISSING 49 8.6 HISSING GOOD FOR OII LDRER 110 19.3 20.1 69.9 
GOOD TO SIT OOT 50 8.7 9.1 79.0 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 PLEASANT TO LOOit 56 9.8 10.2 89.2 
DO *IT CARE 46 8.0 8.4 97.6 
Valid cases 519 Hlssing cases 49 OTHER 13 2.3 2.4 100.0 
HISSIIIG 22 3.9 MISSIJIG 
ZOIS (2) Zone in llhidl respondents live. 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Fre<J~ency Percent Percent Percent Valid cases 546 Hissing cases 22 
• zo• 59 10.5 10.1 10.1 
Ill ZOII! 81 15.4 15.1 26.5 
HB zo• 131 23.1 23.6 50.1 
Ill ZONE: 55 9.6 9.8 59.9 lltEOS (9) 'll!le of Nearest Open Space 
SS ZOII! 30 5.3 5.5 65.4 
SW ZONE 125 22.0 22.5 81.9 Valid cua 
AL-BALAD 61 11.8 12.1 100.0 Value Label value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
HISSING 14 2.4 HISSIIIG 
CORNICHE 1 15 13.3 16.9 16.9 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 JOIOZAH GARDENS 2 96 16.9 21.6 38.4 
DESERT GARDENS 3 ' 1.1 1.4 39.9 Valid cases 555 Hlssing cases 14 KILO 10 GARDENS 4 8 1.4 1.8 41.6 
OLD AIRPORT 5 2 .3 .4 42.1 
RESIR:E (4) Residence Type NEW AIRPORT 6 1 1.2 1.5 43.5 
LONA PARK 1 1 1.2 1.5 45.1 
Valid cua POBLIC GARDEN 8 185 32.' 41.5 86.5 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent OTHER 9 60 10.6 13.5 100.0 
HISSING 0 122 21.4 MISSIIIG 
VILLA 75 13.2 13.2 13.2 
FLAT 342 60.2 60.3 13.5 TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
ATTAOIED HOOSB 31 6.5 6.5 80.0 
BR IC!tS HOOSB 91 11.0 11.0 91.1 Valid cases 446 Hissing cases 122 
OTHER 11 2.9 2.9 100.0 
MISSING 1 .2 HISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 VSTFRQ (10) Hov aany tl..aes did your fully visit the SMe open 
space (as in previous) cl!r ing thf last t!!!l wreuz 
Valid cases 561 Hlssing cases 
Valid cua 
RESOMR (5) Residence ownership Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
Valid cua *IT AT ALL 321 56.5 51.4 51.4 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent ONCE 114 20.0 20.3 11.1 
TWICE 51 9.0 9.1 86.9 
CMl 229 40.3 40.3 40.3 3 TIMES 18 3.2 3.2 90.1 
RENTED 314 55.2 55.2 95.6 <3 TIMES 55 9.1 9.9 100.0 
JOB PROVIDED 11 3.0 3.0 98.6 HISSING 9 1.6 HISSING 
OTHER 8 1.4 1.4 100.0 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 559 Hlssing cases 
Valid cases 568 Hlss ing cases 
VSTOFRQ (11) Hov aany tl..aes did your f•ily go outside for other 
COMAPNCE (6) Hov do you evaluate the appearance of your a..mity7 recreation areas cl!ring thg lost tyo mk.t7 
Valid cua Valid cua 
Value Label Value Freq~ency Percent Percent Percent Value Label Value Fre<J~ency Percent Percent Percent 
GOOD m 44.6 44.8 44.8 *IT AT ALL 229 40.3 40.4 40.4 
FAIR 248 43.6 43.9 88.1 ONCE 131 24.2 24.2 64.1 
POOit 51 8.9 8.9 91.6 TWICE 109 19.2 19.2 83.9 
DO Jm' CAll 12 2.2 2.2 99.8 3 TIMES 42 7.5 7.5 91.4 
OTIIIR 1 .2 .2 100.0 <3 TIHBS 49 8.6 8.6 100.0 
MISSiliG 3 .5 HISSIIIG HISSIIIG 2 .3 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 565 Hlssing cases Valid cases 566 Hlssing cases 
lltSTOS (7} Hov far is the neemt open space llhere you and your PRFDFRD (12) Which place do you usually prefer to visit for 
fully spend sa. tiae for recreation such as, 114lking, playing, sitting recreation, either alone or yith wur frl!!!!dsZ 
••• etc7 
Valid cua 
Valid cua Value Label Value Freq~ency Percent Percent Percent 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
STAYING AT HOME 1 6 1.1 1.2 1.2 
> 100 H 69 12.1 12.4 12.4 RLATVS II!IGHBRS 2 13 2.3 2.6 3.8 
100-300M 65 11.5 11.8 24.2 CAFE 3 6 1.0 1.1 4.9 
301-500M 37 6.5 6.6 30.9 HAlU(£T CENTERS 4 10 1.8 2.0 6.9 
1/2-1KM 93 16.3 16.8 47.6 CORNICHE 5 356 62.6 69.3 76.2 
< 1 IQ4 290 51.0 52.4 100.0 FUNFAIR ' 23 4.0 4.4 80.7 MISSING 15 2.6 HISSIIIG POBLIC GAADENS 7 16 2.9 3.2 83.9 
zoo 8 2 .3 .4 84.2 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 ALBAA 9 11 2.9 3.2 87.5 
OTHER 10 64 11.3 12.5 100.0 
Valid cases 553 Hlssing cases 15 HISSIIIG 0 55 9. 7 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 513 Hissing cases 55 
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PRFDFAM (13) Which place cb you prefer to visit for recreation 
with mur fetlyz 
Value Label 















































5. 7 5.9 
.6 • 7 
8.5 8.9 
4.5 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 











































ll.tt..IJIII: (1) Places where young children, age 6-12 years, aost 
often pay in. 
YYARD In the house's yard 
Value Label 
Valid cases m 
Valid cua 
Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
m 
314 
44.8 100.0 100.0 
55.2 HISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 314 
IIYARD In the neighbour's yard 
Value Label 
Valid cases 23 
Valid cua 
Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
23 
545 
4.1 100.0 100.0 
95.9 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 545 
STREET In street or sidevalk 
Value Label 
Valid cases 100 
LOT Vacant lot 
Value Label 
Valid cases 128 
Valid cua 
Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
100 
468 
17.6 100.0 100.0 
82. 4 HISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 468 
valid cua 
Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
128 
440 
22.5 100.0 100.0 
77.5 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 440 
PARK In the ~ity park 
valid cua 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 




22.5 100.0 100.0 
77.5 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 440 
Elsewhere 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frecp~ncy Percent Percent Percent 
100 17.' 100.0 100.0 
468 82.4 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 100 Missing cases 468 
SDFFAC (21 Do you think that the outcbor facilities for play and 
recreation such as parks, children play areas, kickabouts ... etc, in the 





Valid cases 559 
Valid cua 




23.7 24.1 24.1 
74.' 75.9 100.0 
1. 7 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 

















Nev open spaces designed for f•ilies 
Valid cua 
Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
327 57.5 100.0 100.0 
241 42.5 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 




Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
280 
288 
49.3 100.0 100.0 
50.7 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Kissing cases 288 
Green and shaded areas 
299 
Valid cua 
Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
299 
269 
52.6 100.0 100.0 
47. 4 KI SSIJIG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 




Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
23 
546 
4.0 100.0 100.0 
96.0 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 546 
Football playing fields and kickabouts 
175 
Valid CUll 
Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
175 
393 
30.8 100.0 100.0 
69. 2 KISSIRG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 393 
PARKING Parking areas near esistinq outcbor recreation facilities 
Valid CUll 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
valid cases 59 
59 
509 
10.4 100.0 100.0 
89. 6 KISSDIG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 509 
340 
TOIL&TS Public toilets 
Valid cua 


















17.2 100.0 100.0 
82.8 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 




Value rrecp~ncy Percent Percent Percent 
163 
406 
28.6 100.0 100.0 
71.4 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 406 
Club for horse riding and trail 
Valid cua 
Value Frecp~ncy Percent Percent Percent 
58 10.3 100.0 100.0 
510 89.7 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 





Value Fr~ncy Percent Percent Percent 
28 
540 
4.9 100.0 100.0 
95.1 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 540 
valid cua 
Value Fr~ncy Percent Percent Percent 
16 2.9 100.0 100.0 
552 97.1 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 160.0 
Missing cases 552 
OSNTOSD (1) It has been noticed that f.wilies tend not to use the 







Value Fr~ncy Percent Percent Percent 
425 74.9 75.4 75.4 
139 24.4 24.6 100.0 
4 • 7 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 






Valid cases 563 
Valid cua 














RLCSRSR (3) Tbe fuilies tend not to utilbe the saall open spaces 
in the ~ity for religious reasons. Tbese open spaces usually do not 








Value Frecp!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
464 81.7 83.5 83.5 
92 16.1 16.5 100.0 
12 2. 2 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 12 
GllDRPRV (4) If !Jilrdens or private clubs are provided for ladies, 
which provide ade~te privacy for rtf f.wlly, I vlll enoourage rtf f•lly 











68.9 69.9 69.9 
29.6 30.1 100.0 
1.5 ICISSiliG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 
II&TRSR (5) r.wilies vlll not use saall !JilrdenS inside the 
co.unlty, even if ade~te services and privacy are proYided, because 





Valid cases 561 
valid cua 






36.4 36.9 36.9 
62.3 63.1 100.0 
1.3 ICISSiliG 
568 100.0 100.0 
FAROS (6) I prefer to go to far places inside the city for 
recreation, as a change fraa the routine at.:~sphere of the ~lty, 





Valid cases 562 
Valid cua 






49.7 50.2 50.2 
49.3 49.8 100.0 
1.0 MISSING 
568 100.0 100.0 
CARNRC (7) I use the car for recreation purposes, because of the 





valid cases 565 
valid cua 




87.4 87.8 87.8 
12.1 12.2 100.0 
.5 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 
IMPRVCY (8) If you think that there 1s a privacy problea for your 
faally in the recreational places, please which one of the following 
solutions you think MY iaprove the privacy degree. 
Value Label 
'110 PROBLEM 
MEN AND WOKEN 
ASIGNED DAY 

















TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 





(1) Respondent Age. 
Value Label 
DP TO 20YEARS 
21 TO 30YEARS 



























8. 7 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 









Value Frecp!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
305 53.7 53.8 53.8 
262 46.1 46.2 100.0 
1 .2 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
567 Missing cases 
341 
SEX (3) 5el. 
Valid cua 























95.9 96.6 96.6 
3.4 3.4 100.0 
.6 MISSING 
100.0 100.0 
(4) Religion of respondent. 
568 
Valid cua 







TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Kissing cases 
(S) llllrital Status 
565 
Valid cua 






















































llales upto S Years 
valid cua 
Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
TOTAL 
524 llissing cases 


































524 Kissing cases 44 















































TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 44 

































TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 























K13T020 llales 13-20 Years 
Valid cua 


























.s ·' 7.7 MISSIIG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 






resales 13-20 years 
524 
Valid cua 


















TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 






K21T044 llales 21-44 Years 
Valid cua 








































7. 7 MISSiliG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 







Feaales 21-44 Years 
524 
Valid cua 











TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 





llllles 45-64 Years 
Valid cua 
Value Fr8CJM!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
322 56.6 61.3 61.3 
203 35.7 38.7 100.0 
44 7. 7 MISSIRG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
524 llissing cases 44 
Feules 45-64 Years 
524 
valid cua 













TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 




K65ABOVB Miles above 65 Years 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
SOl 88.1 95.5 95 .S 
23 4.1 4.5 100.0 
44 7. 7 MISSDIG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 524 Kissing cases 44 
342 
F65ABOV! reules above 65 Years OCCOPTM (8) occupation 
Valid CUll 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent Valid cu. 
Value Label Value Fre~J~ency Percent Percent Percent 
NONE 512 90.1 91.1 91.1 
0111 12 2.1 2.3 100.0 SELf EMPLOYED 154 27.2 27.2 27.2 
44 1.1 MISSING EMPLOYED 354 62.2 62.4 89.7 
NOT EMPLOYED 21 3.8 3.8 93.4 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 RETIRED 29 5.1 5.1 98.6 
STUDENT 2 .4 .4 98.9 
Valid cases 524 Missing cases 44 HOSEWIFB 6 1.1 1.1 100.0 
MISSING 2 .3 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
TOTAUI Males Total 
Valid cases 566 Missing cases 
Valid CUll 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
0111 12 2.0 2.2 2.2 INCatB (9) Incca! 
'!WO 91 16.0 11.4 19.6 
THREE 114 20.0 21.7 41.3 Valid CUll 
fOilR 135 23.7 25.7 67.0 Value Label Value Fre~J~ency Percent Percent Percent 
fiVE " 11.6 12.5 79.5 SIX 51 8.9 9.6 89.2 1-1000SR 38 6.6 7.2 7.2 
S8V£lll 36 6.4 6.9 96.1 1001 TO 2000 SR 89 15.7 17.0 24.2 
BIGHT 9 1.5 1.6 97.7 2001 TO 5000 SR 192 33.8 36.7 60.9 
RINE 12 2.1 2.3 100.0 5001 TO 10000 SR 142 25.0 27.2 88.1 
44 1.1 MISSING >lOOOOSR 62 11.0 11.9 100.0 
MISSING 45 7.9 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 524 Hissing cases 44 
Valid cases 524 Hissing cases 45 
TOT ALl reules Total 
Valid CUll TRNSPRT (10) Holl do you reach the places, vhic:h you visit for 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent recreation usually? 
NONE 0 2 .4 .4 .4 Valid CUll 
ORB 1 75 13.2 14.3 14.6 Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
'!WO 2 121 21.3 23.0 37.7 
THREE 3 134 23.6 25.6 63.3 PRIVATE 502 88.3 88.9 88.9 
fOOR 4 84 14.8 16.0 79.3 FRIEND 25 4.5 4.5 93.4 
FIVE 5 55 9.6 10.4 89.7 TAXI 31 5.5 5.6 99.0 
SIX 6 25 4.4 4.8 94.5 80S 6 1.0 1.0 100.0 
S8V£lll 1 19 3.3 3.6 98.0 HISSING 4 .7 MISSING 
BIGHT 8 6 1.0 1.1 99.1 
!fiNE 9 5 .8 .9 100.0 TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
44 7. 7 HISSING 
Valid cases 564 Hissing cases 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
valid cases 524 Missing cases 44 
'IIUIRCAR (11) lblber of cars used for personal and f•ily 
transportation. 
FRBQOB!k:IBS /VARIABLBS TOTAL /STATISTICS HBAN 
Valid CUll 
TOTAL Total Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
Valid CUll NO CAR 50 8.8 8.8 8.8 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent ONE 322 56.7 57.0 65.8 
'!WO 134 23.5 23.6 89.4 
'!WO 2 1 .2 .2 .2 THREE 37 6.5 6.5 95.9 
THREE 3 16 2.8 3.0 3.2 > 3 CARS 23 4.1 4.1 100.0 
fOilR 4 55 9.6 10.5 13.6 HISSING 3 .5 MISSING 
FIVE 5 79 13.9 15.1 28.7 
SIX 6 68 12.0 13.1 41.8 TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
S8V£lll 7 11 12.4 13.5 55.2 
BIGHT 8 92 16.2 17.5 72.7 Valid cases 565 Hissing cases 
RINE 9 43 7.5 8.2 80.9 
TBR 10 33 5.8 6.3 87.2 
BLEVEI'I 11 29 5.1 5.5 92.1 
'IWBLVE 12 22 3.9 4.3 91.0 fA.U..LL!s:& 
THIRTB£1'1 13 1 1.3 1.4 98.4 
FOORT££1'1 14 2 .3 .3 98.7 lli!h:'1 ~U!!B: 
FIPTIIII 15 2 .4 .4 99.1 
SIX11111 16 5 .8 .9 100.0 (1) llhat type of recreational activities do you practice usually cmring 
44 1. 7 HISSING your free tille, after the house vod:. 
TOTAl. 568 100.0 100.0 READING Reading or vriting. 
Valid cases 524 Missing cases 44 Valid CUll 
Value Label Value Fre~J~ency Percent Percent Percent 
MHn • 7.305 
239 42.1 100.0 100.0 
329 57.9 MISSING 
IDC1I (7) Balcational Status 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid CUll 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent Valid cases 239 Missing cases 329 
NO READ OR IIR ITB 11 12.5 12.7 12.7 
READ NO IIRI TB 56 9.8 9.9 22.7 
PRDWtY 112 19.7 19.9 42.6 TV Watching video and television. 
IJmMDTB 88 H.6 15.8 58.4 
SCOIIDARY 88 15.5 15.7 74.1 Valid CUll 
GIWKIATB 108 18.9 19.2 93.3 Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
HIGIII!R EDOCATJll 37 6.6 6.7 100.0 
MISSIWG 8 1.5 MISSING 303 53.4 100.0 100.0 
265 46.6 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 560 Missing cases 
Valid cases 303 Missing cases 265 
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VISITI*i Visiting relatives and friends. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 




S8.8 99.7 99.7 
.2 .3 100.0 
41.1 KISSIWG 
TOTAL S68 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 233 
GMDIIR Visiting ~ity park or garden. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
Valid cases 35 
35 
534 
6.1 100.0 100.0 
93.9 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 534 
IWWIT Go to urtet for shopping. 
Valid CUa 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
104 18.3 100.0 100.0 
4 64 81. 7 HISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 104 Missing cases 464 
CORRICHE Go to Cornlche and other recreation areas. 
Value Label 
Valid cases 113 
OTHI!Il Other. 
Value Label 
Valid cases S1 
valid cua 
Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
113 19.8 100.0 100.0 
4S5 80.2 HISSING 
TOTAL S68 100.0 100.0 
Hissing cases 45S 
V&lid cua 




8.9 100.0 100.0 
.2 HISSING 
90.9 HISSING 
TOTAL S68 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases Sl7 
































(3) llhat kind of outdoor facilities l«lllld be aost needed in your 
ne ighbourhoodl 
LFSPACIS Rev open spaces designed for f•Uies. 
Value Label 
Valid cases 367 
Appendix Bl 
Valid cua 




64.5 100.0 100.0 
.4 HISSING 
35.1 MISSING 
TOTAL S68 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 202 
LPGROOND Children playgrounds. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 




61.0 100.0 100.0 
.5 MISSIIIG 
38.5 MISSIWG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 222 
LGR£811 Green and shaded areas. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 




52.6 100.0 100.0 
.5 MISSIWG 
46.9 MISSIWG 
TOTAL S68 100.0 100.0 
Mining cases 269 
LPEDEST Pedestrian routs. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 




4.7 100.0 100.0 
1.3 KISSIWG 
94.0 MISSIWG 
TOTAL S68 100.0 100.0 
Hissing cases S42 
YIELDS Football playing fields and kickabouts. 
valid cua 












13.7 100.0 100.0 
1.S MISSING 
84.8 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 490 
Parking areas near existing outdoor recreation facilities. 
32 
valid cua 




5.6 100.0 100.0 
1. 5 MISS DIG 
92.9 MISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Hissing cases 537 
Public toilets. 
valid cua 
Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
97 17.0 100.0 100.0 
9 1.5 MISSIWG 
463 81.5 MISSIWG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
97 Missing cases 472 
LPOOLS Svt.ing pools. 
valid cua 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 




16.3 100.0 100.0 
1.5 MISSIWG 
82.2 MISSIIIG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 476 
344 
LIIORS& Club for horse riding and trail. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Fre<fM!ncy Percent Percent Percent 




7.0 100.0 100.0 
1.5 MISSIIIG 
91.4 MISSING 
MAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Mining cases 528 
LSHOOT Shooting range 
valid cua 
Value Label Value Fre<fM!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
1 13 2.2 100.0 100.0 
10 1. 7 MISSIIIG 
546 96.1 MISSING 
T01'AL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 13 Missing cases 556 
other. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frecpency Percent Percent Percent 
1 12 2.2 100.0 100.0 
10 1. 7 MISSING 
546 96.1 MISSING 
MAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 12 Missing cases 556 
(4) What recreational places so you visit usually? 
110MB staying at holle. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frecpency Percent Percent Percent 
1 3 .s 100.0 100.0 
42 7.3 MISSING 
524 92.2 MISSING 
MAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases Missing cases 565 
R!LATVS Visiting relatives and neighbours. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frecpency Percent i.'ercent Percent 
1 78 13.8 100.0 100.0 
43 7. 5 MISSING 
441 78.7 MISSING 
T01'AL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 78 Missing cases 490 
CBRTR!S Shopping Centres 
Value Label 
Valid cases 57 
COORI Comiche 
Value Label 
Valid cases 406 
ruR Funfairs 
Value Label 
Valid cases 127 
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valid cua 
Value rrecpency Percent Percent Percent 
57 10.0 100.0 100.0 
44 7.8 MISSING 
461 82.2 MISSING 
MAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 512 
Valid cua 
Value Fre<fM!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
406 71.5 100.0 100.0 
47 8.3 MISSING 
115 20.2 MISSING 
T01'AL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 162 
valid cua 




22.4 100.0 100.0 
13.9 MISSING 
63.7 MISSING 
T01'AL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 441 
zoo Zoo 
Valid cua 











29.3 100.0 100.0 
14.8 MISSI11G 
56.0 MISSI11G 
T01'AL 568 100.0 100.0 
Missing cases 402 
Vacant lands and natural areas. 
18 
valid cua 




3.1 100.0 100.0 
17.4 MISSI11G 
79.5 MISSIWG 
mAL 568 100 .o 100.0 
Missing cases 551 
Nev f•ily oriented parks. 
Valid cua 
Value FrecJ~ency Percent Percent Percent 
76 13.3 100.0 100.0 
99 17.4 MISSIIIG 
394 69.3 MISSING 
rorAL 568 100.0 100.0 
76 Missing cases 493 
OTKERS Other. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frecpency Percent Percent Percent 
26 4.5 100.0 100.0 
106 18.6 MISSIIIG 
437 76.9 MISSING 
T01'AL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 26 Missing cases 543 
(5) llhat services and activities do you think those spaces need .,sU 
Value Label 
Valid cases 









Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
143 25.2 100.0 100.0 
107 18. 9 MISSING 
318 55.9 MISSING 
T01'AL 568 100.0 100.0 
143 Missing cases 425 
Public toilets. 
valid cua 
Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
21 3. 7 100.0 100.0 
179 31.5 MISSING 
368 64.8 MISSIIIG 
mAL 568 100 .o 100.0 
21 Missing cases 547 
Cleaning and aaintenance. 
Valid cua 
Value rrecpency Percent Percent Percent 
133 23.3 100.0 100.0 
180 31.7 MISSI11G 
256 45.0 MISSIIIG 
T01'AL 568 100.0 100.0 
133 Missing cases 436 
Shade and green areas. 
100 
valid cua 




17.5 100.0 100.0 
34.4 MISSIIIG 
48.1 MISSI11G 
T01'AL 568 100.0 100.0 
















Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
74 13.0 100.0 100.0 
210 36.9 HISSING 
284 50.0 HISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
74 Hiuing cans 494 
Parking areas. 
Valid cua 
Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
220 38.8 HISSING 
348 61. 2 HISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Hissing cases 568 
Valid cua 
Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
3 .5 100.0 100.0 
220 38.8 HISSING 
345 60.7 HISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Hissing cases 565 
Sport clubs. 
Valid C\la 




.2 100.0 100.0 
38.8 HISSING 
61.0 HISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Hissing cases 567 
Children plygrounds. 
Valid cua 
Value Fre<f!~!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
40 7.0 100.0 100.0 
220 38. 8 HISSING 
308 54.2 HISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
40 Hissing cases 528 
SRACit Snak bars. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
Valid cases 71 
OTIIS Other. 
Value Label 












TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Hissing cases 497 
Valid cua 
Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
27 4.8 100.0 100.0 
220 38.8 HISSING 
321 56.4 HISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Hiuing cases S41 
VSTGRDII {6) DD you usually visit the mall parks and CJirdens 










16.2 11.0 11.0 
79.3 83.0 100.0 
4.4 HISSIIG 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Hissing cases 25 
process if (vstgrQ-1•2). 
frequencies /variables •rsn. 
HNRSN (7) llhat do you think the aain Reason is. 
Valid C\111 




NO PRACTI CB 
HISSING 











TOTAL m 100.0 100.0 





VSTNDEV {8) Have you visited one of the newly developed 
recreational areas such as KhoUlll Palace Garden, Alsh.Jl41, A1114kllil 





Valid cases m 
Valid cua 




56.8 58.3 58.3 
40.6 41.7 100.0 
2. 6 HISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Hissing cases 15 
process if (vstndev eq 1) • 









Valid cases 320 
Valid cua 



























J.CTPRCD (10) Which aajor activity do you practice usualy there? 
Valid cua 





lfA TCII Oil LDRtill 
OTHER 
HISSING 






























PRIVDEG (12) llhat do you think about the privacy deqree in those 
places. 
Value Label 
Valid cases 307 
Valid cua 













TOTAL 323 100.0 100.0 





PRIVP!lB (13) If you think that there is a privacr problea for you LOCCOP (20) Lady Occupation 
in the recreational places, rlease which one of the fo loving solutions 
you think uy iaprove the pr vacy degree. Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent SELF OOLOYED ' 1.1 1.2 1.2 I!MPLOYED 46 8.2 8.4 9.5 
liO PROBLEM 134 23.7 26.2 26.2 ONI!MPLOYBD 10 1.8 1.9 11.4 
lml MD IQQIR 153 26.9 29.8 su RETIRED 4 • 7 • 7 12.1 
ASIGNBD DAY 53 9.2 10.2 66.3 STUDEHT 33 5.8 5.9 18.1 
ALL IMP PRIVACY 173 30.4 33.7 100.0 HOOSDIIFB 454 79.9 81.9 100.0 
KISSING 56 9.8 KISSING KISSING 14 2.5 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases S13 Mining cases 56 Valid cases 554 Kissing cases 14 
LAGB (14) Lady Age. 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
OP TO 20YBARS 26 4.5 5.0 5.0 
21 TO JOYBARS 171 30.1 33.4 38.3 
31 TO 40YBARS 229 40.4 44.8 83.1 
41-50 YEARS 75 13.2 14.7 97.8 
51-64 YEARS 9 1.5 1. 7 99.5 
>64 YEARS 3 .5 .5 100.0 
KISSING 56 9.8 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 513 Kissing cases 56 
LIIAT (15) Lady Nationality. 
Valid CUa 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
SAODI 297 52.3 53.3 53.3 
liON SAODI 260 45.7 46.7 100.0 
KISSING 11 2.0 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 557 Kissing cases 11 
LRLGH (16) Lady Religion 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
I«>SLI!M 545 95.9 97.8 97.8 
liON I«>SLI!M 12 2.1 2.2 100.0 
KISSING 11 2.0 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases 557 Kissing cases 11 
LKARTL (11) Lady Marital Status 
Valid cua 
Value Label Value Fre<p!ncy Percent Percent Percent 
SltmB 44 7.8 7.9 1. 9 
IWUUBD 507 89.3 91.1 99.0 
DIVORCED 6 1.0 1.0 100.0 
KISSING 11 2.0 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cues m Kissing cases 11 
L&DCTII (19) Lady l!ducational Level 
Valid CUa 
value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
liO JtiAD Ol MRITB 142 24.9 25.7 25.7 
JtiAD liO IIIU TB 63 11.0 11.4 37.1 
PRIMARY 108 19.0 19.7 56.7 
nmMDTB 73 12.8 13.2 70.0 
SCOIUIAAY 90 15.9 16.4 86.3 
GRAIKP.TB ss 9.8 10.1 96.4 
HIGHBit BDOCATIN 20 3.5 3.6 100.0 
KISSING 18 3.1 KISSING 
TOTAL 568 100.0 100.0 
Valid cases m Kissing cases 18 
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APPENDIX B2: 
o Cross-Tabulation of Selected Variables of the Questionnaire. 
Croutabulatlon: OSNTOSD Tendency of Using sull Open Spaces Insl Cross tabulation: RAT Rationality 
By RLGSRSR Religious Reasons By OSNJ'USD Tendency of Using sull Open Spaces 
In si 
Count MISSING AGREE DISAGREE Count MISSING AGREE DISAGREE 
R.LGSRSR > Rov Pet Rov OStmlSD > Rov Pet Rov 
Col Pet TOtal Col Pet TOtal 
OStmJSD RAT 
4 361 61 425 1 1 
AGREE .9 84.7 14.3 74.9 MISSING 100.0 .2 
32.1 77.7 66.5 .2 
6 102 31 139 234 71 305 
DIMGREI! 4.6 73.2 22.1 24.4 SAUDI 76.8 23.2 53.7 
51.8 21.9 33.5 55.1 51.0 
Col~ 12 464 92 568 4 190 68 262 
TOtal 2.2 81.7 16.1 100.0 NON SAODI 1.5 72.5 26.0 46.1 
100.0 44.7 49.0 
lllllber of Missing Observations " 
Col~ 425 139 568 
Total • 7 74.9 24.4 100.0 
llmber of Missing Observations • 0 
crosstabulation: OSNTOSD Tendency of Using Sllall Open Spaces Insi 
By HBTRSN Social Reasons 
Crosstabulatlon: RAT Rationality 
Count MISSING AGREE DISAGREE By SOCIAL Lack of Social Contacts a.ong Residents 
HBTRSI > Rov Pet Rov 
Col Pet Total Count MISSING AGREE DISAGREE 
OStmJSD SOCIAL> Rov Pet Rov 
3 181 242 425 Col Pet TOtal 
AGREE .7 42.4 56.8 74.9 RAT 
39.3 87.4 68.3 4 189 113 305 
SAUDI 1.2 61.9 36.9 53.7 
5 26 108 139 64.5 54.2 52.7 
DISAGREE 3.3 18.8 77.9 24.4 
60.7 12.6 30.6 2 160 lOO 262 
NON SAODI .8 61.1 38.2 46.1 
Col~ 8 207 354 563 35.5 45.8 46.8 
TOtal 1.3 36.4 62.3 100.0 
Col ~~m 349 214 568 
llJJiber of Missing Observations • Total 1.0 61.4 37.6 100.0 
Nullber of Missing Observations • 0 
CROSSTABS /TABLES GRDNPRV by RLGSRSR HBTRSN /OPTIONS 1 3 4. Crosstabulation: RAT Rationality 
By R.LGSRSN Religious Reasons 
Crosstabulatlon: GRDNPRV Encouraging Faallies 
By RLGSRSN Religious Reasons Count MISSING AGREE DISAGREE 
RLGSRSN > Rov Pet Rov 
Count MISSING AGREE DISAGREE Col Pet Total 
RLGSRSR > Rov Pet Rov RAT 
Col Pet Total 1 1 
GRDNPRV MISSING 100.0 .2 
7 325 59 392 .2 
AGREE 1.7 83.1 15.1 68.9 
54.8 70.1 64.7 5 256 44 305 
SAUDI 1.8 83.9 14.3 53.7 
1 136 31 168 43.8 55.2 47.6 
DISAGRII .6 80.8 18.6 29.6 
8.0 29.3 34.2 7 207 48 262 
NON SAODI 2. 7 79.0 18.3 46.1 
Col~ 12 464 92 568 56.2 44.6 52.4 
TOtal 2. 2 81.7 16.1 100.0 
Col~ 12 464 92 568 
RWiber of Missing Observations • Total 2.2 81.7 16.1 100.0 
Nullber of Missing Observations • 0 
Crosstabulatlon: GRDNPRV Encouraging F11111lles Crosstabulatlon: RAT Rationality 
By HBTRSN Soc la l Rea sons By HBTRSN Social Reasons 
Count MISSING AGREE DIMGREI! Count MISSING AGREE DISAGREE 
118TRSI > Rov Pet Rov 118TRSM > Rov Pet Rov 
Col Pet Total Col Pet TOtal 
GRDRPRV RAT 
4 5 8 1 1 
MISSING 45.2 54.8 1.5 MISSING 100.0 .2 
50.0 1.3 .3 
2 llS 214 392 4 113 189 305 
AGREE .5 29.4 70.1 68.9 SAUDI 1.2 36.9 61.9 53.7 
U.2 ss. 7 17.5 47.6 54.5 53.4 
2 92 75 168 4 94 164 262 
DISAGREE 1.1 54.4 44.5 29.6 NON SAODI 1. 5 35.9 62.6 46.1 
23.8 44.3 21.2 52.4 45.5 46.3 
Col~ 8 207 354 568 Col~ 8 207 354 568 
TOtal 1.3 36.4 62.3 100.0 TOtal 1.3 36.4 62.3 100.0 
RWiber of Missing Observations • llullber of Missing Observations • 
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Crolltabulation: RESAGE Respondent Age Croutabulation: RESI.GB Respondent 'lqe 
By OSHTOSD Tendency of OSinq Sllall Open Spaces lnsi By GllDNPilV Encouraging raailies 
Count MISSING AGilBE DISAGII.BE Count MISSING AGilBE DISAGII.BE 
OSlii'USD > Row Pet Row GllDNPilV > Row Pet Roll 
Col Pet Total Col Pet Total 
RESAGB RESI.GB 
1 21 10 31 1 2 19 10 31 
OP TO 20YBARS 67.5 32.5 s.s OP TO 20YBARS 5.9 60.4 33.7 s.s 
4.9 7.3 21.5 4.8 6.2 
2 33 9 43 2 1 28 14 43 
21 TO 30YBARS 78.3 21.7 7.5 21 TO 30YBARS 2.3 65.1 32.6 7.5 
7.9 6. 7 11.8 7.1 8.3 
3 1 112 48 161 3 3 118 40 161 
31 TO 40YBARS .6 69.6 29.7 28.3 31 TO 40YBARS 1.8 73.4 24.9 28.3 
25.0 26.3 34.4 33.3 30.1 23.8 
2 m 31 190 1 132 57 190 
41-SO YEARS 1.1 82.7 16.3 33.4 41-50 YEARS .5 69.6 29.9 33.4 
50.0 36.9 22.3 11.8 33.7 33.7 
1 60 18 79 2 51 26 79 
51-64 YEARS 1.3 75.8 23.0 13.9 51-64 YEARS 2.3 65.3 32.4 13.9 
25.0 14.0 13.0 21.5 13.1 15.2 
13 3 16 11 s 16 
>64 YEARS 82.5 17.5 2.8 >64 YEARS 70.1 29.9 2.8 
3.1 2.0 2. 9 2.9 
Col~ m 139 568 Col~ 392 168 568 
Total • 7 74.9 24.4 100.0 Total 1.5 68.9 29.6 100.0 
amber of Missing Observations • 0 lllllber of Missing Observations • 0 
Crosstabulation: RESAGE Resr::dent lqe Cross tabulation: RESI.GB Respondent 1qe 
By SOCIAL Lac of SOclal Contacts a.ong Residents By HBTRSN SOclal Reasons 
Count MISSING AGilBE DISAGREE Count MISSING AGilBE DISAGREE 
SOCIAL> Row Pet Rov HBTRSN > Rov Pet Roll 
Col Pet Total Col Pet Total 
RESI.GB RESI.GB 
1 2 20 9 31 1 12 19 31 
OP TO 20YBARS s. 9 64.2 29.9 5.5 OP TO 20YEARS 37.5 62.5 5.5 
32.3 s. 7 4.3 5. 6 s.s 
2 27 16 43 2 2 12 29 43 
21 TO 30YEARS 62.8 37.2 7.5 21 TO 30YEARS 4. 7 28.3 67.0 7.5 
7. 7 7.4 26.2 5.8 8.1 
3 1 108 52 161 3 3 60 98 161 
31 TO 40YBARS .6 67.3 32.1 28.3 31 TO 40YEARS 1.8 37.4 60.9 28.3 
17.7 31.0 24.2 36.9 29.1 27.7 
1 112 77 190 1 80 109 190 
41-50 YEARS .5 59.0 40.5 33.4 41-50 YEARS .5 42.0 57.5 33.4 
17.7 32.1 35.9 13.1 38.5 30.8 
2 48 29 7~ 2 22 ss 79 
51-64 YEARS 2.3 61.5 36.2 13.9 51-64 YEARS 2.3 27.6 70.1 13.9 
32.3 13.9 13.4 23.8 10.5 15.6 
11 5 16 1 15 16 
>64 YEARS 70.1 29.9 2.8 >64 YEARS 6.2 93.8 2.8 
3.2 2.3 .s 4.3 
Col~ 349 214 568 Colllllll 207 354 568 
Total 1.0 61.4 37.6 100.0 Total 1.3 36.4 62.3 100.0 
Nullber of Missing Observations • 0 lllllber of Missing Observations • 0 
crosstabulation: RES AGE Respondent lqe Crosstabulation: RESI.GB Respondent lqe 
By RLGSRSN Religious Reasons By FAROS Far Open Spaces Visited Only to Break Ro 
Count MISSING AGilBE DISAGREE Count MISSING AGREE DISAGII.BE 
Jll.CSRSII ) Rov Pet Row FAROS > Rov Pet Row 
Col Pet Total Col Pet Total 
a&SAGB RESI.GB 
1 26 5 31 1 12 19 31 
OP TO 20YEARS 85.0 15.0 5. 5 OP TO 20YEARS 40.2 59.8 s.s 
5. 7 5.1 4.4 6.6 
2 38 5 43 2 15 28 43 
21 TO 30YBARS 89.1 10.9 u 21 TO 30YEARS 35.3 64.7 7.5 
8.2 5.1 5.3 9.9 
3 6 125 30 161 3 70 91 161 
31 TO 40YEARS 3. 5 77.9 18.6 28.3 31 TO 40YEARS 43.5 56.5 28.3 
45.2 27.0 32.6 24.8 32.4 
2 162 26 190 1 100 88 190 
41-50 YEARS 1.1 85.3 13.7 33.4 41-50 YEARS .s 52.9 46.5 33.4 
16.1 34.8 28.3 17.2 35.6 31.5 
3 62 14 19 4 43 32 79 
51-64 YEARS 3.6 78.3 18.1 13.9 51-64 YEARS 4. 8 54.6 40.6 13.9 
22.6 13.3 15.6 65.6 15.2 11.4 
11 5 16 10 6 16 
>64 YEARS 71.2 28.8 2.8 >64 YEARS 63.8 36.2 2.8 
2.5 5.1 3.6 2.1 
Col~ 12 464 92 568 Col~ 282 280 568 
Total 2.2 81.7 16.1 100.0 Total 1.0 49.7 49.3 100.0 
Nullber of Missing Observations • 0 lllllber of Missing Observations • 0 
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Crosstabulation: RESAGB Respondent 1qe 
By CAANRC OSe of car because Lack of Nearby Open s 
Count KISSING AGREE DlSAIJlEE 
CARNRC > Rov Pet Rov 
Col Pet Total 
1 
OP TO 20YWS 
2 
21 TO 30YWS 
3 





























Total .5 87.4 





































By IMPRVCY !llprovlng Privacy Deqree for Faailies 
Count 
IMPRVCY > Rov Pet 
Col Pet 
HISSING *> PROBL HEN AND ASIGRED ALL IHP 
IIM IDIEN DAY PRIVACY 
RE SAGE 
1 
OP TO 20YEARS 
2 
21 TO 30YEARS 
3 


































Col~ 18 83 
Total 3.2 14.6 















































































By OSNTOSD Tendency of OSlng 5111111 Open Spaces Insi 
Count MISSING AGREE DISAGREE 
































'll!llber of Hissing observations • 
Crosstabulation: JV.T Nationality 
By SOCIAL Lack of Social Contacts aaonq Residents 
Count HISSING M:REE DISAGREE 
SOCIAL > Rov Pet Rov 




































Crosstabulation: RAT Nationality 
By RLGSRSN Religious Reasons 
Count HISSING AGREE DISAIJl!E 
RLGSRSN > Rov Pet 1t.oV 



























Cross tabulation: RAT Nationality 
By GRDNPilV Encouraging Faailies 
Count 
































8 392 168 568 
1. 5 68.9 29.6 100.0 
'll!Wier of Missing observations • 
Crosstabulation: HAT Nationality 
By HBTRSN Social Reasons 
Count MISSING M:REE DISAIJl!E 
HBTRSN > Rov Pet lt.oV 


































lllllber of Hissing observations • 
Crosstabulation: HAT Nationality 
By FAROS Far Open Spaces Visited only to Break Ro 
Count HISSING AGREE 













































Crosstabulation: HAT Nationality 
By CARNRC ose of car because Lack of Nearby Open s 
Count MISSING AGREE DISAGREE 
CARNRC > Rov Pet Rov 


























12.1 100 .o 
351 
Croutabulation: RAT llatlonality 
By IMPRVCY lllprovlng Privacy Degree for F1111lies 
COunt 
















































83 207 63 197 S68 
14.6 36.S 11.0 34.7 100.0 
llulber of Hissing Obse"ations • 
Crosstabulation: MARITAL Marital Status 
By OSHTOSD Tendency of Dslng 5111111 Open Spaces Insi 
COunt MISSING 1.GREE DISI.GREE 
OS!n'OSD > Rov Pet Rov 








































Nullber of Hissing Obse"ations • 
Crosstabulation: MARITAL Marital Status 
By SOCIAL Lack of SOcial COntacts 111ong Residents 
Count HISSING MREE DISMREE 
SOCIAL > Rov Pet Rov 



































Crosstabulation: MARITAL Marital Status 
By RLGSRSN Religious Reasons 









RLGSRSN > Rov Pet Rov 




















COl~ 12 464 
Total 2. 2 81.7 






















By GRDRPRV sncouraging Fllllilies 
COunt HISSING 1.GREE DISAGREE 
GllDI'IPRV > Rov Pet Rov 





















Total 1.5 68.9 






















Crosstabulation: MARITAL Marital Status 























Total 1.3 36.4 

























By FAROS Far Open Spaces Visited only to Break Ro 
COunt MISSING AGil£8 DISAGil£8 
FAROS > Rov Pet Roll 









































Crosstabulation: MARITAL Marital Status 
By CARNRC Dse of car because Lack of Nearby Open S 
COunt HISSING AGREE DISAGil£8 



















Total .5 87.4 





















By IMPRVCY I!lprovlng Privacy Degree for F111il1es 
count 









































































Nullber of Hissing Obse"ations • 
352 
cross tabulation: BllCTtl 1'41cational Status 
By OStmiSD Tendency of Using Sllllll Open Spaoes Insi Cross tabulation: !DCTII 1'41cational Status 
count HISSING NlllBB 
By RLCSRSN Religious Reasons 
DISNlllBB 
OStmiSD > Roll Pet Roll count HISSING Nl1lB8 DISNlllBB 
COl Pet Total RLGSRSN > Roll Pet Roll 
KDCm COl Pet TOtal 
1 S4 17 71 !DCTII 
_, RIWI OR WRift 7S.8 24.2 12.S 1 6 1 8 
12.7 12.4 HISSING 11.8 76.3 11.8 1.5 
8.0 1.4 1.1 
2 36 20 S6 
READ _, WRift 63.9 36.1 9.8 1 1 S7 13 71 
8.4 14.5 _, READ OR lilt Ift 1.4 79.7 18.9 12.S 
8.0 12.2 14.7 
1 78 33 112 
PRIMAAY .9 69.6 29.S 19.7 2 4 44 7 S6 
2S.O 18.3 23.8 READ NO llltift 6. 9 79.7 13.4 9.8 
30.7 9.6 8.1 
1 71 17 88 
nmHDft 1.1 79.8 19.1 1S.6 1 104 7 112 
2S.O 16.6 12.2 PRIHARY .9 93.0 6.1 19.7 
8.0 22.4 7.4 
69 19 88 
SCOIIIIARY 78.7 21.3 1S.S 71 18 88 
16.3 13.5 INTRHDft 79.8 20.2 1S.6 
1S.2 19.S 
87 20 108 
GRADOAft 81.3 18.7 18.9 3 74 11 88 
20.6 u.s SCOIIIIARY 3.2 84.0 12.8 1S.5 
22.6 1S. 9 12.3 
7 1 2S 11 37 
HIGHER &DOCATIN 2. 7 68.0 29.4 6.6 2 82 24 108 
2S.O 6.0 7.9 GRADOATE 1.7 76.2 22.1 18.9 
14.6 11.1 2S. 9 
col ... 4 m 139 S68 
TOtal .1 74.9 24.4 100.0 1 1 26 10 37 
HIGHER EDOCATIN 2.7 70.6 26.7 6.6 
8.0 S.7 10.9 
llulber of Missing Observations • 
COl111111 12 464 92 S68 
Total 2. 2 81.7 16.1 100.0 
Crosstabulation: EDCTN 
lt.lllber of Hissing Observations • 
1'41cational Status 
By SOCIAL Lack of Social COntacts aaong Residents 
COunt HISSING Nl1lB8 DISNlllBB 
SOCIAL> Roll Pet Roll 
col Pet TOtal Crosstabulation: EDCTN 1'41cational Status 
!DCTII By GRDNPRV Encouraging Faailies 
3 6 8 
HISSING 33.3 66.7 u count HISSING NlllEE DISNlllEE 
.8 2.6 GRDNPRV > Roll Pet Roll 
COl Pet TOtal 
1 36 3S 71 EDCTN 
NO RIWI OR llltlft S0.8 49.2 12. s 4 s 8 
10.4 16.4 HISSING 45.2 54.8 1.5 
1.0 2.8 
2 2 28 26 ss 
READ NO WRITE 3.3 so. 2 46.6 9.8 1 1 43 28 71 
32.3 8.0 12.1 NO RIWI OR IIRITE 1.4 59.7 38.9 12.5 
11.8 10.9 16.5 
2 69 41 112 
PRIMAAY 1.6 61.6 36.8 19.7 2 2 40 13 56 
32.3 19.7 19.2 READ NO IIRITE 3.3 72.5 24.2 9.8 
21.5 10.3 8.0 
1 47 40 88 
nmHDTE 1.1 53.3 45. s 15.6 3 68 41 112 
11.7 13.5 18.8 PRIHAAY 2. s 60.9 36.6 19.7 
33.3 17.4 24.3 
60 28 88 
SCOIIIIARY 68.4 31.6 15.5 70 19 88 
17.2 13.0 INTRHDTE 78.8 21.2 15.6 
17.8 11.1 
1 79 28 108 
GRADOATE .9 73.1 26.0 18.9 67 21 88 
17.7 22. s 13.1 SCONDARY 76.0 24.0 15.5 
17.1 12.5 
7 27 10 37 
HIGHER !DOCATIM 73.3 26.7 6.6 2 73 33 108 
7.9 4. 7 GIWKIATE 1.7 67.5 30.9 18.9 
21.5 18.5 19.7 
col ... 6 349 214 568 
TOtal 1.0 61.4 37.6 100.0 7 1 28 9 37 
HIGHER EDOCATIN 2. 7 74.3 23.1 6.6 
11.8 7.1 5.1 
Jl~Dr of Hissing Observations • 
COl.-& 8 392 168 568 
TOtal 1.5 68.9 29.6 100.0 
lt.lllber of Hissing Observations • 
Appendix B2 JSJ 
Croutabulation: EbCTII ~catlonal Status Crosstabulation: EbCTII ~catlonal Status 
By HBTRSII SOcial Reasons By CARNRC ose of car because Lack of llearby open s 
count KISSING AGilES DISAGRES COunt KISSING AGREE DISAGREE 
HBTRSR > ltDV Pet RDv CARNRC > RDv Pet RDv 
COl Pet Total COl Pet Total 
SDCTI'I EbCTII 
1 1 8 1 1 8 
KISS DIG 11.8 88.2 u KISSING 11.8 88.2 1.5 
.5 2.1 33.3 1. 5 
1 1 23 47 11 1 67 4 71 
m READ OR IIRITB 1.4 32.4 66.2 12.5 m READ OR IIRITB 94.6 5.4 12.5 
13.1 11.2 13.3 13.6 5.6 
2 2 19 35 56 2 49 1 56 
READ m IIIUTB 3.3 34.3 62.4 9.8 READ~ IIRITE 88.1 11.9 9.8 
23.8 9.2 9.8 9. 9 9.7 
3 38 10 112 95 16 112 
PRIMARY 2.5 34.4 63.1 19.7 PRIMARY 85.3 14.7 19.7 
36.9 18.6 19.9 19.2 23.9 
1 32 55 88 1 78 9 88 
IliTIIKDTB 1.1 36.7 62.2 15.6 INTRKDTE 1.1 88.4 10.5 15.6 
13.1 15.7 15.5 33.3 15.7 13.5 
37 51 88 74 14 88 
SCONDARY 41.8 58.2 15.5 SCONDARY 83.8 16.2 15.5 
17.8 14.5 14.8 20.8 
1 43 63 108 95 12 108 
GRADOATE .9 40.1 59.0 18.9 GRADOATE 88.4 11.6 18.9 
13.1 20.8 11.9 19.1 18.1 
1 13 25 37 1 1 31 6 37 
HIGHER EDOCATIN 34.2 65.8 6.6 HIGHER EDOCATIN 2.7 81.8 15.5 6.6 
6.2 1.0 33.3 6.2 8.5 
col--. 8 207 354 568 col~ 3 491 69 568 
Total 1.3 36.4 62.3 100.0 Total .5 87.4 12.1 100.0 
Nuliber of Kissing Observations • 'IIUIIber of Kissing Observations • 
Crosstabulation: EbCTII ~catlonal Status Crosstabulation: EDCTN EO.Icational Status 
By FAROS Far Open Spaces Visited Only to Break Ro By IKPRVCY Ill(lroving Privacy Deqree for F•ilies 
COunt KISSING AGilES DISAGRES COunt KISSING ~ PROBL MER AND ASIGNED ALL IMP 
FAROS > ltDV Pet RDv IKPRVCY > Rov Pet EM WCl«EN DAY PRIVACY Rov 
COl Pet Total COl Pet 2 4 Total 
EDcnl EDCTN 
1 5 3 8 1 1 5 2 8 
KISSING 11.8 54.8 33.3 1.5 KISSING 11.8 11.8 54.8 21.5 1.5 
17.2 1.6 1.0 5. 6 1.2 2.2 .9 
1 1 43 28 11 1 2 15 22 12 20 11 
m READ OR IIRITE 1. 4 59.7 38.9 12.5 ~ READ OR IIRITE 2.8 21.7 31.0 16.6 27.9 12.5 
11.2 15.1 9.9 11.2 18.6 10.6 18.8 10.1 
2 2 20 34 56 2 3 1 28 6 12 56 
READ ~ IIRITE 3.3 36.4 60.3 9.8 READ~ IIRITE 5.1 12.3 51.0 10.8 20.9 9.8 
31.2 7.2 12.0 15.7 8. 2 13.7 9.6 5.9 
58 54 112 2 1 53 11 39 112 
PRIMARY 51.5 48.5 19.7 PRIMARY 1.6 5. 9 47.8 9.9 34.7 19.7 
20.4 19.3 10.1 8.0 25.7 17.7 19.7 
1 52 35 88 5 9 36 6 32 88 
INTRHDTE 1.1 59.2 39.7 15.6 INTRKDTE 5.2 10.5 41.2 6.6 36.5 15.6 
17.2 18.5 12.5 25.9 11.2 17.6 9.3 16.3 
36 52 88 20 31 12 25 88 
SCOIIDARY 41.4 58.6 15.5 SCOIIDARY 22.9 34.8 14.0 28.3 15.5 
12.9 18.4 24.2 14.8 19.6 12.6 
1 48 59 108 3 11 28 14 52 108 
GIWICJP.TB .9 44.5 54.6 18.9 GRADOATE 2.6 9.9 26.2 12.8 48.5 18.9 
11.2 16.9 21.0 15.7 12.8 13.6 21.9 26.4 
1 21 17 37 1 3 13 4 2 16 37 
HIQIER EDOCATIR 55.fi 44.4 6.6 HI GIIER EDOCA TIN 1. 5 34.7 10.2 5.3 42.2 6.6 
7.4 5.9 15.7 15.7 1.8 3.2 8.0 
col.-. ' 282 280 568 col.-. 18 83 207 63 197 568 Total 1.0 49.7 49.3 100.0 Total 3.2 14.6 36.5 11.0 34.7 100.0 
llulber of Kissing Observations • ~r of Kissing Observations • 
Appendix B2 354 
Crosstabulation: octtJPTH occupation Crosstabulation: OCCUPTH Occupation 
By OSNTUSD Tendency of Osing Sllall Open spaces Insi By GRDRPRV Encouraging raailies 
Count MISSING AGRBB DISAGRBB Count MISSING AGRB8 DISAGRBB 
OSRTUSD > Roll Pet Roll GRDNPRV > Roll Pet Roll 
Col Pet Total Col Pet Total 
OCCUPTR OCCUPTR 
1 2 109 44 154 1 1 112 41 154 
S8JJ' BMPLOYKD 1.3 70.3 28.4 27.2 SBJJ' BMPLOYED .6 72.6 26.8 27.2 
50.0 25.5 31.5 11.8 28.6 24.6 
2 212 80 354 1 244 102 354 
BMPLOYKD .6 76.9 22.6 62.2 BMPLOYED 2.1 69.0 28.9 62.2 
50.0 63.9 57.5 88.2 62.3 60.7 
15 1 21 15 6 21 
NOT BMPLOYKD 68.2 31.8 3.8 *>T EMPLOYED 72.0 28.0 3.8 
3.4 4.9 3.9 3.6 
23 1 29 13 16 29 
RETIRED 17.3 22.7 5.1 RETIRED 45.5 54.5 5.1 
5.3 4.8 3.4 9.4 
2 2 1 1 2 
STODBNT 100.0 .4 STUDENT 50.0 50.0 .4 
.5 .3 .6 
6 6 6 6 
HOSI!IfiFB 100.0 1.1 HOSEWIFB 100.0 1.1 
1.4 1.5 
Col_, 4 425 139 568 Col_, 392 168 568 
Total .1 74.9 24.4 100.0 Total 1. 5 68.9 29.6 100.0 
Number of Hissing Observations • 0 
Nullber of Mlssing Observations • 
Crosstabulation: OCCOPTN Occupation 
Crosstabulation: octtJPTH Occupation By HBTRSN Soclal Reasons 
By SOCIAL Lack of Social Contacts aaong Residents 
Count HISSING AGREE DISAGREE 
Count HISSING AGREE DISAGREE HBTRSN > Roll Pet Roll 
SOCIAL> Roll Pet Roll Col Pet Total 
Col Pet Total OCCOPTN 
OCCOPTN 1 1 45 109 154 
1 94 60 154 SELF BMPLOYED .6 29.0 70.3 27.2 
SBLF EMPLOYED 61.0 39.0 27.2 13.1 21.7 30.7 
27.0 28.2 
6 141 207 354 
6 220 128 354 BMPLOYED 1.6 39.8 58.6 62.2 
BMPLOYED 1.6 62.1 36.3 62.2 73.8 68.0 58.6 
100.0 62.9 60.1 
10 12 21 
15 6 21 OOT BMPLOYED 45.8 54.2 3.8 
*>T EMPLOYED 72.0 28.0 3.8 4.8 3.3 
4.4 2.8 
8 21 29 
14 15 29 RETIRED 29.0 71.0 5.1 
RETIRED 47.7 52.3 5.1 4.1 5.9 
4.0 7.1 
1 1 2 
2 2 STUDENT 50.0 50.0 .4 
STUDENT 100.0 .4 .5 .3 
.6 
1 2 3 6 
4 2 6 HOSEWIFB 16.7 33.3 50.0 1.1 
HOSI!IfiFB 66.7 33.3 1.1 13.1 1.0 .8 
1.1 .9 
Col_, 207 354 568 
Col_, 349 214 568 Total 1.3 36.4 62.3 100.0 
Total 1.0 61.4 37.6 100.0 Nullber of Hissing Observations • 0 
NWiber of Hissing Observations • 0 
Crosstabulation: OCCOPTN Occupation 
Crosstabulation: octOPTN Occupation By FAROS rar Open Spaces Visited only to Break Ro 
By RLGSRSN Religious Reasons 
Count MISSING AGRBB DISAGREE 
Count MISSING AGRB8 DISAGRBB FAROS > Roll Pet Roll 
ki.GSRSII > Row Pet Roll Col Pet Total 
Col Pet Total OCCUPTH 
occom 1 1 70 83 154 
1 3 126 26 154 SELF BMPLOYED .6 45.3 54.1 27.2 
S&JJ' BMPLOYKD 1.9 81.4 16.7 27.2 17.2 24.8 29.8 
24.1 27.1 28.1 
4 174 175 354 
8 293 52 354 BMPLOYED 1.1 49.3 49.6 62.2 
BMPLOYKD 2. 4 83.0 14.6 62.2 65.6 61.7 62.6 
67.9 63.2 56.3 
17 4 21 
18 4 21 OOT BMPLOYED 81.4 18.6 3.8 
NOT EMPLOYED 82.2 17.8 3.8 6.2 1.4 
3.8 4.2 
1 15 13 29 
21 8 29 RETIRED 3.4 51.1 45.5 5.1 
RETIRED 71.0 29.0 5.1 17.2 5.3 4.7 
4.5 9.2 
1 1 2 
1 1 2 STUDENT 50.0 50.0 .4 
STODBNT 50.0 50.0 .4 .4 .4 
.2 1.1 
3 3 6 
1 4 1 6 HOSEWIFB 50.0 50.0 1.1 
HOSI!IfiFB 16.7 66.7 16.7 1.1 1.1 1.1 
8.0 .9 1.1 
Col_, 282 280 568 
Col_, 12 464 92 568 Total 1.0 49.7 49.3 100.0 
Total 2.2 81.7 16.1 100.0 Nullber of Missing Observations • 0 
Nullber of Missing Observations • 0 
Appendix B2 355 
Crosstabulation: OCCOPTR Occupation 
By CAili'IIC OSe of car because Lack of Ilea rby Open s 
Count MISSING AGRKE DISAGRKE 
CARJilC > Row Pet Row 

































Total .5 87.4 





































By IMPRVCY lllproving Prlvacy Degree for F1111ilies 
Count 
IMPRVCY > Row Pet 
Col Pet 
MISSING 110 PROBL HEN AND ASIGNED ALL IMP 

































Col~ 18 83 
Total 3.2 14.6 
Jblber of Hissing Observations • 






































































By OSNTOSD Tendency of OSing 5111111 Open spaces Insi 
Count MISSING AGRK8 DISAGRKE 
OSRTOSD > Row Pet Row 




1001 TO 2000 SR 
3 
2001 TO 5000 SR 
4 





>10000SR 1. 6 
25.0 
Col~ 4 













































Crosstabulation: lRCa4£ Incc.e 
By SOCIAL Lack of Social Contacts a.ong Residents 
Count MISSING J.GilllE DISAGRKE 
SOCIAL > Row Pet Roll 




1001 TO 2000 Sit 
3 
2001 TO 5000 Sit 
4 
































~r of Hissing Observations • 

































By RLGSRSN Religious Reasons 
Count 





1001 TO 2000 Sit 
3 
2001 TO 5000 Sit 
4 




































Nllllber of Hissing Observations • 































By GRDNPRV Encouraging Faailies 
Count 






1001 TO 2000 Sit 
3 
2001 TO 5000 Sit 
4 




















































Crosstabulation: IJICM Incc.e 
By HBTRSH Soclal Reasons 
HBTRSH > 






1001 TO 2000 Sit 
3 








5001 TO 10000 Sit 1. 3 
23.8 
1 





















amber of Missing Observations • 



























By FAAOS Far Open Spaces Visited Only to Break IlD 
Count HISSIIIG J.QtE£ DISAGREE 
FAROS > Row Pet Row 





1001 TO 2000 SR 
3 
2001 TO 5000 Sit 
4 






































amber of Missing Observations • 
































49.3 lOO .0 
By CAARRC ose of car because Lack of Nearby Open s 






1001 TO 2000 Sit 
3 
2001 TO 5000 SR 
4 





























































Crosstabulation: INCM Incc.e 
By IMPRVCY Illproving Privacy Degree for F•ilies 
Count 
IMPRVCY > Rov Pet 
Col Pet 












2001 TO 5000 Sit 2.0 
21.3 
4 4 


































































































63 197 568 
14.6 11.0 34.7 100.0 
ll!Jiber of Missing Observations • 
Crosstabulation: LACE Lady 1qe 
By MJRACTV Practiced Activities 
Count 
MJRACTV > Rov Pet 
Col Pet 




OP TO 20YEARS 




2 1 103 32 35 
21 TO 30YEARS .6 60.1 18.5 20.2 
3 
31 TO 40YEARS 
10.8 27.0 44.7 38.1 
158 24 41 
68.9 10.5 17.7 
41.6 34.0 44.6 
2 1 



















Total 1.6 66.9 
ll!Jiber of Missing Observations • 
7.5 12.8 2.4 




























By VSTGRDN Visiting Sllall Gardens in o-mity 
Count MISSIIIG YES 




DP TO 20YEARS 
2 
21 TO 30YEARS 
3 






















eolmm 25 92 
Total 4. 4 16.2 



































Croutabulation: LAGS Lady Age 
By HIIRSR Main Reason for not Visiting 
COunt MISSING m PRIVA TOO SMAL m FACLT m PRACT 





OP TO 20YBARS 
2 
21 TO 30YBARS 
3 









































lllllber of Missing Observations • 































































By VSTNDEV Visiting Ne11 Developed Recreational Plac 
COunt MISSING YES 
VS'niDEV > Roll Pet 
col Pet 
1 
OP TO 20YBARS 
2 
21 TO 30YEARS 
3 









































































Crosstabulation: LNiE Lady l.ge 
By PRIVPRB Privacy Probles in Recreational Places 
COunt MISSI'IIG Ill PROBL IER MD ASIGIED ALL IMP 
PRIVPit! > Roll Pet llM IICMER DAY PRIVACY Roll 
COl Pet 2 4 Total 
1 
OP TO 20YBARS 
2 













3 18 53 
31 TO 40YBARS 7. 9 23.3 
32.6 39.8 
8 18 
41-SO YEARS 10.2 24.1 
13.7 13. s 
3 
51-64 YEARS 32.6 
2.1 
3 
>64 Y!ARS 100 .o 
2.1 
COl\811 56 134 
Total 9. 8 23.7 
























































Crosstabulation: LNAT Lady Rationalitr 
By MJRACTV Practiced Activ ties 
COunt MISSI ST'TLK NATO! catPAJI I!XERC OTIII!R 



















49 5 4 
19.0 1. 9 1.5 
54.5 40.8 80.0 
9 380 71 91 12 s 
.9 1.6 66.9 12.5 16.0 2.2 
amber of Missing Observations • 









By VSTCRDN Visiting SUll Gardens in eo-unity 
COunt MISSI'IIG YES m 
VSTCRDN > Roll Pet Row 


































lllllber of Missing Observations • 
Crosstabulation: LNAT Lady Nationality 
By ltiRSR Main Reason for not Visiting 
COunt MISSING NO PRIVA TOO SMAL m FACLT m PRACT 
MNRSN > Roll Pet CY L IES ICE Roll 
















COlUIIII 133 24 6 
Total 23.4 43.3 






























By VSTNDEV Visiting Ne11 Developed Recreational Plac 
COunt MISSING YES 






































Crosstabulation: LNAT Lady Rationality 
By PRIVPRB Privacy Probleta in Recreational Places 
COunt 
PRIVPRB > Roll Pet 
COl Pet 
MISSI'IIG NO PROBL MEN MD ASIGIED ALL IMP 




SAUDI 9. 2 
49.1 
20 







































Crosstabulation: LIU.Qi Lady Religion 
By MJRACTV Practiced Activities 
Count 






















3 3 1 
25.0 25.0 8.3 
3.3 24.5 20.0 
Col~~m 9 380 11 91 12 s 
.9 Total 1.6 66.9 12.5 16.0 2.2 










LIU.Qi Ladr Religion 
By VSTGRDI'I Vis ting Sllall Gardens in eo-mity 
Count HISSII'IG YES 


































lllllber of Hissing Observations • 
Crosstabulation: LllLQI Lady Religion 
By HNRSN Main Reason for not Visiting 




























Col\111\ 133 246 57 
9.9 Total 23.4 43.3 
l'lllllber of Hissing Observations • 
























By VSTND!V Visiting Nev Developed Recreational Plac 
Count HISSING YES 
































Crosstabu lation: LllLQI Lady Religion 
By PRIVPRB Privacy Proble11 in Recreational Places 
Count 
PRIVPRB > Rov Pet 
Col Pet 
MISSING m PROBL HEll AND ASIGH!D ALL IMP 













































Crosstabulation: uwm. Lady Marital Status 
By MJMCTV Practlced Activities 
Count 
MJMCTV > Rov Pet 
Col Pet 
MISSIN SITnAL WATCH COMPANY BX!RCI OTII£1l 
VIM OIIJ.DRB Roll 


















































By VSTGRDN Visiting Sllall Gardens in eo-unity 
Count 
VSTGRDN > Rov Pet 
Col Pet 

















ColiiWI 25 92 
Total 4.4 16.2 

























Lady Marital Status 
Main Reason for not Visiting 
Count HISSING NO PRIVA TOO SHAL NO FACLT NO PRACT 
HNRSN > Rov Pet CY L IES ICE Rov 




















Col.-. 133 246 
Total 23.4 43.3 






































By VSTND!V Visiting Nev Developed Recreational Plac 
Count HISSING YES 















































Crosstabulation: LMIIRTL Lady Marital Status 
By PRIVPRB Privacy Probln in Recreational Places 
Count 
PRIVPRB > Rov Pet 
Col Pet 
MISSING 110 PROBL HDf MD ASIGNI!D ALL IMP 

















Colu.~ 56 134 
Total 9. 8 23.1 
























Crosstabulation: LEDCTH Lady Educational Level 












Count HISSI SIT"A IIATOI C<»>PARY BXERCI OTHER 
MJRACTV > Rov Pet VIEWS OIILDRE 
Col Pet 2 3 
1 










1 16 12 
.9 10.3 11.2 




25 2 2 
11.5 1.3 1.4 






























56 14 18 
20.3 
20.1 
1 1 90 












6 4 1 
10.5 6.9 1.8 















1.6 66.9 12.5 .9 100.0 
Nlmber of Mlssing Observations • 
Cross tabulation: LEDCTH Lady Educational Level 
By VSTGRDN Visiting 511111 Gardens in Co-mity 
Count HISSING YES 110 
VSTGRDN > Rov Pet Rov 
Col Pet Total 
LSDCTH 
1 
110 READ OR IIRITE 
2 4 






Ili'T'RMDTE 5 • 0 
14.4 
5 























































84.9 3.5 3., 
m s68 
19.3 100.0 
Crosstabulation: LSDCTH Lady Ecklcational Level 
By HRRSH Main Reason for not Visiting 
Count HISSING 110 PRIVA TOO SMAL 110 FACLT 110 PRACT 
MRRSN > Rov Pet CY L IES ICE Rov 
Col Pet Total 
LSDCTH 
1 20 
110 READ OR IIRITE 14.3 
15.3 
2 16 










































Collllll 133 246 
Total 23.4 43.3 





















































































By VSTNDEV Visiting Nev Developed Recreational Plac 
Count HISSING YES 




110 READ OR WRITE 
2 




































Coll*l 15 323 
Total 2. 6 56.8 












































Crosstabulation: LEDCTH Lady Ecklcational Level 
By PRIVPRB Privacy Problea in Recreational Places 
Count 
PRIVPRB > Rov Pet 
Col Pet 
HISSING 110 PROBL HDf MD ASIGNED ALL DIP 
EN MOMEH DAY PRIVACY 
LSDCTH 
1 6 
110 READ OR IIRITE 4.0 
10.1 
2 9 






INT!OOlTE 6. 4 
8.3 
8 






























Col... 56 134 
Total 9. 8 23.1 



























































































Crosstabulatlon: LOCCUP Lady Occupation 
By MJRACI'V Practic:ed Actlvl ties 
Count 






HISSI SITnA WATOI COMPAH I!XERCI OTII!Il 
VI!WS CIIILDR 
2 3 
1 2 2 2 
IS. 5 28.2 28.2 28.2 
.3 2.6 2.0 14.8 
34 8 5 
72.3 16.9 10.8 
8.8 11.0 5.5 
7 2 2 
63.5 17.4 19.1 










2 2 1 
5.5 5.5 3.0 













1 316 47 78 9 3 454 
HOOSDIIFB .2 69.6 10.4 17.2 1.9 
10.8 83.1 66.8 86.1 70.4 
Col~ 9 380 71 91 
Total 1. 6 66.9 12. s 16.0 
ll!llber of Missing Observations • 
Crosstabulation: LOCCUP Lady Occupation 
12 
2. 2 




By VSTGRDN Visiting 5111111 Gardens in CoiDIIIIity 
Count HISSING Y£S 9:> 
VSTGRDN > Roll Pet Roll 



































































Crosstabulation: LOCCOP Lady Occupation 
By ltllSII Main Reason for not Visiting 
Count HISSING ~ PRIVA TOO SMAL ~ FACLT 9:> PRACT 
llfRSII > Roll Pet CY L IES ICE Roll 











































Col~ 133 246 
Total 23.4 43.3 



























































Crosstabulation: LOCCOP Lady Occupation 
By VSTIIJlBV Visiting New Developed Recreational Plac 
Count 






































Col\111'1 15 323 
Total 2.6 56.8 





































Crosstabulation: LOCCOP Lady Occupation 
By PRIVPRB Privacy Problea in Recreational Places 
Count 
PRIVPRB > Rov Pet 
Col Pet 
MISSING 9:> PROBL MEN AND ASIGNED ALL IMP 


















HOOSDHFE 8. 5 
69.6 
Coillllll 56 


















Nullber of Missing Observations • 






























































Crosstabulation: COMAPNCE CC~~~U~lty Appearance &valuation 
By YRSNJED Years Lived in Jeddah 
Count HISSING > 1 YEAR 1-3 YEAR 4-lOY&AR >10 YEAR 










































































Croutabulation: ZONE lone PROCESS IF (VSTHDEV EQ 1). 
By YRSNJED Years Llved in Jeddah CROSSTABS /TABLES tHAT BY PRIVDEG /OPTIONS 1 3 4. 
count HISSING > 1 YEAR 1-3 YEAR 4-lOYEAR >10 YEAR 
YRSIIJED > COl Pet s Row 
Total 
Crosstabulation: tHAT Lady Nationality 
By PRIVDEG Pr ivaey Degree in '111s 
lONE 
11 2 1 14 
COunt HISSING GOOD ADSQW.TI Jm' AD£Q 
PRIVD8G > Row Pet UATE Row 
HISSING 21.7 2.3 .3 2.4 COl Pet Total 
LNAT 
5 6 13 36 59 1 1 
NE lORE 9.8 18.6 15.3 9.0 10.5 MISSING 100.0 .3 
1.2 
5 8 25 so 87 
llf lONE 9.4 27.2 29.1 12.4 15.4 11 41 106 29 187 
SAUDI 5.8 21.9 56.6 15.7 57.9 
7 7 17 100 131 68.6 49.0 59.3 64.9 
lE ZONE 15.2 21.9 19.5 25.2 23.1 
s 42 72 16 135 
6 1 6 7 35 ss NON SAUDI 3. 7 30.9 53.7 11.7 41.8 
Ill ZONE 11.5 20.8 19.8 8.2 8.8 9.6 31.4 49.8 40.7 35.1 
3 6 21 30 COl tan 16 84 178 45 323 
SE ZONE 9.3 7.0 5.4 5.3 Total 4.9 25.9 55.2 14.0 100.0 
7 1 1 13 103 125 
Slf ZONE 15.2 20.8 3.3 15.0 25.8 22.0 
amber of Missing Observations • 
8 3 3 53 67 
At-WAD 17.2 58.5 3.5 13.2 11.8 
COl tan 49 s 30 85 399 568 
Total 8. 6 .8 5.3 15.0 70.1 100.0 
Nullber of Missing Observations • 
Crosstabulation: ZONE Zone 
By C<»4APNCE ec-Jnity Appearance Evaluation 
Count HISS IN GOOD FAIR POOR DO NOT OTHER 
COMAPNCE > COl Pet CARE Row 
4 Total 
ZONE 
2 s s 1 1 14 
HISSING 64 .s 2.0 1.9 2.0 100.0 2.4 
35 15 6 3 59 
NE ZONE 13.8 6.1 12.8 22.6 10. s 
60 23 3 1 87 
llf ZONE 23.8 9.3 s. 6 8.0 15.4 
49 74 7 1 131 
lE ZONE 19.4 30.0 13.1 8.0 23.1 
1 29 21 4 ss 
Ill ZONE 35.5 11.5 8.3 7.6 9.6 
9 18 3 1 30 
SE ZONE 3.5 7.1 5.6 8.0 5.3 
42 56 20 7 125 
Slf ZONE 16.6 22.5 40.3 53.3 22.0 
24 36 7 67 
At-WAD 9.4 14.7 13.1 11.8 
COl tan 3 253 248 51 12 1 568 
Total .s 44.6 43.6 8. 9 2.2 .2 100.0 
Nlmber of Missing Observations • 
prooes s 1f In t.ndev-1) • 
Crontab tables• uentd by inco. /options 1 3 4. 
Crosstabulation: 'n4EVSTD ll~Ur of Visits Last Month To the F.wily 
Or lented Parks 
By INC<IE Inec:.e categories 
count Loll Middle Kigh 
I1ICCM!) Row Pet I nee. I nee. Row 
COl Pet 1 2 Total 
'IMIVSTD 
12 16 28 31 88 
.,NE 14.0 18.0 32.3 35.6 27.2 
49.6 20.4 27.0 27.1 
s 26 24 33 88 
ORCE s.s 29.6 27.1 37.8 27.3 
19.5 33.7 22.7 28.8 
4 12 24 15 ss 
'!VICE 7.0 22.4 43.4 27.2 16.9 
15.4 15.8 22.6 12.9 
2 10 16 28 
3 TilES 7.1 36.9 56.1 8.8 
2.6 9.9 13.8 
4 21 18 18 61 
>3 TIMES 6.2 34.8 29.0 30.0 18.9 
15.4 27.5 16.9 15.9 
COl tan 25 77 105 llS 323 
Total 7. 7 24.0 32.6 35.8 100.0 
amber of Missing Observations • 
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Cross tabulation: ADVGBOS Advantage of B:listinq Open Spoces By JIIBOS llue of Nearest Open Space 
Count KISSING COIUIICHB IQIOZNt DBSERT G KILO 10 OLD AIRP !EM AIRP LIMA PAR POBLIC G OTHER 
JIIBOS > Col Pet GAADEHS ARDENS GARDEI'IS ORT ORT K ARDI!II Rov 
2 3 4 8 Total 
ADVGBOS 
8 2 6 2 2 3 22 
KISSING 6.8 2.4 5.9 28.2 1.0 4.7 3.9 
41 24 24 2 3 2 1 54 22 173 
HO ADVANTG8 34.0 32.3 25.1 28.2 38.4 27.4 14.7 29.3 35.9 30.5 
2 4 7 1 1 2 20 4 39 
II)RS OP!lii!SS 3.3 8.8 1.0 15.5 27.4 11.0 6.4 6.8 
3 12 9 17 1 2 14 6 60 
GOOD FOR FAKILIE 9.6 11.4 17.8 15.1 29.3 7.5 10.0 10.6 
4 8 15 15 1 1 4 49 17 110 
GOOD FOR OIIJ.IlRE 6.3 20.0 16.1 12.8 15.1 56.0 26.3 28.4 19.3 
5 12 3 12 3 16 3 50 
GOOD TO SIT OUT 10.2 3. 7 12.9 36.0 8. 7 5.0 8. 7 
6 15 8 10 2 19 2 56 
PL&\SA!n' TO LOOK 12.5 10.4 10.2 100.0 10.2 3.3 9.8 
19 5 8 1 10 2 46 
DO ROT CARE 15.8 7.2 7.9 15.1 5.5 3.3 8.0 
2 3 3 2 1 1 2 13 
OTHBR 1.5 3. 7 3.1 28.2 12.8 .5 3.0 2.3 
Col~ 122 75 96 6 8 2 7 1 185 60 568 
Total 21.4 13.3 16.9 1.1 1.4 .3 1.2 1.2 32.6 10.6 100.0 
amber of Missing Observations • 
Crosstabulation: PRFDFRD Preferred open Space to Visit vlth Frlen By JIIBOS Na11e of Nearest Open Space 
Count KISSING CORRICHB ltHOZNt DESERT G KILO 10 OLD AIRP NEW AIRP LORA PAR POBLIC G OTHER 
JIIBOS > Col Pet GARDI!IIS ARDI!IIS GARDI!IIS ORT ORT K ARDI!II Rov 
2 3 4 8 Total 
PRFDFRD 
16 5 6 1 21 7 55 
KISSING 12.8 6.6 6.0 14.7 11.5 11.0 9.7 
1 1 2 1 1 1 6 
STAYING AT HOME .8 2.1 12.8 .5 1.7 1.1 
2 2 2 3 1 13 
RLATVS NEIGIIBRS 1.6 2.4 2.9 3.6 2.3 
2 2 2 6 
CAFE 1. 5 1.1 3.3 1.0 
4 4 1 3 2 1 10 
IWUtET CI!IITERS 3.1 1.0 36.0 26.7 .5 1.8 
72 59 60 1 4 6 4 118 32 356 
CORRICHB 59.3 77.6 62.2 15.5 51.2 84.9 58.7 63.8 53.6 62.6 
11 2 4 6 23 
FOR FAIR 9.3 2.4 3.8 3.2 4.0 
7 4 8 4 1 16 
PUBLIC GAADEHS 3.1 8.1 2.1 1.7 2.9 
2 2 
lOO 2.4 .3 
4 4 2 7 17 
AL8AR 4.0 56.3 100.0 3.9 2.9 
10 10 6 9 2 1 18 17 64 
OTHER 8.4 8.6 9.8 28.2 15.1 9.8 28.7 11.3 
Col~ 122 75 96 6 8 2 7 7 185 60 568 
Total 21.4 13.3 16.9 1.1 1.4 .3 1.2 1.2 32.6 10.6 100.0 
"-ber of Missing Observations • 
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Croutabulatlon: PRFDFAM Preferred Open Space to Visit vith Faail By liiEOS Na.e of Nearest open Space 
COunt KISSING CORHICHE IOIOZAK DESERT G KILO 10 OLD AIRP NEII AIRP LONA PAR POBLIC G OTHER 
liiEOS > COl Pet GAADEIIS ARDEIIS GARDEIIS ORT ORT K ARDEII Rov 
2 3 4 8 Total 
PRFDFAM 
12 1 3 s s 26 
KISSING 10.1 1.3 3.1 2.5 8.0 4.5 
1 1 1 2 
STAYING AT HOME .s 1. 7 .4 
2 3 1 7 2 13 
RLATVS NEIGHBRS 2.3 1.0 3.9 3.3 2.3 
1 1 
KJIITAIAII 1.3 .2 
4 1 1 1 1 4 
MARICET CBRTERS .8 1.0 15.1 .s • 7 
76 54 62 s 6 3 4 108 27 344 
CORHICHE 62.7 71.2 64.3 71.8 74.4 42.5 58.7 58.1 44.5 60.5 
14 7 8 1 2 20 6 59 
ruN FAIR 11.9 9.9 7.9 12.8 26.7 10.7 10.7 10.3 
7 4 1 10 1 13 2 31 
PUBLIC GAADEIIS 3.1 1.3 10.9 14.7 7.2 3.0 5.5 
1 4 5 
zoo .5 6.4 .8 
4 6 2 2 17 3 32 
ALBAR 4.8 5.9 28.2 100.0 8.9 4. 7 s. 7 
10 2 2 4 
FAMILY PARKS 1.5 2.4 .6 
11 9 6 6 1 3 13 11 48 
OTHER 7.6 7. 7 5.9 12.8 42.5 7.0 17.7 8.5 
COl~ 122 75 96 6 8 2 7 7 185 60 568 
Total 21.4 13.3 16.9 1.1 1.4 .3 1.2 1.2 32.6 10.6 100.0 
Nullber of Kissing Observations • 
crosstabulation: NRSTOS Dls tance to Nearest open Space By liiEOS Na.e of Nearest open Space 
count KISSING CORHICHE IOIOZAK DESERT G KILO 10 OLD AIRP NEII AIRP LONA PAR POBLIC G OTHER 




3 5 s 3 15 
KISSING 2.3 4.8 2. 5 4. 7 2.6 
16 2 6 31 14 69 
> 100 K 13.4 2. 7 6.0 16.7 22.7 12.1 
15 5 12 2 1 1 25 6 65 
100-30014 12.0 6.1 12.1 28.2 12.8 14.7 13.4 9. 7 11.5 
8 4 s 1 1 16 2 37 
301-SOOK 6.4 5.1 5.0 15.1 14.7 8.9 3.0 6.5 
16 13 19 1 34 8 93 
1/2-1KK 13.5 17.6 20.0 14.7 18. s 14.1 16.3 
64 52 50 s 7 2 6 4 74 28 290 
< 1 IM 52.4 68.6 52.0 71.8 87.2 100.0 84.9 56.0 39.9 45.8 51.0 
Col~ 122 75 96 6 8 2 7 7 185 60 568 
Total 21.4 13.3 16.9 1.1 1.4 .3 1.2 1.2 32.6 10.6 100.0 
lblber of Kissing Observations • 
CROSSTABS /TABJ.£5 Sl1FFN: by lORE /OPTIONS 1 3 4. 
Cross tabulation: Sl1FFN: SUfficiency of OUtdoor Facilities for Pl 
By zorn: Zone 
count KISSING NE ZONE Ill lONE lE ZONE Ill ZONE SE ZONE SW ZONE AL-BALAD 
ZONE> Rov Pet Rov 
Col Pet Total 
SOFFN: 
7 7 22 22 21 8 33 15 135 
YIS 4. 9 4. 9 16.4 16.7 U.9 5.9 24.4 10.9 23.7 
48.7 11.2 25.3 17.1 39.3 26.4 26.3 21.9 
7 52 62 107 32 22 92 so 424 
NO 1.7 12.2 14.5 25.2 7.6 5.3 21.7 11.9 74.6 
51.3 87.2 70. s 81.4 58.8 73.6 73.7 75.4 
col~ 14 59 87 131 ss 30 125 67 568 
Total 2. 4 10. s 15.4 23.1 9.6 5.3 22.0 11.8 100.0 
lllllber of Kissing Observations • 
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" 
CROSSTA&S /TABLES YYARD NYARD STREET LOT PARK by rescklee /OPTIONS 1 3 4. 
Cross tabulation: YYARD 
By RSSDNCB Residence Type 
count HISSING VILLA FLAT ATTACH BD BRICKS OTI!Bil 
RSSD!k:B > Rov Pet HOUSE HO OS£ Rov 
col Pet 3 4 Total 
YYARD 
1 55 133 14 43 8 255 
.4 21.7 52.1 5.6 17.0 3.3 44.8 
100.0 73.5 38.8 38.6 44.8 50.5 
col~ 1 75 342 37 97 17 568 
Total .2 13.2 60.2 6.5 17.0 2.9 100.0 
tllllber of Misslng Observations • 
Crosstabulation: NYARD 
By RSSDRCB Residence Type 
count HISSING VILLA FLAT ATTACIIBD BRICKS OTI!Bil 
RSSDRCB > Rov Pet HOOS£ HO OS£ Rov 
col Pet 3 4 Total 
NYARD 
1 18 4 1 23 
4.3 75.9 15.6 4.3 4.1 
1.3 5.2 3.8 6.0 
col~ 1 75 342 37 97 17 568 
Total .2 13.2 60.2 6.5 17.0 2. 9 100.0 
~r of Misslng Observations • 
Cross tabulation: STREET 
By RESDNCB Residence Type 
count HISSING VILLA FLAT ATTACH BD BRICKS OTHER 
RSSDRCB > Rov Pet HODS£ HO OS£ Rov 
col Pet 3 4 Total 
STREET 
1 8 so 13 23 5 100 
1.0 8.4 49.5 13.1 23.3 4. 6 17.6 
100.0 11.3 14.5 35.4 24.2 27.7 
COllllll 1 75 342 37 97 17 568 
Total .2 13.2 60.2 6.5 17.0 2. 9 100.0 
~r of Kisslng Observations • 
Crosstabulation: LOT 
By RESDRCB Residence Type 
count HISSING VILLA FLAT ATTACHBD BRICKS OTHER 
RSSDNCB > Rov Pet HODS£ HODS£ Rov 
col Pet 3 4 Total 
LOT 
18 80 3 24 4 128 
13.7 62.2 2.3 18.9 2.8 22.5 
23.4 23.3 8.1 25.0 21.7 
col~ 1 75 342 37 97 17 568 
Total .2 13.2 60.2 6.5 17.0 2. 9 100.0 
~r of Misslng Observations • 
Crosstabulation: PARK 
By RESDNCB Residence Type 
count HISSIWG VILLA FLAT ATTACIIBD BRICKS OTI!Bil 
RlSKI > Rov Pet HOUSE HO OS£ Rov 
col Pet 3 4 Total 
PARK 
11 84 10 22 128 
8.8 65.6 8.2 11.5 22.5 
15.0 24.6 28.3 23.1 
col~ 1 75 342 37 97 11 568 
Total .2 13.2 60.2 6.5 17.0 2. 9 100.0 
lllllber of Klsslng Observations • 
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process if (vstndev-1). 
Crosstab tables• inc~ by taevstd /options 1 3 4. 
Crontabulatlon: I..:M Inc~ cateqories 
By TMEVSTD llllber of Visits Last Month 
Count MISSING *>RE o..:s 1WICB 3 TIMES >3 TilES 
THSVSTD > Roll Pet Roll 
Col Pet Total 
IRCiltE 
16 26 12 2 21 77 
Loll I ne~ 20.4 33.7 1S.8 2.6 27.S 24.0 
18.0 29.6 22.4 7.1 34.8 
2 1 28 24 24 10 18 10S 
Middle I ne~ 1.0 27.0 22.7 22.6 9.9 16.9 32.6 
3S.S 32.3 27.1 43.4 36.9 29.0 
2 31 33 1S 16 18 us 
High 1.6 27.1 28.8 12.9 13.8 1S.9 3S.8 
64.S 3S.6 37.8 27.2 S6.1 30.0 
Col~ 3 88 88 ss 28 61 323 
Total .9 27.2 27.3 16.9 8.8 18.9 100.0 
lllllber of Missing Observations • 
CROSSTABS /TABLES SOFFAC BY COKAPNCB NRSTOS /OPTIONS 1 3 4. 
Cross tabulation: SOFFAC SUfficiency of OUtdoor Facilities for Play 
By <n!APNCS C~ity Appearance Evaluation 
Count MISSING GOOD FAIR POOR DO mT C OTHER 
COMAPRCB > Roll Pet ARE Roll 
Col Pet Total 
SOFFAC 
s s 9 
MISSING 49.0 Sl.O 1.1 
1.8 1.9 
2 84 43 3 2 1 lJS 
YBS 1.3 62.2 32.1 2.1 l.S .1 23.7 
64.S 33.1 11.4 S.6 16.1 100.0 
1 16S 200 48 10 424 
m .2 38.9 41.1 11.3 2.S 74.6 
3S.S 6S.1 80.6 94.4 83.9 
Col~ 3 m 248 S1 12 1 S68 
Total .s 44.6 43.6 8.9 2.2 .2 100.0 
Nullber of Missing Observations • 
Crosstabulation: SOFFAC sufficiency of outdoor FacUlties for Play 
By NRSTOS Distance to Nearest Open Space 
Count MISSING > 100 M 100-300M 301-SOOM 1/2-1KM ( 1 IQ4 
NRSTOS > Roll Pet Roll 
Col Pet Total 
SOFFAC 
1 1 1 9 
MISSING 10.6 10.6 78.8 1.7 
1.S 1.S 2.6 
2 20 18 1S 29 S1 13S 
YBS 1.S 1S.O 13.2 11.0 21.6 31.1 23.7 
13.4 29.S 27.2 40.4 31.3 11.S 
13 41 41 22 64 231 424 
m 3.0 11.2 11.0 S.2 1S.O S4 .6 74.6 
86.6 69.0 71.2 S9. 6 68.7 79.9 
Col~ 1S 69 6S 31 93 290 S68 
Total 2.6 12.1 11.5 u 16.3 Sl.O 100.0 
!Uitltr of Missing Observations • 
Appendix B2 366 
APPENDIX C; 
° Copies of Observation Notes for the Observed Open Spaces. 
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0 • Qlld ..U/!.-18 
•l:J. • ldalt lale/!aala 
'f' Vdled dzlt ~ 
lOA\ Group ~ ot' 
~ !.Ur 
___. D:lrect1a1 af ~ 







0 • Odld IBle/!.-18 
A A ldalt ..a/!-.le 
'f' Veiled eilalt -
lOA\ Groap ~ or 
~ r..ur 
___. D1.rec:t1aa af ~ 




Qllbll Stnet (Juice Coruer) 
Date: / /1989 
CIBSIBVImll S!IBI.S: 
0 • Cbl.ld ll. A &clalt llllle/!ellllla 
'Y Ve.iled llllle/!BIIIlle 
10:\ adult-
~ = tog.tbe-c or 
- :r Directioo a! <( (lo.) Pboto IICI¥8Blt 
actJ:ri tJ SholriD; 
[JJJCar 
~....Ut 
0 e <2l1ld .ale/fe.le 
A & a&llt .U./!-.11 
~ Vella4 812alt ~ 
106\ 9roap ~ Clt' 
~ r..ur 
--+ D1rec:tiOD a! ~ 





QabU Street (Jul.ce Corner) 
~---------------------------------------------------------------------------1\U~DA¥ 
~ ~ ~1\..A. ~\"' ;u..- ~ ~4"" ~ ~ · Date: A /4 /1989 
IIIISII'IUlm SJIIIOLS: 
. 0 • Child -.l.t/f-.1• 
A .A &c!alt -.le/f.Ue 
~ Yalled lldult 1aBD 
~ Group togatbet or 
~ f.tlr 
--+ D1nc:t1ca a! ~ 





Qab.U Street (Jaice Conler) 
w~ 
Date: 5 I 4 /1989 
CIISIIlVl!IIW SDIIICIS: 
0 e · adl4 -.h/C.ale 
~ • &dalt -.h/C..U.. 
'f' Yelled adult WCIIIID 
tO::\ .GrcqJ ~ or ' 
~ c.ur 
--+ DUec:t1ca a! ~. 
<( (lo.) l'boto SboldJlg 
ac:Untr 
liD Cllr 
Date: / /1989 
~S!IBU: 
0 • . adl4 -.h/!-ua 
~ • ldalt .ale/f..U.. 
'f' Veiled adult 11C111111 
tO::\ . Groap togathet" or 
~ c.u..r 
--+ DUec:t1ca a! ~ 





Khoza Palace GardaD 
~3/1989 -'-... 
F"rz.\o.-,y 
Date:,3\ I 3-11989 
~ S!IIIICIS: 
0 • · OJlld llllle/!~e 
t:. • ldalt ale/!Male 
"t' Veiled edult wc.D 
~ . Group togathat- or 
~ ta.Ur 
__. Direc:tiClll a! ~. 









0 e · CW4 .U./C-a 
6. A Jdalt ale/C.-le 
., Yen.d .aal.t ~ 
tO:\ . Clnq) togetbft Ol" 
~ r.ur 
---+ D1nct1aD a! ~ 





Date: 4 I 4 /1989 
CIIIIII'Dt1al S'!801.8s 
0 e · Child llllla/faale 
6. A J.dult .J.e/!amla 
., Valled adult ..an 
ta:\ · 0roap tov-thet' or 
~ r.ur 
---+ Direc:t1oD of ~. 
<( (lo.) Plloto Sbcw.l.n; 
act.1Yitr 
liD Car ,..., 
Wu.~ 
Date: 5 /4 /1989 
J 
~ --
Car KCCU duoup brotca pavcmo:m 
Om 10111 20111 30111 • 40111 
OlD 10111 2011 .30111 "4011 
CBiiD!IDI a.J.I: 
0 • ani4 .W/!eale 
.c1 .&. ldalt .w/!a.h 
y Veiled ec1alt .-m 
~ Clroap~Ol' 
~ !.Ur 
---+ D1recti011 of ~ 





Cornicbe (Site Jo. !) 
Date: 989 
CJIISIIlVI%lm S!IBI.S: 
0 e Cdld mle/feaale 
.c1 .&. ldlllt llllle/f-a 
y Veiled ec1alt .-m 
~ Group toget.bet- or 
~ r..ur 
---+ D1rectiCD of .:MIBJt 





Cornicbe (Site Ho. l) 
~--------------~--~--------------------~~~ 
J..u+ <. k~"·,he!o~"'t> ~....c.c-/'Fic.vV..c. " ~--h~nj 1 -y-\~~"'.5 1 ~""-6 ""-' ~ Date: go; 3 /1989 
,, 
&------'' c oC ___ ___,1 a c<P"'~. -, .. c .... -__ ~ 
. ~--;:]f- _ .. b ::1 a a '~----
SOLE 
011 ·lOID 201D lOID • 401D 











Om 1011 20111 . 30111 . 401D 
CIISIIvmDI 1!8Us 
0 • adld .U./!.W 
ll. A ldalt -.l.e/!-.18 
T Veiled .aal.t ..m 
~ Grcql tDget.bft' or 
~ f.Ur 
-+ Dinlct1aa a! ~ 





Comicbe (Site Ro. l) 
~~ 
Date:~\/ 3 /1989 
~S!IBIS: 
0 e adld llllle/fl!lli!le 
ll. A ldalt -.l.e/fe.l.e 
T Veiled adult WC111111 
~ Groap together or 
~ f..Ur 
-+ Direc:tiao af IIIDY.-ut 





Coruicbe (Site Ro. l) 
s~'V\.ckev::1 
Date: ;).. / /1989 
'-__ __.cc a a c ... r .., a a-c---:::J""l a a c 
---~ '-------.1 w ... _ ---~1 a cl\... ____ .... '--
- "-
·' ~ --
a a a a 
·1011 20111 30111 .40111 
JtOCitS. 
~ "P~<t.;'j ~ ~6\4t ~ ·.~ (J_~-.\ 2.sc:.cr.+) 
m:Jl 1-___ :::J_ a D ._c ___ ::::::J_ 
..... - .... .... • • • 
a a a a 
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0 • ad.ld IBle/f.-le 
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• Veiled ec!alt ~CaD 
lOA\ Group ~ or 
~ t.Ur 
____. Direct1al at ~ 





Com1cbe (Site Jo. 1) 
-rvG4htj 
Date: 4 I 4 11989 
CIISIRVl!It8 ~= 
0 • adld lllle/faale 
~ .. ldalt lllle/famle 
• Veiled adalt 11a11m1 
~ Group t.ogathal' or 
~c-ur 
____. Direc:t.ico at ~ 





Com1cbe (Site lo. 1) 
WcJ.~ 
Date: 5 I 4 11989 
,__..._,....,, __ ..,._Jc··· 
.._._ ... ----· ; .. : 
- .. 4 . "'· 
Vehicle Accu EPaveiiiCIIl 
<knlly SlopiDJ Raped LaDd 
a tu :Di' .. ShOf' 
0 • OJ1l4 .U./!..:D 
6 • ldDlt ale/f.-le 
y feihd .aalt _, 
@:~~or 
__. DJ.rect1aD o! ~ 





Comicbe (Site Jo. 2) 
Date: I /1989 
CIISIIIlVl!llW S!IIICI.S: 
0 • adld -.Ie/!male 
6 A ldDlt .ue/fellllle 
y Veiled adult IliaD 
~ Groap togethet" or 
~ f.tl! 
__.. Direct.1ab o! .aYelleDt 









0 • ChUd .ale/f.-le 
ll. • Jdalt ale/f.-le 
.,. v.iled ldalt !~CaD 
~ Groap~or 
~ t.Ur 
__,. D1J:ect1Ga at .onamt 
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CIISIItl!IlJI SDIIICI.S: 
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ll. A Jdalt. ale/famle 
.,. Veiled adult !~CaD 
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~ f'ra:llr 
__,. Dirac:t1oa at 8aVIIMIZrt 
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l Date: 2. I 4 /1989 
CIISIIrilmll SDIICI.Ss 
0 • adl4 .U./!sale 
fl. .t. ldalt .U../!.-le 
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~ !111111!' 
--+ DirecUca of' lmfeii8Dt 
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~ Groap t.ogethar or 
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--+ D1rec:t.1.oo of mvEIMDt 
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--+ Directioo of IIIOVeiii!Dt 




al-Sbarafyyab Rocks Garden 
~ 
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--+ Directica of ~ 
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T Veiled adult WCIIIliD 
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-·--· ·-·---- ·--------------- ·--··· .• 
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~ t.U:r 
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·am 10111 20111 30111 40111 s0111 60111 10111 
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D 
·Om 10111 2011 3011 40111 SOa 6011 70111 
Dill lOa 2011 3011 40111 so. 60111 7011 
~S!DU: 
0 • Ol1ld aele/female 
I:. •. ldult llllle/feaale 
't' Veiled adal t 11C111111 
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~ f.U:r 
___.. rdrectioD of mY8III!IJt 




Date :3 l I '"3 11989 
CIBSIIlVl!llll S!II!OI.S: 
0 • Ol1ld aele/female 
t:. A adult llllle/feaale 
't' Veiled adalt 11C111111 
lOA\ Group together or 
~ f.U:r 
___.. rdrectioD of IICIVa.lrt 
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·o. 1011 20. JO!a tOm 50111 60m 70. 
Om lOia 201a JO!a tOlD 50m 60m 7011 
OBSIRVHll:. SDIICI.Sl 
0 • Child rJIIJh/!fllllih 
A A adDlt llllle/!eaala 
'f' Veiled adalt 11011a11 
~ Gnlup together or 
~ taadlr 
~ fdrec:tiao o! IIIO'Iemeut 
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OBS!iVl!DII SDIICI.S: 
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~ Direct.iao o! IIIO'Iemeut 
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3 Buk.ct Ball Field 
4 Tcaail Court 
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•. s. At. lWIIWI S'fiiZC 
1 ailldrea Play&rouad 
2 F~Field 
3 But.c:t Ball Faeld 
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S Silli11J Area 
•. s. At. lWIIWI S'l5lE1C' 
CIIIIID!JIII SIIBU: 
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... Veiled .aalt IIQ8D 
® :~t:or 
--+ DirecticlD a! ~ 




Date: I /1989 
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~ •. Jdalt ale/!cala 
y Veiled .aal.t llaiiBil 
t<t\ Gtoap togethe~ or 
~ f~ 
--+ D1rect:iaa a! mYIIII8Ut. 
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4 Tennis Coun 
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~ !&ly 
--+ Ditectioo a! ~ 





al-Safa JleighboQrbood Garden 
Wednesday 
Date: 5 I 4 11989 
APPENDIX D; 
° Copy of Selected Comments from the Questionnaires. These are used 
in the discussions of Chapter Seven. 
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Copy of the Salary's Ranks and Degrees (in Arabic). The system is 
organized as follow: 
0 In the system, there are different Ranks. Each Rank is assigned 
according to the qualification of the employee. Then each Rank 
is divided into different Degrees according to years of study or 
work. For example a university graduate with a bachelor 
degree will be assigned onto Rank no. 7 onto the Second 
Degree. This will give him a salary of 4800 SR, plus 
Transportation allowances of 600 SR. 
o Each category of employees have different Ranks and Degrees, 
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Salaries' Ranks and Degrees: (Left) The Educational Jobs' Salaries. (Middle) Salaries of University Staffs, Lecturers and Graduate Assistance. 
(Right) The Employees Salaries' Ranks. (Source: The General Bureau for Civic Service) 
